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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador Pedro Vergés, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic to the Organization of American States (OAS). The meeting was called to order at 9:45 a.m.

The statutory quorum was established with the presence of representatives of Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United States Uruguay, and Venezuela.   
The recording of the meeting can be found at the following link: http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_OD_1953_01-31-2014.MP3  
1. Adoption of the order of business 
The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1953/13, as presented. 
Before proceeding to consider the items on the order of business, at the request of the delegation of El Salvador, the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Pedro Vergés, invited those present to observe a minute of silence in memory of the Mexican writer and humanist, José Emilio Pacheco.  The Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Emilio Rabasa, then gave a presentation on the life and legacy of Mr. Pacheco. 
2. Welcome to the Permanent Representative of the Republic of Ecuador, Ambassador Marco Vinicio Albuja Martínez.
The Permanent Council welcomed the new Permanent Representative of the Republic of Ecuador, Ambassador Marco Vinicio Albuja Martínez, who presented his credentials to the Secretary General on January 13, 2014. The Chair of the Permanent Council then conveyed his words of welcome to Ambassador Albuja. Ambassador Albuja responded with remarks to the members of the Council regarding his expectations in performing the duties conferred on him by his Government and his thoughts regarding the work and future of the Organization. The following extended a welcome to Ambassador Albuja: the representative of Costa Rica, on behalf of the member states of SICA; the representative of Guyana, on behalf of the member states of CARICOM; the representative of Venezuela, on behalf of the member states of ALADI; and the representatives of Canada, United States, Dominican Republic, and Colombia; as well as the Secretary General, Mr. José Miguel Insulza.
3. Report of the OAS Secretary General on his activities away from headquarters.
The OAS Secretary General, Mr.  José Miguel Insulza, delivered an oral report to the members of the Permanent Council regarding his activities away from headquarters during the past three months. The following delegations then took the floor: Honduras, Costa Rica, and the United States. 
The Permanent Council took note of the presentation and the comments thereon.
4. Report of the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs on the following requests to be granted the status of permanent observer to the Organization of American States from:
First, at the request of the Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS, Ambassador Arturo Vallarino, the Council decided to postpone consideration of the Report and Draft Resolution on the request by the Sovereign Order of Malta to be granted the status of Permanent Observer to the OAS (CP/CAJP-3197/13 corr. 1), until consultations among the delegations have concluded.  
Second, Ambassador Arturo Vallarino, on behalf of the CAJP, presented its Report and Draft Resolution relating to the request by Montenegro to be granted the status of Permanent Observer to the OAS. (CP/CAJP-3196/13). Thereafter and since Argentina withdrew its reservation regarding the CAJP's recommendation, and no objections had been raised, the Permanent Council proceeded to adopt the CAJP's resolution CP/RES. 1023 (1953/14)
Third Ambassador Arturo Vallarino, on behalf of the CAJP, presented its Report and Draft Resolution relating to the request by the Principality of Liechtenstein to be granted the status of Permanent Observer to the OAS. (CP/CAJP-3198/13). Thereafter and since Argentina withdrew its reservation regarding the CAJP's recommendation, and no objections had been raised, the Permanent Council proceeded to adopt the CAJP's resolution CP/RES. 1024 (1953/14)
5. Adoption of the following Permanent Council meeting minutes: 
The Permanent Council adopted the following minutes: 
· CP/ACTA 1902/13 (special meeting of Monday, February 25, 2013)
· CP/ACTA 1904/13 (special meeting of Thursday, March 07, 2013), and
· CP/ACTA 1905/13 (special meeting of Friday, March 08, 2013).
6. Farewell to the Alternate Representative of Argentina, 
Martín Gómez Bustillo.
At the request of the Permanent Mission of Chile, conveyed in a note published as CP/INF. 6854/14, the Permanent Council bade farewell to Argentina's Alternate Representative, Minister Martín Gómez Bustillo. First, the Chair of the Permanent Council paid tribute to Minister Gómez Bustillo's outstanding record at the Organization, underscoring, among other contributions, his work as Charge d'Affaires of the Argentine Mission between July 1, 2010 and September 17, 2013. 
The following bade farewell to Minister Gómez Bustillo: the representative of Costa Rica, on behalf of the member states of SICA; the representative of Venezuela, on behalf of the member states of ALADI; the representative of Guyana, on behalf of the member states of CARICOM; and the representatives of Mexico, Uruguay, United States, Canada, Paraguay, Peru, Dominican Republic, Barbados, Dominica, Bolivia., and El Salvador; as well as the Secretary General, Mr. José Miguel Insulza, and the Representative of Spain's Permanent Observer mission to the OAS
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Minister Gómez Bustillo then took stock of this -- his second -- stint as a member of the Argentine delegation to the OAS and stressed in his words of appreciation the team spirit shown by the delegations and all the support he had received in the performance of his duties from the staff of the General Secretariat and of the Argentine mission.
7. Other business
· The delegation of El Salvador then told those present about the presidential elections due to be held in his country on Sunday, February 2, 2014, which would be observed by an OAS electoral mission/
· The Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Emilio Rabasa, presented the OAS with part of the literary opus of Mexican writer and humanist, José Emilio Pacheco, with a view to it being housed in the Columbus Memorial Library. The Chair of the Council expressed his condolences for the death of Mr. Pacheco.
· The delegation of Uruguay expressed its condolences for the passing away of Argentine writer Juan Gelman.
· The representative of Spain's Permanent observer mission to the OAS invited the delegations to visit the Eighth Ibero-American Architecture and Urban Design Biennial.
· The Permanent Representative of Chile, Ambassador Dario Paya, invited the delegations to the ceremony for the reinstatement of the Bust of author Gabriela Mistral and the inauguration of the bench for meditation in the garden of the OAS Main Building, an event organized by the Permanent Mission of Chile. 
There being no further matters to consider, the meeting was adjourned at 12:15 p.m.  
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� .	The statements and comments appear in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1953/14.
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