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In his capacity as Vice Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Diego Pary Rodríguez, Permanent Representative of the Plurinational State of Bolivia, called the meeting to order at 10:23 a.m.
1. Adoption of the order of business

The Permanent Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1861/12, without changes.


At the start of the meeting, the Chair gave a warm welcome to the Honourable Frederick A. Mitchell, Minister of Foreign Affairs of The Bahamas.
· Welcome to the Permanent Representative of Jamaica

The Permanent Council received Ambassador Stephen Vasciannie, Permanent Representative of Jamaica to the Organization of American States, who had presented his letters of credence on July 18, 2012. Ambassador Vasciannie shared with the members of the Council his first impressions of the items on the Organization’s agenda.

Having concluded his opening remarks, Ambassador Vasciannie proceeded to chair the meeting.
· Welcome to the Permanent Representative of Uruguay

The Permanent Council received Ambassador Milton Romani Gerner, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the Organization of American States, who had presented his letters of credence on July 20, 2012. In a lengthy presentation, Ambassador Romani examined the various challenges facing the OAS as a multilateral organization.

At various points in the meeting, the representatives of Haiti, Nicaragua, Guatemala, Paraguay, Colombia, Canada, Trinidad and Tobago, the Dominican Republic, and the United States offered words of welcome to the new permanent representatives of Jamaica and Uruguay, respectively.

2. Oral report on the OAS electoral observation mission in The Bahamas

Ambassador Alfonso Quiñónez, Head of the Electoral Observation Mission conducted by the OAS in The Bahamas submitted the report on the general elections held in that country on May 7, 2012, the first that the OAS had been asked to witness in The Bahamas through an electoral observation mission. The Head of the EOM also made a number of recommendations for strengthening that country's electoral system.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Bahamas, the Hon. Frederick A. Mitchell, M.P., said that the report had been accepted by the Government, without reservations and that, based on the recommendations therein, the necessary reflections would be undertaken with a view to embarking on an ongoing reform of electoral processes. Minister Mitchell then made a few comments on the report submitted and ended by conveying his country's gratitude to the observers who had taken part in the mission.

Following comments on the report by the Permanent Representative of Haiti, the Permanent Council duly took note of it and of the recommendations made by the Electoral Observation Mission conducted in The Bahamas; thanked Ambassador Alfonso Quiñónez and the members of the EOM for their work; and congratulated the people and Government of The Bahamas on elections that had been held peacefully and in accordance with established procedures.
3. Installation of the Permanent Committees of the Council


Under Article 14 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council installed the following Committees:
· General Committee
· The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs
· Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs
· Committee on Hemispheric Security
· Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.

The Chair asked the delegations to undertake whatever consultations were needed to ensure that the authorities of the Committees installed are elected at the next regular meeting of the Council.
4.
Report of the Assistant Secretary General on the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly

The Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert Ramdin presented a report on the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, held in Cochabamba, Bolivia, from June 3 to 5, 2012. The report contained statistical data regarding the number of participants, the number of mandates adopted, and progress made with implementing the Go Green Policy (significantly less paper was used than in previous GA sessions. Ambassador Ramdin’s presentation also made mention of improvements to the management and logistical and administrative organization of the General Assembly, which had been possible, he said, thanks to the more direct part played by the preparatory Committee and the procedures adopted by the Permanent Council Committees for negotiating resolutions. Ambassador Ramdin’s report concluded with a number of recommendations that the member states could consider with a view to continuing to improve and strengthen the process of preparing General Assembly sessions.

With reference to the report and the suggestions put forward, the representatives of Panama, Mexico, Nicaragua, Guatemala, Paraguay, Colombia, Canada, Trinidad and Tobago, Brazil, Ecuador, and the Dominican Republic thanked and congratulated the Government and people of Bolivia and Ambassador Diego Pary Rodríguez for their excellent organization of the General Assembly session in Cochabamba and for the consideration shown to delegates. Ambassador Pary thanked the delegations and the Secretariat for their support for the organization and holding of the session.

The Permanent Council took note of the information and suggestions presented by the Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert Ramdin.
5.
Draft agenda of the 87th Regular Meeting of the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children's Institute(CP/doc.4784/12)

The Chair submitted to the members of the Permanent Council, for their consideration, the Draft Agenda of the Eighty-Seventh Regular Meeting of the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN), presented by that Institute pursuant to the provisions of its own Rules of Procedure.


The Permanent Council approved the Draft Agenda for the meeting of the Directing Council of the IIN to be held in San José, Costa Rica, on September 27 and 28, 2012.

6.
Change of Date of the Third Meeting of Officials Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies (CP/doc.4790/12)

The Chair reminded the Council that the Third Meeting of Officials Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies, convened in the framework of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or Other Meeting of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA) was to have been held on July 18 and 19, 2012, pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 999 (1835/12). He said that at that point due to the lack of resources to finance the participation of the delegations, the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security had engaged in talks with possible donors aided at identifying financing to facilitate the participation of authorities from some member states. Unfortunately, this potential assistance never materialized, mainly due to the proximity of the event.

That being so, and given the high priority attached to this subject and the need to make every effort to guarantee the full participation of all the region's penitentiary authorities, the technical area of the General Secretariat deemed it necessary to request that the Permanent Council formally postpone the meeting to September 17 and 18, 2012.

The Chair then submitted the draft resolution contained in document CP/doc.4790/12 to the Permanent Council for its consideration.

The Alternate Representative of the United States, Mr. Dan Cento, referred to the importance of the decisions and conclusions likely to be reached at the meeting.

The Permanent Council:
· Adopted the draft resolution to convene the Third Meeting of Officials Responsible for Penitentiary and Prison Policies, to be held at the headquarters of the Organization on September 17 and 18 2012. The resolution was subsequently published as document CP/RES. 1003 (1861/12).
· Entrusted the necessary analysis to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, for it to determine the source of funding for the meeting in accordance with the criteria established in resolution AG/RES. 2202 (XXXVI-O/06), “Meetings of the Organization of American States – Funding Criteria and Budgetary Guidelines.”
7.
Change of Date of the Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons. Request by the Permanent Mission of Guatemala (CP/doc.4789/12)

Ambassador José Rodrigo Vielmann, Permanent Representative of Guatemala, presented his Government's request that the date for the Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, scheduled to be held in Guatemala, be changed, and he submitted for consideration by the members of the Permanent Council the draft resolution contained in document CP/doc.4789/12.

The Permanent Council:
· Adopted the draft resolution convening the Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons for October 15 and 16, 2012, in Guatemala. The resolution was subsequently published as document CP/RES. 1004 (1861/12).
· Entrusted the necessary analysis to the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, for it to determine the source of funding for the meeting in accordance with the criteria established in resolution AG/RES. 2202 (XXXVI-O/06), “Meetings of the Organization of American States – Funding Criteria and Budgetary Guidelines.”
8.
Adoption of minutes

The Council adopted the following minutes:

· CP/ACTA 1815/11, of the special meeting held on September 7, 2011

· CP/ACTA 1817/11, of the special meeting held on September 13, 2011

· CP/ACTA 1823/11, of the regular meeting of October 26, 2011
· CP/ACTA 1825/11, of the regular meeting of November 2, 2011

· CP/ACTA 1833/11, of the regular meeting of December 14, 2011

· CP/ACTA 1834/12, of the regular meeting of January 25, 2012

· CP/ACTA 1835/12, of the regular meeting of February 01, 2012

· CP/ACTA 1840/12, of the special meeting held on March 7, 2012
· CP/ACTA 1843/12, of the joint meeting with CEPCIDI of March 21, 2012
· CP/ACTA 1852/12, of the regular meeting of May 16, 2012, and
· CP/ACTA 1853/12, of the joint meeting with CEPCIDI of May 16, 2012.
9.
Other business

· The Permanent Representative of Paraguay, Ambassador Hugo Saguier Caballero, recalled the life of Brazilian citizen Jose Maria da Silva Paranhos Jr., Baron of Rio Branco, commemorating the 100th anniversary of his death.
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The Permanent Representative of Paraguay, Ambassador Hugo Saguier Caballero, referred to the formal and informal talks under way among member states in the quest for a consensus regarding a decision on the situation in his country. He asked that , following the informal talks, the formal meeting of the Council be convened for August 22, 2012. The delegations of Panama, Costa Rica, Mexico, Ecuador, Colombia, Canada, Brazil, the United States, Nicaragua, and Honduras expressed their opinion regarding the request by the representative of Paraguay. The Chair of the Permanent Council took note of the views expressed regarding the proposed date of the meeting and said that , following further consultations, a decision would be taken on the convocation requested.

· The Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic, Ambassador Roberto Saladín, referred to the presentation by Dr. Raúl Cuero to several permanent representatives on the subject of intellectual property. That presentation had been an initiative of the Permanent Mission of Colombia and had also addressed the establishment of creativity and innovation centers in Colombia. Ambassador Saladín requested that the presentation be repeated during a meeting of the Permanent Council. The representatives of Dominica and Colombia also commented on the above-mentioned presentation.
· In adjourning the meeting, the Chair thanked the delegations for their kind words regarding his appointment as the Permanent Representative of Jamaica to the United States.
· In light of other scheduled activities, the Acting Representative of Brazil proposed postponing the joint meeting with the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, scheduled for the same day, and that the meeting of the Group of Friends of Haiti start in the afternoon, at 3:00 p.m. The joint meeting with CIDI was postponed for a later date, to be announced in due course.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:52 p.m.
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� .	The statements may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1861/12.
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