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The Permanent Council held a special meeting on November 8, 2012, to reflect on the objectives, achievements, and future of the Organization of American States.  The meeting was chaired by the Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Joel Hernández García. It began at 10:14 a.m.
· Expression of condolences and solidarity 
On behalf of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Hernández García expressed  condolences to the people and Government of Guatemala in the aftermath of the 7.5 magnitude earthquake that struck on November 7, 2012, significantly affecting the San Marcos region and leaving a heavy death toll and enormous material damage. 

The meeting was convened at the initiative of Ambassador Joel Hernández García, who, at the outset, noted that its aim was to open member state discussion on the main strategies that determined the Organization's activities and to consider how the ability to more efficiently execute its mandate might be enhanced and to situate the Organization in the context of inter-American relations in view of 21st century challenges and to identify what contribution the Organization could make to inter-American cooperation for development, the promotion of democracy, human rights, and multidimensional security.  Ambassador Hernández added that, to facilitate dialogue, a note from the Chair was circulated. It is contained in document CP/INF. 6571/12.


The meeting was organized in two panel discussions, each followed by an open dialogue among the delegations.


The first panel heard statements by OAS Secretary General José Miguel Insulza, on 21st century challenges facing the OAS; Mr. Michael Harvey, President of the Canadian Council for the Americas, on the OAS and agencies inter-American regional organizations and mechanisms.


Comments on the presentations were then made by the representatives of Nicaragua, Brazil, Venezuela, Canada, and the United States.
Participating on the second panel were Ambassador Richard Bernal, Executive Director, Inter-American Development Bank, who discussed the role of the OAS as a promoter of integral development; Ambassador Luigi R. Einaudi, Member of the Council on Foreign Relations,who focused his presentation on the  OAS and multidimensional security; and Ambassador Carlos Portales, Director of International Organizations Program, The American University, who discussed the role of the OAS in promoting democracy and human rights.

The representatives of Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica, Panama, and Haiti expressed their views on the presentations.
The Permanent Council's afternoon session began at 3:30 p.m., and presentations were heard from the representatives of El Salvador, Argentina, Colombia, Peru, United States, Mexico, Costa Rica, and Guatemala.   Referring to the debate being embarked upon, the Permanent Representative of Bolivia, Ambassador Diego Pary, said he hoped to receive the proposal from the Chair, along with the corresponding schedule that will permit continued consideration of reflection that was being launched at the level of the Permanent Council.
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Following the presentations by the delegations, the Chair gave a brief summary of the following four issues discussed:  1) the key role that the Organization of American States has played and continues to play, complemented by the work of other regional and subregional organizations; 2) the interest of many delegations in avoiding duplication the work of other institutions, which sometimes have better tools for carrying it out; 3) the importance of strengthening the inherent capacity of the Organization to continue doing what it does well; and 4) the huge challenge of resolving the outstanding issues on the agenda of the Organization that still divide the states, in order to achieve the unity necessary to further strengthen the Organization.  
The verbatim statements and comments appear in the Minutes of the meeting, document CP/ACTA-1878/12.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:40 p.m.
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