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The Permanent Council held a special meeting, under the chairmanship of Ambassador Leonidas Rosa Bautista, Permanent Representative of Honduras, to follow up on the events unfolding in the Republic of Paraguay. The meeting was called to order at 2:50 p.m. 
The Chair of the Permanent Council noted that the political situation in Paraguay was being monitored and that the purpose of the meeting was to collectively assess the situation and, if necessary, take decisions consistent with existing provisions in normative documents of the Organization.
The meeting opened with a presentation by the Secretary General, Mr. José Miguel Insulza, on developments in Paraguay since the last the Permanent Council meeting on June 22, 2012.

Next, the Permanent Representative of Paraguay, Ambassador Bernardino Hugo Saguier, made a presentation on the situation in his country following impeachment proceedings that led to President Fernando Lugo being removed and Vice President Federico Franco being installed as President. Ambassador Saguier spoke in particular about the application of the provisions of his country's Constitution to the procedure followed in the above-mentioned impeachment. 

Alternate Representative of Honduras Mr. Radhames Lagos then read aloud the statement issued by his Government regarding the situation in the Republic of Paraguay, and, on behalf of the delegations of Belize, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, and Panama, proposed that, having considered recent events in Paraguay, the Permanent Council agree to request the General Secretariat to form a mission to do an in-depth study of the situation and report to the Permanent Council on the outcome; and for the Permanent Council to meet immediately after that mission has performed its task and submit the report to the Council.
The Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic, Ambassador Roberto Saladin, requested that, based on Article 20 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the Permanent Council consider convening a special session of the General Assembly of the Organization to discuss at the highest level the political situation in the Republic of Paraguay and to take the decisions it deems appropriate.

The Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, Ambassador Denis Moncada, besides commenting on the developments in Paraguay and the impeachment proceedings against President Fernando Lugo, presented a draft resolution, cosponsored by the delegations of Bolivia, Ecuador, Venezuela, and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, to:  1) vehemently condemn the parliamentary coup d'état staged through an irregular, summary impeachment, for the predetermined purpose of removing the constitutional, democratically-elected President of Paraguay, Fernando Lugo, which affects the rule of law, the preservation of the democratic institutional system, and the legitimate exercise of power; 2) demand the immediate, unconditional, and safe return of President Fernando Lugo to his constitutional functions; 3) declare that it will recognize no government arising from this parliamentary coup; 4) convene a special session of the OAS General Assembly, to be held at the Organization’s headquarters on a date to be agreed upon by this Council, for it to consider suspending the right of the State of Paraguay to participate in the Organization of American States, pursuant to the Charter of the Organization of American States, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and international law; and 5) instruct the Secretary General to transmit the resolution to the United Nations Secretary-General.
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Commenting after this on the proposals submitted by the delegations of Honduras and Nicaragua and on the developments in Paraguay were the representatives of: the Dominican Republic, Venezuela, Chile, Mexico, Peru, United States, Guatemala, Ecuador, Canada, Brazil, Bolivia, Jamaica, Uruguay, Suriname (on behalf of the CARICOM member states), Dominica, Colombia, Costa Rica, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Grenada, Saint Lucia, Haiti, and The Bahamas. 

In that regard, in presenting his Government’s position, the Acting Representative of Argentina, Mr. Martín Gómez Bustillo, noted that, being of such magnitude, the developments in the Republic Paraguay called for particular attention by the OAS to defend democratic institutions in the Hemisphere and he therefore proposed that a Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs be convened.

For their part, the representatives of El Salvador and Panama read aloud the statements issued by their governments in relation to the events in Paraguay.

The deliberations continued with consideration of whether it was advisable to put together the above-mentioned mission to visit Paraguay to gather information and background needed for the Permanent Council to take the decisions it deems appropriate.

After several delegations spoke in support of allowing the Secretary General to conduct the visit in exercise of the powers inherent to his office and conferred on him under the Charter of the Organization, the Chair of the Permanent Council concluded the meeting by pointing out that its objective to collectively take cognizance of the situation in Paraguay had been fulfilled and that a process, of which all member states were aware, was taking place.

The meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.
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�.	The statements appear in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1857/12.





_1405433271.doc


PERMANENT COUNCIL



