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The regular session of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador Leonidas Rosa Bautista, Permanent Representative of Honduras to the Organization of American States.  The meeting came to order at 10:46 a.m.
1.
Adoption of the order of business

The Permanent Council adopted the draft agenda, document CP/OD-1858/12, without amendment.
· Expression of gratitude to the people and Government of the Plurinational State of Bolivia

The Permanent Council expressed appreciation to the people and Government of the Plurinational State of Bolivia on the successful holding of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly in Cochabamba, from June 3 to 5, and thanked them for the cordial reception and generous welcome shown to the representatives of the member states.

The Chair of the Permanent Council expressed his appreciation for the work of the General Secretariat’s staff and, in particular, their unfailing support and cooperation to the General Assembly and the Permanent Council.
2.
Report of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) on the pilot scheme for screening mandates arising from the General Assembly

The Chair of the CAAP, Ambassador John Beale, Permanent Representative of Barbados, referred to the pilot scheme for screening mandates arising from the General Assembly, which had been entrusted to the Committee in order to follow up on the “Strategic Vision of the OAS.”  The presentation was completed by the Vice Chair of the Committee, Mr. Alberto del Castillo, Alternate Representative of Mexico, who provided a detailed description of the process of carrying out the task given in connection with the mandates adopted over the previous five years.

Ambassador Beale also put forward the following recommendations:  1) To extend to no later than August 31, 2012, the July 30, 2012 deadline that the Permanent Council had set the permanent committees and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI); 2) Each committee should provide the corresponding validation of mandates; and, 3) If necessary, and should any committee so require, the CAAP will be available to provide a detailed explanation of the exercise.

The representatives of Chile, United States, Canada, Uruguay, Trinidad and Tobago, Brazil, Panama, Mexico, Ecuador, and Colombia acknowledged the excellent work of the CAAP and, in particular, it’s working group, which performed the task efficiently.

The Permanent Representative of Chile suggested a longer deadline than that recommended by the CAAP, bearing in mind that the summer vacation period was beginning and that the committees of the Permanent Council had work of their own to be getting on with.

The Permanent Council:

· Took note of the recommendations of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs with regard to the pilot scheme for screening mandates arising from the General Assembly, which had been entrusted to it as part of the implementation of the Strategic Vision of the OAS.
· Adopted, in keeping with the recommendation of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, document CP/CAAP-3175/12 add. 1, titled “Analysis of OAS Mandates, 1935-2011,” and proceeded to relay it to the permanent committees and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) so that each body could prepare, by July 30, 2012, a proposal listing the mandates in order of priority, taking into consideration the Strategic Vision document, regarding those resolutions pertaining to its area of responsibility; and
· Extended the deadline for the Council’s permanent committees and CIDI to present the above proposed order of priority of mandates in relation to the resolutions that pertain to their areas of responsibility, to one month after the installation of the permanent committees.
· In keeping with the decisions contained in CP/doc.4687/12 rev. 2, the Permanent Council will consider the proposals that it receives from its committees and CIDI jointly.
3.
Resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12), “Follow-up on the Recommendations Contained in the Report of the of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System”

The Chair of the Permanent Council referred to the mandate contained in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12), which instructed the Permanent Council to draw up proposals to determine how to apply the recommendations set out in the report of the Working Group contained in document AG/doc.5310/12.  That resolution also provided that the proposals shall be drawn up by the Permanent Council in dialogue with all the parties involved and presented for the consideration of a special session of the General Assembly to be held within a period of six months (after the adoption of the resolution – June 2012) or no later than the first quarter of 2013.

Taking into account the deadline set for presentation of the proposals requested from the Permanent Council, the Chair sought the authorization of the member states to initiate a consultation process from July 1 to August 31, 2012, with all of the parties involved; in other words, the member states, users of the system/civil society, and the General Secretariat.  Once the consultation process has concluded, based on the input received, the Permanent Council would draw up to the proposals to be presented to the General Assembly.

The representatives of Grenada, Ecuador, Brazil, Mexico, Colombia, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Haiti, Venezuela, Peru, and Bolivia commented on the proposal put forward and on the mandate received from the General Assembly.  In addition, the delegations proceeded to discuss not only the methodology for carrying out the task but also the substance of the matters to be analyzed in carrying out the mandate assigned to the Permanent Council.

The Permanent Council:
· Authorized the Chair to transmit resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12), “Follow-up on the Recommendations Contained in the Report of the of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System” to the parties involved and to invite them to submit their opinions.
· Decided to begin informal consultations among member states to determine a methodology for implementing the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12).
4.
Adoption of minutes

The Permanent Council adopted the following minutes:
· CP/ACTA 1794/11 of the special meeting of March 16, 2011
· CP/ACTA 1818/11 of the regular meeting of September 21, 2011
· CP/ACTA 1824/11 of the regular meeting of October 28, 2011
· CP/ACTA 1831/11 of the special meeting of December 2, 2011
· CP/ACTA 1832/11 of the regular meeting of December 9, 2011, with the amendments presented by the delegation of Nicaragua.
5.
Other business
· The Alternate Representative of Canada, Ms. Julia Clark, requested the inclusion in the meeting minutes of a number of observations by the government of her country in connection with resolution AG/RES. 2758 (XLII-O/12), “Protection of Asylum Seekers and Refugees in the Americas.”
· The Permanent Representative of Bolivia, Ambassador Diego Pary Rodríguez, reported on a police conflict that had occurred some days earlier in his country during a demonstration over pay.  He reported that the conflict had been resolved following an agreement reached through dialogue.
· The Alternate Representative of the Dominican Republic, Mr. José Luis Domínguez, referred to the Second Hemispheric Forum “Women’s Full Citizenship for Democracy,” which will be held in Santo Domingo, from July 18 to 21, 2012.
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The Permanent Representative of Colombia, Ambassador Andrés González requested the Chair of the Permanent Council to reframe and deepen the dialogue with permanent observers, as well as underscoring the need for topic to be included on the Council’s work agenda.  The representatives of Canada, Guatemala, Bahamas, United States, Costa Rica, Haiti, Uruguay, Chile, Argentina, Peru, Venezuela, and Nicaragua offered remarks on the proposal of the delegation of Colombia.  The Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Joel Hernández, supported the proposal of the Representative of Colombia and suggested that Ambassador González be put informally in charge of leading the consultations on the topic and present a concrete proposal.
· The Permanent Council bade farewell to Ambassador Michael Louis who was concluding his duties as Permanent Representative of Saint Lucia to the OAS.

· The Interim Representative of Argentina, Mr. Martín Gómez Bustillo, paid tribute to the work done as Permanent Representative of Brazil by Ambassador Ruy Casaes, who had withdrawn from the Organization.

· In concluding his term as Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Leonidas Rosa Bautista expressed thanks for the support that he had received during his tenure as Chair.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:03 p.m.
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	�.	The statements may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1858/12.
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