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The Permanent Council held a special meeting at the request of the Government of the Republic of Ecuador, in accordance with Article 37 of the Permanent Council's Rules of Procedure, to consider the topic of "consideration of issue of threats made by the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland against the State of Ecuador and its diplomatic premises in the country." The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Stephen Vasciannie, Permanent Representative of Jamaica and Chair of the Permanent Council.

The Permanent Representative of Ecuador, Ambassador María Isabel Salvador, explained why the meeting was called and requested that, pursuant to the provisions of Article 61 of the Charter of the Organization of American States, the Permanent Council urgently convene a Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, to be held during the week of August 19, 2012.

In their remarks, the Permanent Representatives of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela supported Ecuador's request for a Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs to be convened. 

Stressing the importance of finding a peaceful solution through dialogue and negotiations, the Permanent Representative of Chile, Ambassador Darío Paya, stated that he would support Ecuador's request should this still be necessary.  

The delegations of the United States and Canada noted that a Meeting of Consultation was not necessary and expressed the view that this was a bilateral issue.

For its part, the delegation of Colombia pointed to the language of the official communiqué issued by Ecuador, stressing the need to preserve respect for international law and institutions and not to alter the bonds of friendship and mutual respect between Ecuador and the United Kingdom, adding that a Meeting of Consultation was always a positive thing if it helped to promote these values.

The Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Joel Hernández, said he was open to joining any consensus that may arise about convening a Meeting of Consultation to issue any statement from this Organization, which would be to reiterate the inviolability of diplomatic premises and to call on the parties to negotiate. He noted furthermore that the Permanent Council had the authority to urgently discuss the issue if a Meeting of Consultation could not be convened. 

The delegation of Jamaica underscored the need for more time to consult before deciding on the convening of a Meeting of Consultation.

The Permanent Observer of the United Kingdom stated that it was his government's view that there was no threat against the Ecuadorian State; that exercising the authority of the 1987 Diplomatic and Consular Premises Act was not being considered at the moment; and that said Act could only be used in accordance with international law. The statement by the United Kingdom was published as document CP/INF.6486/12.

The Representative of the Permanent Observer Mission of Sweden to the OAS stated that her country found it unacceptable that Ecuador was trying to hinder Sweden's legal process and European legal cooperation, and she rejected accusations leveled against her country's judicial system by different representatives of the Ecuadorian government. The statement by the Permanent Observer Mission of Sweden was published as document CP/INF.6488/12.  
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The Permanent Representative of Ecuador presented a draft resolution convening a Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs for August 23, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. at OAS headquarters, to consider the threats made by the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland against the Ecuadorian State and its diplomatic premises in that country and to decide on appropriate measures to be taken. 

The Chair of the Permanent Council proposed that the Council hold another meeting on August 17 at 3:00 p.m., to decide on the draft resolution submitted by Ecuador, document CP/doc.4794/12. There being no opposition and no further comments, the meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m.
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�.	The statements may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1862/12.
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