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The Permanent Council held a special meeting, under the chairmanship of Ambassador Diego Pary, Permanent Representative of the Plurinational State of Bolivia, to follow up on the situation in the Republic of Paraguay and to receive a report from the Secretary General.  The meeting was called to order at 10:27 a.m.

In opening the meeting, the Chair recalled that on June 26, 2012, the Permanent Council had undertaken a collective assessment of the events that were taking place in the Republic of Paraguay and that, at the end of the meeting, the Secretary General, Mr. José Miguel Insulza, announced that, exercising his powers and responsibilities, he would be making a visit to the Republic of Paraguay to gather background information on the facts. Accordingly, he offered the Secretary General the floor to present the report on the visit that was made. 

The Secretary General reported that he had invited the following persons to accompany him to gather on site information on the situation:  Ambassador Allan Culham, Permanent Representative of Canada; Ambassador Carmen Lomellin, Permanent Representative of the United States; Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti; Ambassador Leonidas Rosa Bautista, Permanent Representative of Honduras; and Ambassador Joel Hernández, Permanent Representative of Mexico.  He then presented information about the agenda for the visit from July 3, 2012, as well as his conclusions, which, he explained, were his express responsibility. The Secretary General's report was published as document CP/doc.4786/12 rev. 1.

The Secretary General concluded his report by noting that decisions taken by the OAS should allow three objectives to be met:  1) completing the legal proceedings currently before the Supreme Court of Paraguay and that would then, most likely, go before the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the Commission and the Court being the official voice of the OAS on human rights matters and the organs that would issue statements on these situations; 2) strengthening governance in Paraguay in the transition period leading up to the 2013 elections by promoting political dialogue and supporting legal reforms that could help prevent new crises; and 3) ensuring a participatory and transparent electoral process in Paraguay by preventing what happened to lead to reprisals or exclusion, especially against President Fernando Lugo and his supporters.

The Secretary General suggested that in order to meet the first objective, it was necessary to await the decisions of the Supreme Court of Paraguay, which were expected in a few days; and then the decision of President Lugo and his attorneys regarding their announced intention to appeal to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.

To meet objectives 2 and 3, the Secretary General felt it would be useful to immediately deploy a Mission to support the process leading up to the April 2013 elections, facilitate political dialogue, and report regularly to the Permanent Council. The purpose of the Mission–as part of the process of strengthening governance–would be to observe that the guarantees necessary for all candidates to be able to compete on equal terms are being respected; that there are no reprisals against President Lugo and his followers; and that, through political dialogue, amendments are made to certain rules on possible impeachment proceedings, with more precise and predictable rules of play at the different stages. 
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With regard to adopting measures against the Government of Paraguay, the Secretary General said that with the strengthening of democracy in Paraguay being an issue around which all OAS member countries come together, rather than sanctions effort should be to find an approach that focuses on the Organization's support for dialogue from a medium- and long-term perspective, involving as well the Paraguayan political actors to overcome the situation they were facing.

Referring to the Mission's visit to his country and to the conclusions reached by the Secretary General, the Permanent Representative of Paraguay, Ambassador Hugo Saguier Caballero, recalled the events that led to President Lugo's impeachment. He then noted measures taken by MERCOSUR and UNASUR against Paraguay and proposals by some OAS member states for a Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs or a special session of the General Assembly to be convened. In concluding the remarks, Ambassador Saguier thanked the Permanent Council for its willingness to approve sending a mission to learn more about the reality in his country. 

Next, expressing their views on the visit to Paraguay by the Secretary General and some permanent representatives, on the conclusions and proposals and, in general, on the situation in that country, were the representatives of Haiti (on behalf of the CARICOM member states), Argentina, United States, Canada, Mexico, Venezuela, Brazil, Panama, Dominican Republic, Peru, Guatemala, El Salvador, Colombia, Ecuador, Honduras, Uruguay, Costa Rica, and Nicaragua.

Having heard the various presentations and taking into consideration the stated need for the Secretary General's report to be studied by the national authorities of the member states, the Permanent Council received the report to include it among the documents and proposals to be considered at subsequent meetings, which would be convened by the Permanent Council as soon as possible.


The meeting was adjourned at 12:53 p.m.
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�.	The statements appear in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1859/12.
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