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Record of the regular meeting of November 28, 2012

CP/ACTA 1881/12
/

The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador  Joel Hernández García, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the Organization of American States (OAS). It began at 10:05 a.m.

1. Adoption of the order of business 

The Permanent Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1881/12, without changes.

· Solidarity with the people and Government of Panama

The Chair of the Permanent Council expressed solidarity with the people and Government of Panama in the aftermath of the recent torrential rains that left five people dead and heavy material damage.

· Welcome to the Permanent Representative of Paraguay

The Permanent Council welcomed the Permanent Representative of Paraguay, Ambassador Martín Federico Sannemann Meilinger, who had presented his credentials on October 19, 2012.  Ambassador Sannemann shared with the Council members his impressions about the work of the Organization and outlined the vision for his leadership of his country's delegation. The representatives of the United States, Ecuador (on behalf of member states of the ALADI Group), Dominican Republic, Panama (on behalf of the SICA member states), Saint Lucia (on behalf of the CARICOM member states), Costa Rica, Canada, Honduras, Mexico, and Colombia extended a warm welcome to the Permanent Representative of Paraguay. 

2. Presentation on the topic “Leadership, Women, Peace, and AIDS,” by Ms. Patricia Perez, Chair of International Community of Women Living with HIV/AIDS. 
Ms. Patricia Perez delivered a comprehensive presentation on efforts being made by the institution she leads to support women affected by AIDS.
The representatives of Trinidad and Tobago, Dominica, Saint Lucia, Chile, Panama, and United States thanked Ms. Perez for the presentation.
The Permanent Council took note of the presentation on the topic “Leadership, Women, Peace, and AIDS” and of the comments by the delegations.
3. Presentation by the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs, on the agreed guidelines for prioritizing mandates. 

The Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs Working Group on the Review of OAS Programs, Mr. Alberto del Castillo, Alternate Representative of Mexico, recalled that the Permanent Council instructed the Working Group to hold consultations with the chairs of working groups responsible for reviewing mandates to ensure their work was based on common criteria; to update the list of mandates to include therein mandates arising from the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly; and to report to the Permanent Council at its second meeting in November on implementation of the preceding two points of action. 

Mr. del Castillo reported that the work proceeded unevenly, explained the reasons for the gap, and concluded that based on the reasons offered it could be anticipated that the review, validation, and prioritization of mandates of all of the Permanent Council and CIDI committees will not be all completed by the deadline set by the Council - that is, December 3, 2012 - and it could therefore be expected that the deadline to prioritize the mandates would need to be further extended. 

He concluded his report by noting that the work undertaken made it necessary to submit to the Permanent Council for consideration of whether it was advisable to include in this study – and under the terms set forth in document CP/CAAP-2977/08 add.1 corr.1 – mandates arising from the ministerial processes and from the Summits of the Americas, as well as those for the General Committee. The Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs Working Group   on the Review of OAS Programs said that these conclusions and requests would be submitted to the Permanent Council along with the respective progress reports, at the meeting scheduled for December 5, 2012.


The Permanent Council took note of the report presented on the work undertaken regarding the prioritization of mandates.

4. Participation of Civil Society Organizations in the Permanent Council meetings to be held on December 7, 2012 as part of the second stage of the work plan for the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12), "Follow-up of the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System" 
The Council then considered the issue of participation of civil society organizations in the Permanent Council meetings to be held on December 7, 2012 as part of the second stage of the work plan for implementation of Resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12) "Follow-up of the recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System."
The Chair recalled that in keeping with the  “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” the General Secretariat had prepared the corresponding report, document CP/doc. 4809/12 corr. 1, with a list of twenty six (26) organizations included in the official OAS Register and which have expressed an interest in participating in the aforementioned meetings of the Permanent Council. 

The document also contained a list of twenty six (26) civil society organizations that are not in the OAS Register, as well as inter-American human rights system users that have applied to participate in the meetings and require Council authorization; and five (5) civil society organizations not on the OAS Register and have applied to participate in the meetings but whose supporting documents had not been submitted as yet. 


Following comments by the representatives of Nicaragua, Grenada, Guatemala, Canada, Uruguay, Argentina, Panama, United States, Peru, Venezuela, Chile, Colombia, and Brazil on the procedure that should be followed for the consideration of participation by civil society organizations in Council meetings to be held under the work plan for implementation of the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12), the Permanent Council requested the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities to hold a meeting as soon as possible to consider the applications received from civil society organizations and other users of the inter-American human rights system and to report to the Permanent Council on its recommendations for the latter to take appropriate decisions immediately. 

With discussion of this issue concluded, the Chair announced to the delegations that he would invite the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights, the Inter-American Juridical Committee, and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights to participate in the special meetings of the Permanent Council, scheduled for December 7, 2012. 
5. Adoption of the following Permanent Council meeting minutes: 

The Permanent Council adopted the following Permanent Council meeting minutes:

· CP/ACTA 1848/12, of the regular meeting of April 25, 2012;
· CP/ACTA 1854/12, of the regular meeting of May 23, 2012
· CP/ACTA 1862/12, of the special meeting of August 16, 2012.

· CP/ACTA 1864/12, of the special meeting of August 20, 2012.

6. Other business

· The Permanent Representative of Panama, Ambassador Guillermo Cochez, spoke about the United Nations International Day of Persons with Disabilities, celebrated on December 3 every year. 

· The Alternate Representative of Ecuador, Ms. Marisol Nieto, thanked the Permanent Representative of Panama for his remarks about the issue of persons with disabilities and reported that on November 27, 2012 the Vice President of Ecuador, Mr. Lenin Moreno, had inaugurated in Santiago, Chile, the Fourth Meeting of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and took the opportunity, he noted, to call for the proclamation of World Disability Prevention Day.

· The Alternate Representative of Peru, Mr. Raúl Salazar, invited the delegations to the inauguration of an exhibition of colonial art from his country. It will be held at the Organization's headquarters on November 28, 2012.  

· The Permanent Observer of Spain, Ambassador Jorge Hevia, updated the Permanent Council on the Summit of Cádiz, held on November 16 and 17, 2012.
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There being no further matters to consider, the meeting adjourned at 12:32 PM p.m.  
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� .	The statements and comments appear in the Minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA-1881/12.
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