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Record of the special meeting held on August 17, 2012

CP/ACTA 1863/12
/
The Permanent Council held a special meeting to consider the draft resolution submitted by the Permanent Mission of Ecuador:  "Notice of Convocation of the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs in Order to Address the Threats by the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland against the State of Ecuador and its Diplomatic Premises in That Country” (CP/doc.4794/12. The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Diego Pary, Permanent Representative of Bolivia and Vice Chair of the Permanent Council. The meeting was called to order at 3:15 p.m.

1. Adoption of the draft order of business (CP/OD-1863/12)

The Council adopted the draft order of business (CP/OD-1863/12), without any changes.

2. Consideration of the draft resolution submitted by the Permanent Mission of Ecuador: "Notice of Convocation of the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs in Order to Address the Threats by the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland against the State of Ecuador and its Diplomatic Premises in That Country” (CP/doc.4794/12).
The Permanent Representative of Ecuador, Ambassador María Isabel Salvador, said that the full observance of international law and the commitments undertaken by the American states needed to be reiterated at the highest level. She called on member states to convene as soon as possible a Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, in accordance with the draft resolution submitted. 

The Secretary General of the OAS, Mr. José Miguel Insulza, emphasizing the importance of the issue of the inviolability of embassies, reminded the meeting about consequences that could arise if the Organization did not speak out on the possibility of a diplomatic office of one of its members being breached under a domestic law. The Secretary General said that it was a matter of common interest that the foreign ministers express their positions on the inviolability of the diplomatic missions of all member states.

The Permanent Representatives of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela supported the draft resolution.

Speaking on behalf of the Caribbean Community, the delegation of Dominica reaffirmed the inviolability of diplomatic missions; joined with the countries that supported a negotiated solution; emphasized the need to give the parties involved time to express their positions; and asked the Secretary General to use his good offices to help the parties reach a solution.

The delegations of the United States and Canada reiterated that it was inappropriate for the Organization to intervene in a bilateral matter in which one of the parties was not a member state. 

The delegation of Panama considered it inadvisable to convene a Meeting of Consultation and proposed that the Secretary General send missions to London and Quito to hear the positions of the two governments and help the members to determine whether the Organization of American States would be the appropriate forum to discuss the issue.  

The Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Joel Hernández, reiterated his position that the issue could indeed be considered directly by the Permanent Council. The delegations of Chile and Paraguay supported this proposal. The delegation of Mexico stated further that if the intention was to vote on the draft resolution, it would propose amending the convocation to state that the purpose of the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs was to examine the situation of the diplomatic premises of Ecuador in the United Kingdom, under international law.

The Permanent Representative of Chile requested that, if the decision were to be made to convene the Meeting of Consultation, this be for Friday 24 at 11:00 a.m. 

The delegation of Ecuador expressed its willingness to amend the text of the draft resolution and the date of the meeting.

The Permanent Observer of the United Kingdom stated that this was a bilateral matter and that his government would continue negotiating with Ecuador, noting further that his government must fulfill its legal obligations to extradite Julian Assange to Sweden and that the United Kingdom respected the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations. 

The Representative of the Permanent Observer Mission of Sweden rejected accusations by the delegation of Venezuela against Sweden's judicial system. 

After a recess declared by the Chair, the Secretariat distributed the proposed draft resolution and read it out aloud.

The Permanent Representatives of the United States and Canada expressed their opposition to the draft resolution.

The Permanent Representative of Ecuador asked for a roll call vote on the resolution. The delegations of Nicaragua and Venezuela supported Ecuador's proposal. 

The Permanent Missions of Dominica, Honduras, and Panama stated that all options in the Permanent Council should be first exhausted before proceeding to the next step and that it was important to act with a view to achieving consensus. 

The Chair recalled that under the provisions of Articles 61, 62, and 63 of the Charter of the Organization of American States, the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs must be convened by an absolute majority. He also read Article 58 of the Permanent Council's Rules of Procedure relating to its votes.
This was followed by the roll call vote on the draft resolution submitted by Ecuador, which was adopted by the affirmative vote of 23 delegations, 3 against (United States, Canada, and Trinidad and Tobago), and 5 abstentions (Bahamas, Barbados, Honduras, Jamaica, and Panama). Three delegations were absent (Antigua and Barbuda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, and Saint Lucia). The resolution was distributed as document CP/RES. 1005 (1863/12).

The delegation of Paraguay explained its vote in accordance with Article 66 of the Rules of Procedure.
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The Chair announced that the Council had decided to convoke the Twenty-Seventh Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs in accordance with Article 61 of the Charter of the Organization to be held on Friday, August 24, 2012 at 11:00 a.m. at the Organization's headquarters, and convened a meeting for Monday, August 20, 2012 at 3:00 p.m. to discuss the Draft Rules of Procedure and Draft Agenda. The meeting was adjourned at 6:20 p.m.
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�.	The statements may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1863/12.
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