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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador Stephen Vasciannie, Permanent Representative of Jamaica to the Organization of American States (OAS). It began at 3:32 p.m.
1. Adoption of the order of business

The Permanent Council adopted the draft agenda, document CP/OD-1866/12, without amendment.
2. Election of officers of the subsidiary organs of the Permanent Council 

The Permanent Council proceeded, in accordance with Article 29.a of its Rules of Procedure, with the election of the chairs of the permanent committees. However, it did not elect the officers of the General Committee—who are the same as those of the Permanent Council—or the Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, which is currently held by the Permanent Representative of Colombia, who chairs the Summits of the Americas process.

The Permanent Council elected the following permanent committee chairs:
· Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs:  Ambassador Allan Culham, Permanent Representative of Canada.
· Committee on Hemispheric Security:  Ambassador Bayney Karran, Permanent Representative of Guyana
The delegation of Colombia asked the Secretariat to confirm that the Chair of the CISC would pass to Panama, which will organize the next Summit of the Americas, once the chair of the Summits Process has been relinquished. The Assistant Secretary General, Ambassador Albert Ramdin, confirmed that information. 
3. Consideration of the proposed distribution of mandates issued by the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session and other sessions (CP/doc.4793/12)
The Chair presented the proposed distribution of mandates (document CP/doc.4793/12), which was prepared by the Secretariat in accordance with Article 30 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council.

The delegation of El Salvador made some observations about the document to the Secretariat, which took note of them with a view to making the relevant changes to it.
As there were no objections, document CP/doc.4793/12 was adopted.
4. Presentation of the Proposed Program-Budget 2013 (CP/doc.4795/12)
The Chair reminded the Permanent Council that under Article 91.c of the Charter of the OAS, the Permanent Council shall act as the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, in accordance with the terms of Article 60 of the Charter, which provides that one of the functions of the Preparatory Committee shall be to examine the proposed program-budget of the Organization. 
The Chair also recalled that Article 90 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States provides that the Secretary General shall present the proposed program-budget to the Committee and shall send a copy thereof to the Chair of CEPCIDI. He also noted that resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLII-E/11) had called a special session of the General Assembly to consider and approve the 2013 program-budget, to be held no later than November 15, 2012.
The Secretary General presented the proposed program-budget of the Organization for 2013, which is contained in document  CP/doc.4795/12.

The representatives of Brazil, Canada, Chile, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Mexico, Peru, and the United States took the floor to comment on the proposed program-budget. 

The delegations of Brazil, the United States, Grenada, and Mexico said that owing to the fiscal problems plaguing many countries in the region a careful examination was needed of what they were financing.

The delegations of the United States and Grenada also said that in view of the imminent cuts, it was necessary to respect the rights of OAS employees. 

The delegations of Brazil and Grenada mentioned that the importance of core aspects of the work of the Organization, such as integral partnership for development, should not be downplayed.

The delegation of Brazil sought an explanation from the Secretary General as to why only the budgets of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court had gone up, as well the rationale for the amount of the increase of US$500,000. 


The Secretary General took the floor to say that integral development was the area that received most funds from the Organization and that the budget hike for the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court stemmed from the fact that at present it was the area of the Organization that received the least resources from the Regular Fund and that it was necessary to finance the human rights advancement and protection activities of the OAS from that fund. The Secretary General also said that the member states were in arrears to the Organization to the tune of almost $3 million and that those funds could be used to solve pressing problems.
The delegation of Grenada said that, given that the proposed program-budget contained significant reforms to the workings of the Organization, it was important for the Secretary General to be present at the discussions on the subject, and she suggested that the preliminary debates be held in the Permanent Council or that the Secretary General attend the meetings of the CAAP. 


The Secretary General believed that there would be no obstacle to states advancing preliminary opinions on the budget in the Permanent Council in parallel to the discussions in the CAAP. He also mentioned his willingness to attend the meetings of the CAAP, to the extent that he was able.

The Chair announced that it would be appropriate for delegations to make statements in the Permanent Council in order to bring to the attention of the Secretary General and the members of the Secretariat their opinions on the underlying assumptions in the proposed program-budget and possible changes to be made. The Chair said that once the proposed budget had been discussed in the Permanent Council, it would be assigned to the CAAP.
5. Information on recent protests and demonstrations in Guyana (CP/INF.6483/12)
The Permanent Representative of Guyana, Ambassador Bayney Karran, gave a presentation on the recent protests and demonstrations in Guyana. 
The Permanent Representatives of Belize, Brazil, Dominica, Grenada, and Venezuela took the floor to comment on the presentation by the Ambassador of Guyana and requested a written copy of it in order to consult with their capitals. 
The Secretary General of the Organization expressed his support for the Government of Guyana and his conviction regarding that country’s ability to resolve its domestic problems. 
The Chair of the Permanent Council requested that the representative of Guyana keep the Council apprised of the situation.
6. Approval of minutes of Permanent Council meetings: 

The Council adopted the following minutes:

· CP/ACTA 1838/12, of the regular meeting of February 29, 2012
· CP/ACTA 1839/12 of the special meeting of March 7, 2012
· CP/ACTA 1841/12 corr. 1, of the special meeting of March 7, 2012
· CP/ACTA 1845/12 of the special meeting of March 29, 2012
7. Other business


The Chair of the Council paid tribute to the work of Ambassador Leonidas Rosa Bautista, Permanent Representative of Honduras, for his work as Chair of the Permanent Council for the April-June 2012 term. The Chair noted that in addition to the work that the position usually entailed, Ambassador Bautista oversaw the preparations for the General Assembly and was elected Chair of the General Committee at the Assembly. 
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The Permanent Council bade farewell to Ambassador Cornelius Smith who was concluding his duties as Permanent Representative of The Bahamas to the OAS. The members of the Permanent Council paid a heartfelt tribute to his accomplishments as representative of his country and to his personal qualities.  The Council bade Ambassador Smith farewell with a round of applause. 


There being no further matters to consider, the meeting rose at 6:35 p.m.  
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�.	Statements and comments may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1866/12.
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