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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador Joel Hernández García, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the Organization of American States (OAS). It began at 10:12 a.m.

1. Adoption of the order of business 

The Permanent Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1890/12, without changes.

· Expression of condolences and solidarity

On behalf of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Hernández García, expressed condolences to the people and Government of the United States for the loss of numerous lives, including those of 20 children, in the shooting perpetrated in Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut, on December 14, 2012.

Ambassador Hernández called upon members of the Permanent Council to reflect on possible measures for resolutely addressing the growing phenomenon of armed violence found, he said, in a large number of states in the Hemisphere.

2. Presentation of the Oral Report of the Head of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission to Nicaragua, Mr. Lázaro Cárdenas Batel
The Head of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission, Mr. Lázaro Cárdenas Batel, presented the report of the mission conducted during the municipal election held in Nicaragua on November 4, 2012.  Mr. Cárdenas said that, generally speaking, the elections had gone smoothly and the members of the Mission he had headed had been given all the safeguards they needed to go about their work. Mr. Cárdenas also referred to the electoral reforms enacted in Nicaragua following recommendations made by the OAS on previous occasions.
The Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, Ambassador Denis Moncada, thanked Mr. Cardenas for his report and emphasized that the elections held in his country has been peaceful and civic-minded.  The representatives of the United States, Panama, Venezuela, Canada, and Bolivia referred to the report presented and the electoral process in Nicaragua.
The Permanent Council:
· Took note of the report presented and the recommendations of the Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission conducted by the OAS in Nicaragua on November 4, 2012;

· Thanked the Chief of Mission, Mr. Lázaro Cárdenas Batel, and his team for the work accomplished in Nicaragua, and

· Congratulated the people and Government of Nicaragua on the election held. 
3. Report of the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security on the Fourth Meeting of the Working Group on Transnational Organized Crime and draft resolution on place and date.

The Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, Ambassador Bayney Karran, Permanent Representative of Guyana, presented the corresponding report and the draft resolution, document CP/CSH-1442/12 rev. 1, to establish the place and date of the Fourth Meeting of the Working Group on Transnational Organized Crime, which, he said, had to be held to comply with the General Assembly mandate that, through resolution AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12) “Advancing Hemispheric Security:  A Multidimensional Approach," calls upon the Working Group to examine its structure, functions, and obligations with respect to the presentation of reports and to submit its recommendations to the Committee on Hemispheric Security.

After the representatives of Trinidad and Tobago and Brazil and the Secretary General had expressed their views on the subject matter for which the Group is responsible, its work, and the scheduled meeting, the Permanent Council:

i. Took note of the report presented by the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security regarding the holding of the Fourth Meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime and of the presentations by the delegations and the Secretary General; and 

ii. Adopted the resolution entitled "Place and Date of the Fourth Meeting of the Technical Group on Transnational Organized Crime," as contained in document CP/CSH-1442/12 rev. 1, which  provides for the meeting being held on March 11, 2012, at the headquarters of the Organization. The resolution was subsequently published as document CP/RES. 1008 (1890/12).

4. Proposals for implementing the recommendations of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights With a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System
When this item came up for consideration, the Chair of the Permanent Council summarized the work that had been done on it thus far:  Ambassador Hernandez recalled that: 

· Resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12), adopted during the forty-second regular session of the OAS General Assembly, in June 2012, welcomed the report of the Working Group and instructed the Permanent Council, on the basis of the report, to draw up proposals for its application in dialogue with all the parties involved. Said proposals were to be presented for the consideration of a special session of the General Assembly to be held no later than the first quarter of 2013.

· The Report contains 53 recommendations to the IACHR on each of these topics, 10 to the States on some of these topics, and one to the General Secretariat regarding more robust funding for the IAHRS.

· With a view to implementing the aforementioned resolution, on September 10, 2012, the Permanent Council adopted a Work Plan (document CP/doc.4787/12 rev. 4, corr. 1), in which it was agreed to divide the Council's work into four stages: 1) reception of written proposals for implementing the recommendations; 2) examination and discussion of the proposals received; 3) preparation of the report to be considered by the General Assembly; 4) a special session of the General Assembly.

· On October 23, 2012, after extensive consultation, the IACHR published a document replying to the recommendations it had received (document CP/INF.6541/12 corr. 1). With a view to discussing its replies, the IACHR invited interested delegations to a public hearing on October 31, 2012. 
· During the second stage of the Permanent Council's Work Plan for implementing, resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12), presented its reply in a formal meeting, held on November 7, 2012. In addition, we delegations had a conversation on November 12, 2012, with the members of the IACHR and its Executive Secretariat.

· At the end of its 146th period of sessions, the IACHR announced that the next step in its process would be publication of draft amendments to its Rules of Procedure, to be consulted with all stakeholders in the inter-American human rights system. Once comments have been received, the Commission will analyze them and take a final decision on amendments to its Rules of Procedure and to the institution's policies and practices. 

· During the first stage of the Work Plan and after the second had begun, 17 documents were received from the delegations of member states, containing proposals regarding implementation of the Report of the Working Group. Essentially, those proposals referred to specific actions that the member states could undertake to implement the recommendations addressed to them; actions that the IACHR could undertake to implement the recommendations addressed to it; and actions that the General Secretariat could undertake to implement the recommendation addressed to it. There were also some proposals regarding possible amendments to the American Convention on Human Rights, and to the IACHR Statute and Rules of Procedure.

· All the proposals received were included in a compendium compiled and published by the Secretariat of the Permanent Council, document CP/INF.6604/12.

· In addition, 16 documents were received from over 150 civil society organizations and users of the IAHRS.

· Finally, one document was received from the Secretary General of the Organization of American States regarding financial strengthening of the inter-American human rights system (document CP/INF.6585/12).

· During the second stage of the Work Plan, the Permanent Council held six special meetings in November and December 2012 for presentation, examination, and discussion of the proposals received, in addition to two informal meetings for the same purpose.
· Between those meetings, on November 7, 2012, the Permanent Council held a special meeting with the IACHR to talk about its reply to the recommendations, and on November 12, 2012 it held an informal conversation for the same purpose. There were also two special meetings with civil society organizations and users of the IAHRS to listen to their proposals on the Working group's recommendations. 

· Finally, on December 11, 2012, the Permanent Council held a special meeting to listen to the President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and the Director of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights. An invitation was also extended to the Inter-American Juridical Committee with a view to hearing its point of view. The invitation was declined because of scheduling problems.

After the summary by the Chair of the Permanent Council, the Executive Secretary of the IACHR, Mr. Emilio Alvarez-Icaza, gave a report on the work accomplished by the IACHR with regard to both the recommendations it had received and those it was scheduled to receive in order to agree on reforms to its policies, practices, and Rules of Procedure. The representatives of the United States, Colombia, Guatemala, Costa Rica, Venezuela, Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, Argentina, Canada, Ecuador, Haiti, and the Secretary General took the floor to refer to the work done by both the Permanent Council and the IACHR and the next phase of preparations for the special session of the General Assembly, and to commend the work accomplished by the Chair of the Council.

Ambassador Hernández then presented the document "Measures for Implementing the Recommendations contained in the Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights With a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System and the Proposed Draft Resolution for the Special Session of the General Assembly," document CP/doc.4813/12, and pointed out the premises underlying preparation of the unofficial working document aimed at facilitating the next stage of discussions. 

The representatives of Peru, Ecuador, Nicaragua, Uruguay, and El Salvador then expressed their opinion regarding the document presented by the Chair and pointed out that it would be up to the Council to pronounce on:  a) the question of whether or not it would serve as the base document for the negotiations pending; and b) working procedures and a calendar for conducting those negotiations.

After the delegations had aired their views, the Permanent Council brought to a close the second stage of the work plan contained in document CP/doc.4787/12 rev. 4 corr. 1 for implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12).

5. Proposal to prioritize OAS mandates

Following up on the work done on prioritizing mandates, and pursuant to the decision taken by the Permanent Council during its meeting on December 5, 2012, the Chair presented the document "Strategic Vision of the OAS. Amendment to the Procedure and Schedule," document CP/doc.4812/12, through which changes would be made to the procedure and schedule for prioritization.

The acting representative for Brazil, Mr. Breno da Costa,, referred to the mandates stemming from the General Committee and those that both the Inter-American Council for Integral Development and the Committee on Hemispheric Security had determined did not correspond to their respective spheres of competence. He suggested that the General Committee might like to install a working group to perform the prioritization tasks assigned to it. After recalling that the document entitled "A Strategic Vision of the OAS," submitted by the Secretary General to the Permanent Council at its meeting of February 1, 2012, document CP/doc.4673/11, had still to be considered by the member states, the acting representative of Brazil suggested making an adjustment to the document presented by the Chair. 

After accepting the change suggested by the acting representative of Brazil, the Permanent Council adopted the document "Strategic Vision of the OAS. Amendment to the Procedure and Schedule, document CP/doc.4812/12 rev. 1, through which:
i.
The Permanent Council extended until the second half of March, 2013, the time allowed for the permanent committees and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to conclude their prioritization of mandates proposal taking into consideration the "A Strategic Vision of the OAS" document with respect to the resolutions corresponding to their sphere of responsibility.
ii.
The Permanent Council decided that in order to facilitate their work, the Secretariat would provide interpretation and translation of documents to the permanent committees (and CIDI) that so request.
iii.
The Permanent Council took note of the request by CIDI and the Committee on Hemispheric Security to remit to the competent body certain mandates that were originally assigned to them and asked the Secretariat to provide that body with the relevant information so that the screening exercise could continue.  Accordingly, the General Committee shall receive the mandates that apply to it and establish a working group to perform the task of prioritizing its mandates. The Secretariat was kindly requested to deal with any other requests for re-channeling of mandates that it might receive from other committees.
iv.
The Permanent Council decided, as established in document CP/CAAP-2977/08 add. 1 corr. 1, that mandates derived from ministerial meetings and the Summits of the Americas were to be included in this exercise by the organ responsible for attending to them.
v.
The Permanent Council requested the Chairs of the Working Groups reviewing mandates of the permanent committees and CIDI to present it during January 2013, with proposed criteria for prioritizing mandates, with a view to dealing with them in a homogeneous and coordinated manner and in order to enable the mandates prioritization process to be completed by the deadline indicated in paragraph i., above.
vi.
The Permanent Council shall continue, as a matter or priority and as it sees fit, political dialogue aimed at determining the best ways to achieve the purposes for which the OAS was founded. The dialogue will attempt to reach conclusions setting guidelines for a definitive prioritization of the mandates the Organization must pursue.
6. Adoption of the following Permanent Council meeting minutes: 
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The Council adopted the following minutes:

· CP/ACTA 1826/11 of the joint meeting held with the Inter-American Council for Integral Development on November 10, 2012
· CP/ACTA 1827/11, of the regular meeting of November 10, 2011
· CP/ACTA 1855/12, of the regular meeting of May 25, 2012;

7. Other business

· The Chair of the Permanent Council mentioned communications he was having with representatives of the Council of Europe to consider the possibilities of establishing an ongoing dialogue with the OAS aimed at exchanging and comparing experiences and thoughts on matters of interest.

· The permanent representative of the delegation of the United States, Ambassador Carmen Lomellin, announced that she would shortly be asking the Permanent Council to discuss the matters described in the letter sent by members of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the United States Senate to the Chair of the Permanent Council on how the Organization was operating (letter published as document CP/INF.6589/12).  The representatives of Canada, Ecuador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Venezuela, Brazil, and the Secretary General referred to the matter raised by the Permanent Representative of the United States and to the contents of the above-mentioned letter.
· The Chair of the Permanent Council adjourned the meeting, acknowledging the support he had received from all the representatives during his terms, which will conclude on December 31, 2012. Ambassador Hernández also thanked the staff of the General Secretariat for their cooperation.
There being no further matters to consider, the meeting adjourned at 1:25 p.m.
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�.	The statements and comments appear in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1890/12.
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