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The special meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador Stephen Vasciannie, Permanent Representative of Jamaica to the Organization of American States (OAS). It was called to order at 10:25 a.m.

1. Adoption of the order of business

The Permanent Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1867/12, without changes.

· Condolences to the People and Government of Haiti

The Permanent Council expressed its condolences to the people of Haiti and to the family of former Prime Minister, Mr. Smark Michel, who passed away on September 1, 2012. The Permanent Council paid tribute to the life of the deceased former Prime Minister.

· Solidarity with the people and Government of Costa Rica

The Permanent Council expressed its solidarity with the people and Government of Costa Rica in connection with the earthquake that occurred on September 5, 2012.

· Welcome to the Permanent Representative of Saint Lucia. 

The Council welcomed Ambassador Sonia Johnny, Permanent Representative of Saint Lucia. Ambassador Johnny addressed the members of the Council. Ambassador Guillermo Cochez, Permanent Representative of Panama; Ambassador María Isabel Salvador, Permanent Representative of Ecuador, on behalf of the member states of ALADI; Ambassador Bocchit Edmond, Alternate Representative of Haiti on behalf of the member states of CARICOM; and Allan Culham, Permanent Representative of Canada, offered warm words of welcome to Ambassador Sonia Johnny. 

2. Presentation of the Report on the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to the Dominican Republic 

Mr. Kevin Casas, OAS Executive Secretary for Political Affairs, acting on behalf of Mr. Tabaré Vázquez, Head of the Mission, presented the report on the OAS Electoral Observation Mission during the elections for President, Vice-President and Overseas Members of the Chamber of Deputies held in the Dominican Republic on May 20, 2012. Mr. Kevin Casas explained, among other matters, how the mission had comprised 71 observers from 15 member states and six OAS observer countries, who found that the election process had been conducted according to schedule; that electoral materials had been distributed in good time; that all the electoral officials had been well trained; and that efficient use had been made of technology to facilitate the transmission of results.  The Report also congratulated the Central Electoral Board on its organization of this civic occasion.
The Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic, Ambassador Roberto Saladín, thanked the Organization for sending the Electoral Observation Mission, as well as the Head of the Mission, former President of Uruguay, Mr. Tabaré Vázquez, the Secretary General, and the states that had helped fund the mission.
The representatives of Ecuador, Uruguay, and Peru congratulated the people of the Dominican Republic on its successful and democratically conducted electoral process, and expressed their appreciation of the work of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission.
The Permanent Council:
· Took note of the report that had been presented and of the recommendations of the Head of the electoral observation mission conducted by the OAS in the Dominican Republic on May 20, 2012;

· Thanked the Head of the Mission, Mr. Tabaré Vázquez and his team for their work in the Dominican Republic and Mr. Kevin Casas for presenting the report; and

· Congratulated the people and Government of the Dominican Republic on elections that were organized and carried out in accordance with established procedures.
3. Continued consideration of the work plan and methodology for implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12), Follow-up on the recommendations of the "Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System"
The Chair of the Permanent Council submitted to the delegations for consideration a new version of the proposed work plan and methodology, document CP/doc.4787/12 rev. 2.  He said that the observations made by the Permanent Mission of Costa Rica in document CP/INF.6504/12had been incorporated into revision 2 of the proposed work plan. At the same time, he pointed out that the observations submitted by the member states of ALADI had been distributed as document CP/INF.6503/12. 

The representatives of Ecuador, Brazil, Panama, Saint Lucia, United States, Venezuela, Costa Rica, Canada, Nicaragua, Bolivia, Argentina, Belize, and Dominica expressed their views regarding the proposal presented, and on the need to move ahead with the tasks that would enable the Organization to comply with the General Assembly mandate on the topic.

After the delegations had voiced their opinions regarding the proposed work plan and methodology, the Permanent Council decided to extend the deadline for presentation of proposals by the delegations until 12 noon on Friday, September 7, 2012, for incorporation into revised version 3 of document CP/doc.4787/12. Proposals received after that date would be distributed separately. The Council also decided to hold a meeting on Monday, September 10, 2012 to adopt the proposed work plan.

4. Remarks by the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs


The Permanent Council elected the Permanent Representative of Colombia, Ambassador Andrés González Díaz; as Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs by acclamation. Ambassador González Díaz thanked the Council for electing him.

5. Draft agenda of the Thirty-Sixth Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women
The Chair submitted for consideration by the members of the Council the draft agenda for the Thirty-Sixth Assembly of Delegates of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), distributed as document CP/INF.6496/12. The Assembly will be held in San José, Costa Rica on October 29 and 30, 2012, pursuant to Article 8 of the Agreement between the CIM and the OAS. 

The Alternate Representative of Costa Rica, Ambassador Rita Hernández, talked about the events to be addressed at the Assembly to be held in her country. 

The Permanent Council took note of the information presented by the Executive Secretariat of the CIM and the draft agenda for the Assembly of Delegates to be held in Costa Rica.

6. Adoption of the following Permanent Council meeting minutes: 

The Council adopted the following minutes:

· CP/ACTA 1836/12, of the special meeting of February 22, 2012; and
· CP/ACTA 1837/12 of the regular meeting of February 22, 2012
· CP/ACTA 1842/12 of the regular meeting of March 21, 2012, with an adjustment requested by the delegation of Brazil

· CP/ACTA 1846/12, of the regular meeting of April 2, 2012

7. Other business

· The Permanent Representative of Saint Lucia, Ambassador Sonia Johnny, paid tribute to Ms. Ives Heraldine Rock, educator and politician, and the first female Member of Parliament in her country, who passed away on August 31, 2012. 

· The Permanent Representative of Canada, in his capacity as Chair of the Group of Friends of the Columbus Memorial Library, extended an invitation to attend the ceremony marking a donation of books to the library by the Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic on Monday, September 10, 2012, at 2:30 p.m. He also issued an invitation to attend the presentation of the book entitled “Literatura e Identidad” by the Panamanian author Juan David Morgan, to be held on Thursday, September 13, 2012, at 4:00 p.m. 
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There being no further matters to consider, the meeting was adjourned at 1:06 p.m.  
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�.	The statements and comments appear in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1867/12.
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