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Record of the regular meeting held on January 15 and 16, 2014
CP/ACTA 1952/14
/

The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador Pedro Vergés, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic to the Organization of American States (OAS). Scheduled for 10:30 a.m., the meeting was called to order at 10:36 a.m.

The statutory quorum was established with representatives of the following states in attendance: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
The audio recording of the meeting is available from the following link:

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_OD_1952_01-15-2014.MP3 http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_OD_1952_01-16-2014.MP3
1. Adoption of the order of business
The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1952/13 rev. 1, as submitted.
Before proceeding to the items on the order of business, the Chair of the Permanent Council and Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic to the Organization of American States (OAS), Ambassador Pedro Vergés, delivered his maiden speech, as he embarked on his stint at the helm of the Permanent Council.
2. Welcome to the Permanent Representative of the Republic of Paraguay, Ambassador Elisa Ruiz Díaz
The Permanent Council welcomed the new Permanent Representative of the Republic of Paraguay, Ambassador Elisa Ruiz, who had presented her credentials to the Secretary General on December 2, 2013. Firstly, the Chair of the Permanent Council made welcoming remarks to Ambassador Ruiz. Following this, Ambassador Ruiz Díaz restated the commitment of the Republic of Paraguay to the purposes and principles of the Organization of American States, emphasizing especially the strengthening of her country's relations with the Organization; the work of policy-making bodies that she considered to be of utmost importance; and her country's commitment to a most successful forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly, scheduled to be held in early June 2014 in Paraguay. Ambassador Ruiz Díaz was welcomed by the representatives of Nicaragua, on behalf of the SICA member states; United States; Venezuela, on behalf of the ALADI member states; Canada; Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, on behalf of the CARICOM member states; Argentina; Colombia; Brazil; Mexico; and Uruguay, as well as by Assistant Secretary General Ambassador Albert Ramdin.
3. Death Penalty in the Americas
The request to discuss the issue was submitted by the Permanent Mission of Mexico: CP/doc.4955/14. The Permanent Council heard the presentation on this topic by the Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Emilio Rabasa. After this, the following delegations took the floor:  Costa Rica, Argentina, United States, Jamaica, Colombia, Venezuela, Uruguay, Nicaragua, Bolivia, El Salvador, Chile, and Brazil, as well as the Permanent Observer Missions of the European Union and France.
The Permanent Council took note of the presentations and statements that were made on this subject. At the request of that delegation, the text of the presentation by Mexico (CP/INF.6852/14) was distributed the end of the meeting. 
4. Joint Statement by the Government of the Republic of Haiti and the Government of the Dominican Republic, dated January 7, 2014
The request to discuss the issue was submitted by the Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic: CP/INF.6846/14. The Permanent Council heard the presentation on this topic by the Alternate Representative of the Dominican Republic, Counselor Flavio Medina. This was followed by comments from Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti to the OAS. 
The Permanent Council took note of the presentations and statements that were made on this subject.
5. Disaster in the Eastern Caribbean during Christmas 2013 and its aftermath
The request to discuss the issue was submitted by the Permanent Mission of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines:  CP/INF.6844/14. The Permanent Council heard the presentation made on this subject by the Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Ambassador La Celia A. Prince. This was followed by statements by the delegations of Saint Lucia, Dominica, Grenada, Jamaica, Haiti, Suriname, United States, Canada, Barbados, Colombia, Venezuela, Nicaragua, and Mexico. OAS Assistant Secretary General Ambassador Albert Ramdin and the Permanent Observer Mission of the European Union to the OAS also commented.

The Permanent Council took note of the presentations and statements that were made on this subject.
· Because of time constraints, at this point, a decision was taken to do the farewell to Ambassador Vielmann.

6. Farewell to the Permanent Representative of Guatemala, Ambassador José Rodrigo Vielmann de León
The Permanent Council bade farewell to the outgoing Permanent Representative of Guatemala, Ambassador José Rodrigo Vielmann de León, who was returning to Guatemala to assume the position of Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of his country. Firstly, the Chair of the Permanent Council paid tribute to Ambassador Vielmann’s outstanding stint with the Organization, noting, among others, the key role he played in the successful staging of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly, which was held in La Antigua, Guatemala, in June 2013. Bidding Ambassador Vielmann farewell were the representatives of Haiti; Nicaragua, on behalf of the SICA member states; Venezuela, on behalf of the ALADI member states; Mexico; United States; Canada; and Colombia; as well as Assistant Secretary General Ambassador Albert Ramdin and the Permanent Observer of Spain to the OAS.
Finally, reiterating Guatemala's commitment to the purposes and principles of the Organization of American States, Ambassador José Rodrigo Vielmann Leon emphasized the main programs that strengthened the bonds of cooperation between the OAS and his country, political and technical issues of particular interest to Guatemala, and that nation's interest in a special OAS General Assembly session being held to follow up on Declaration AG/DEC.73 ( XLIII-O/13 ) corr. 1 "Declaration of Antigua Guatemala:  For a Comprehensive Policy against the World Drug Problem in the Americas," possibly in October 2014 in Guatemala.
· The meeting was adjourned at 2:14 p.m., to be resumed on Thursday, January 16, 2014 at 10:00 a.m.

· The meeting was resumed on Thursday, January 16, 2014 at 10:14 a.m.

7. Report on the World Human Rights Forum (Brasilia, December 10-13, 2013)
The request to discuss the issue was submitted by the Permanent Mission of Brazil: CP/INF.6845/14. The Permanent Council heard the presentation on this topic by the Interim Representative of Brazil, Mr. Breno Dias Da Costa. This was followed by comments from the delegations of Mexico and Colombia.
The Permanent Council took note of the presentations and statements that were made on this subject.
8. Haiti, four years after the January 12, 2010 earthquake
The request to discuss the issue was submitted by the Permanent Mission of HaitiCP/INF.6847/14:  
. The Permanent Council heard the presentation on this topic by the Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti to the OAS. At the request of the delegation of Haiti, a video was also shown. The following delegations then took the floor: Venezuela, Honduras, Argentina, Trinidad and Tobago, Canada, United States, Mexico, Dominican Republic, Brazil, El Salvador, Colombia, and Nicaragua. OAS Assistant Secretary General Ambassador Albert Ramdin also made comments.
The Permanent Council took note of the presentations and statements that were made on this subject.
9. Plan of Action for the Optimization of the Use of Information Technology (presentation by the CAAP)
The Permanent Council heard the presentation by Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) and Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS, Ambassador Allan Culham, on the "Plan of Action for the Optimization of the Use of Information Technology," contained in document CP/CAAP-3277/13.
Having heard the presentation by the Chair of the CAAP, as well as the statements by Paraguay and the United States, the Council took note thereof and placed on the record that this Plan of Action for the Optimization of the Use of Information Technology was received and, as noted by the Chair of the CAAP, would be monitored through quarterly reports.
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10. Adoption of the following Permanent Council meeting minutes:
The Permanent Council adopted the following minutes: 
· CP/ACTA 1922/13 (regular meeting of May 25, 2013) and
· CP/ACTA 1943/13 (special meeting of October 28, 2013).
11. Other business
· The delegations of Mexico and Argentina made ​​a brief tribute to the memory of Juan Gelman, a writer who used his work to fight injustice in the Americas. Born in Argentina in 1930, he died in Mexico, where he had lived for nearly four decades.
· The delegations of Canada and the United States made mention of the request they submitted to the organizers of the Third Meeting of States Parties to the American Convention on Human Rights, to be held in Montevideo, Uruguay, on January 21 and 22, 2014, to attend as observers. The delegation of Uruguay stated that invitations to states parties had been sent out by Ecuador and Uruguay, and that requests to participate as observers, as noted by Canada and the United States, had been duly forwarded to its Ministry of Foreign Affairs for consideration.
· The Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS, Ambassador Juan Federico Jiménez Mayor, delivered a message to the Permanent Council. It was subsequently distributed as document CP/INF.6851/14.
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 12:13 p.m. on Thursday, January 16, 2014.  
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� .	The statements and comments are contained in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA. 1952/13.
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