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The Permanent Council held a special meeting on December 5, 2012, on OAS Youth Conference 2012 that was held at the headquarters of the Organization on December 4, 2012. The meeting was chaired by the Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Joel Hernández García. It began at 9:41 a.m.

The order of business, document CP/OD-1884/12, was adopted without any changes.

After calling the meeting to order, Ambassador Joel Hernández extended a warm welcome to the Honorable Glenn F. Phillip, Minister of Youth Empowerment, Sports, Information Technology and Telecommunication and Post of St. Kitts and Nevis.
Ambassador Hernández recalled that since its establishment in 1948, the Organization of American States has sought widespread distribution of the benefits of democratic governance in the Americas and, accordingly, did acknowledge that progress has been made on that objective and there was still work remaining to do to ensure these advances continue in the years ahead, for democracy to benefit all citizens of the hemisphere.
The Council Chair noted as well that threats to functional democracy were compounded by the fact that, according to a joint study by ECLAC and UNICEF, nearly 45% of the region's population under 18 live in poverty and were the ones most affected by the lack of access to basic services like education, health, a safe environment, and other basic necessities. Adolescents and young people make up about 18% 
 of the total population of Latin America and the Caribbean: they are the largest percentage of all regions of the world.  He said it was therefore essential for key players in the design and implementation of programs to overcome the various challenges facing democracies in the Hemisphere. 
OAS Youth Conference 2012 was held at OAS headquarters on December 4, 2012, to address these challenges: Youth in Action for Democracy and Entrepreneurship, organized by the OAS through its Interdepartmental Working Group on Youth and the Office of the Assistant Secretary General, was sponsored by PepsiCo, Young Americas Business Trust (YABT), and Google Inc. 

Through its Interdepartmental Working Group on Youth, the OAS continues its efforts to engage young people in finding solutions to current and future challenges for democracy.  To further strengthen the OAS Youth Program in 2013 and beyond, the Interdepartmental Working Group on Youth decided to focus its attention on the relationship between democracy and youth, as well as youth and entrepreneurship and, as one activity to do this, it held OAS Youth Conference 2012, the specific objectives of which were:
· to establish partnerships, hold dialogue, and socialize with young people and youth affairs authorities, to get them to participate in OAS activities;
· to promote OAS activities in two thematic areas: youth and democracy, and youth and entrepreneurship; and 
· to follow up on OAS mandates in the areas of youth.
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Concluding, the Chair of the Permanent Council noted that presentations made ​​during the meeting would allow the member state representatives to share with organizers of this important event, and with participants, the conclusions that they reached, and provide testimony from young people who had benefited from OAS programs and activities. 

The meeting continued with presentations by Secretary General José Miguel Insulza, Assistant Secretary General Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, and the Minister of Youth Empowerment, Sports, Information Technology and Telecommunication and Post of St. Kitts and Nevis, Hon. Glen F. Phillip.

After the members of the Council members viewed a video on the various activities in which the General Secretariat was engaged with the Hemisphere's young people, they heard testimonies from some of the young beneficiaries of OAS programs.

The Council heard testimonies from young Guatemalan professionals Ana Moraga and Ana Cristina Benavente, Mexican engineer Jesús Herrera; and Venezuelan professional Valeria Castillo.

The representatives of Costa Rica, Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, Antigua and Barbuda, El Salvador, Canada, Dominican Republic, Bolivia, Venezuela, Colombia, St. Kitts and Nevis, Dominica, Panama, and Chile spoke about the Conference that was held, the conclusions arrived at, and the activities undertaken by the OAS Secretariat with and for the hemisphere's young people. They also thanked the Office of the Assistant Secretary General and the General Secretariat's Interdepartmental Working Group on Youth for the initiative that culminated in the 2012 OAS Youth Conference. 
The verbatim statements and comments are in the Minutes of the meeting, document CP/ACTA-1884/12.
The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m.
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�.	UNFPA Worldwide: Latin America and the Caribbean http://www.unfpa.org/worldwide/lac.html 
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