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The special meeting of the Permanent Council was held under the chairmanship of Ambassador Stephen Vasciannie, Permanent Representative of Jamaica to the Organization of American States (OAS). It was called to order at 10:13 a.m. 
1. Adoption of the draft order of business (CP/OD-1865/12)

The order of business (document CP/OD-1865/12) was adopted without any changes. 
2. Continued consideration of the situation in the Republic of Paraguay 

The Chair recalled that on June 26, 2012, the Permanent Council had undertaken a collective assessment of the events that were taking place in the Republic of Paraguay and that, at the end of the meeting, the Secretary General, Mr. José Miguel Insulza, announced that, in exercising his powers and responsibilities, he would be visiting the Republic of Paraguay to gather background information on the facts. 

The Chair recalled that the observation mission was carried out from July 1-3, comprising: Ambassador Allan Culham, Permanent Representative of Canada; Ambassador Carmen Lomellin, Permanent Representative of the United States; Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti; Ambassador Leonidas Rosa Bautista, Permanent Representative of Honduras; and Ambassador Joel Hernández, Permanent Representative of Mexico. The mission’s report was presented to the Permanent Council on July 10, 2012 as document CP/doc.4786/12 rev. 1. At that meeting, the member states asked for more time to review the report. On July 20, 2012, the Permanent Council held a private meeting during which consultations among the member states continued on this issue.

The Secretary General reported that he had closely followed the situation in Paraguay, and that the situation was one of total normality. He said President Fernando Lugo was no victim of persecution but enjoyed full freedom of movement and expression; and that there were no acts of violence between President Fernando Lugo's and President Federico Franco's supporters.  He also noted that the recent changes in the Paraguayan military leadership were smooth and that the current political dialogue revolved around the elections to be held in April 2013. He also spoke about the legal action being brought by President Lugo to the Supreme Court, which was about to rule on a possible annulment of the impeachment and for a new trial. President Lugo and his attorneys were, however, preparing their arguments to take the case to the inter-American human rights system. Finally, the Secretary General reported that he had received a ruling from the Paraguayan Superior Court of Electoral Justice requesting the Executive Branch to approach the Organization of American States to get an electoral support and observation mission for the elections to be held on April 21, 2013.

The Permanent Representative of Paraguay, Ambassador Hugo Saguier Caballero, stating that life in his country was proceeding normally, added that no one was being persecuted and there were neither political prisoners nor exiles because of the change of government. The Ambassador said that all of the countries had already made their positions clear.  He also appealed for understanding on the part of the member states and requested that the Paraguayan people's sovereignty and self-determination be respected. He also referred to the request that his government had sent the Organization, and which was accepted by the Secretary General, for a mission to accompany the elections on April 21, 2013.

The Permanent Representative of Mexico, Joel Hernández, requested that this matter be concluded with a statement of support for the Secretary General's efforts to immediately send a mission to assist with the strengthening of Paraguay's democratic institutions and legal system, in keeping with the general principles of the OAS; to accompany the process culminating in the April 2013 elections; and to facilitate dialogue and observe, beginning right away, that the necessary guarantees be respected for all Paraguayans to be able to participate on an equal footing. The Permanent Representative of Mexico also offered a financial contribution and the support of legal experts for the mission.

The delegations of Honduras, Guatemala, Canada, and Panama supported this proposal. 

The Permanent Representative of Peru, Walter Jorge Albán Peralta, read aloud Union of South American Nations (UNASUR) communiqué No. 26/12, adopted in Mendoza, Argentina, on June 29, 2012, suspending Paraguay's participation in that organization. 

The delegations of The Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Trinidad and Tobago, and United States supported the Secretary General and the sending of an electoral observation mission to Paraguay for the April 2013 elections. 

The delegation of Brazil said that country's policy was contained in the UNASUR statement referenced by the Representative of Peru. It emphasized that the conclusions and recommendations of the Secretary General's report reflected neither the Organization's nor its members' views and that while it supported sending an electoral observation mission to Paraguay, it felt that adopting a statement of support would be inappropriate.

The delegation of Argentina rejected the criteria used to arrive at the conclusions and recommendations of the Secretary General's report, noting that said government supported the measures taken by UNASUR and by MERCOSUR. It stressed as well that Argentina would not take economic sanctions against Paraguay.  

Reiterating his government's view that a disruption of the democratic order had occurred in Paraguay, the Permanent Representative of Uruguay, Milton Romani Guerner, recalled the decisions of UNASUR and MERCOSUR. He furthermore expressed support for the electoral observation mission that the Secretary General had decided to send to Paraguay but said he was against adopting a statement of support for that mission in the Permanent Council as that decision was not unanimous.

The delegations of Bolivia, Ecuador, Nicaragua, and Venezuela were opposed to Mexico's proposal to adopt a statement of support for the electoral mission to be sent to Paraguay for the April 2013 elections given that the decision was not unanimous.

The Secretary General explained that the conclusions of his report were exclusively his own and did not reflect the views of the member states. He pointed out as well that it was not the first time that an electoral mission was being dispatched so much in advance.

The delegation of Argentina, supported by Venezuela, asserting that taking note was a political decision, requested that the delegations' statements at this meeting be simply reflected in the minutes.
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The Chair of the Permanent Council noted that all the statements would be reflected in the minutes of the meeting, and requested the member states to send the Secretariat their letters of accreditation for the Meeting of Consultation of Foreign Ministers to be held on Friday, August 24, 2012 at OAS headquarters. Finally, after convening the delegations to the regular meeting scheduled for 3:00 o'clock that same afternoon, he adjourned the meeting.

There being no further matters to consider, the meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.
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�.	The statements appear in the Minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1865/12.
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