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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador Pedro Vergés, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic to the Organization of American States (OAS). The meeting was called to order at 10:24 a.m.

The statutory quorum was established with the presence of representatives of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, Ecuador, El Salvador, the United States, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, the Dominican Republic, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
The recording of the meeting can be found at the following link: 
http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_OD_1958_03-10-2014.MP3 
1. Adoption of the order of business
The Chair reported on the written communication received from the Permanent Mission of Mexico requesting that the fifth item on the order of business, the Commemoration of International Women’s Day, be postponed to a future session. In view of this, the Permanent Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1958/14 rev. 2, with the corresponding modification.
Before proceeding to address the items on the order of business, the Chair of the Permanent Council expressed his congratulations on the elections held the previous weekend in Colombia, Costa Rica, and El Salvador.
2. Welcome to the Permanent Representative of the Republic of Guatemala, Ambassador José María Argueta
The Permanent Council welcomed the new Permanent Representative of the Republic of Guatemala, Ambassador José María Argueta, who presented his letters of credence to the Secretary General on February 6, 2014. First, the Chair of the Permanent Council extended his words of welcome to Ambassador Argueta, highlighting the ambassador’s academic experience and career path.
The Permanent Representative of Guatemala then addressed the Council to report on the changes being achieved by President Otto Fernando Pérez Molina’s government through the zero hunger pact; the fiscal and competitiveness pact; and the security, justice, and peace pact. He also referred to the consolidation of efforts to combat the global drug problem in the Americas as one of his government’s core initiatives, and he expressed his support for defining and implementing a new strategic vision for the OAS, among other issues. The representatives of Argentina, on behalf of the ALADI member states; Nicaragua, on behalf of the SICA member states; Trinidad and Tobago, on behalf of the CARICOM member states; and the United States, Canada, the Dominican Republic, Colombia, Belize, Peru, Mexico, Costa Rica, and El Salvador greeted Ambassador Argueta.
3. Place and date of the fifteenth regular meeting of the Consultative Committee of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA) and of the seventh meeting of the OAS Group of Experts to Prepare Model Legislation in the Areas to Which the CIFTA Refers, both meetings convened by resolution AG/RES. 2809 (XLIII-O/13).
The Permanent Mission of Peru, as the Secretariat pro tempore of the CIFTA, requested that this item be included in the order of business of this regular meeting, and that a draft resolution be distributed for the consideration and approval of the Permanent Council through note CP/doc.4962/14.

Following up on the foregoing, the Permanent Council heard the presentation made by the delegation of Peru, and, as no objections were raised, thereafter proceeded to adopt the resolution CP/RES. 1026 (1958/14).

4. Place and date of the Meeting of National Authorities on Transnational Organized Crime, convened by resolution AG/RES. 2809 (XLIII-O/13)
The Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, Ambassador Duly Brutus, requested that this item be included in the order of business of this regular meeting, and that a draft resolution be distributed for the consideration and approval of the Permanent Council through note CP/doc.4963/14.

Following up on the foregoing, the Permanent Council heard the presentation made by the Vice Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, Counselor Flavio Medina, Alternate Representative of the Dominican Republic, and, as no objections were raised, thereafter proceeded to adopt the resolution CP/RES. 1027 (1958/14).

5. Adoption of Permanent Council meeting minutes: 
The Permanent Council approved the following meeting minutes: 

· CP/ACTA 1906/13 (special meeting of March 13, 2013), 

· CP/ACTA 1908/13 (special meeting of March 19, 2013), 

· CP/ACTA 1909/13 (regular meeting of March 20, 2013), and
· CP/ACTA 1938/13 (regular meeting of October 2, 2013).

6. Farewell to the Permanent Representative of Chile, Ambassador Darío Paya 
The Permanent Council bid farewell to the Permanent Representative of Chile, Ambassador Darío Paya, who presented his letters of credence to the Secretary General on April 9, 2010. First, the Chair of the Permanent Council extended his message of farewell to Ambassador Paya, highlighting the ambassador’s personal and professional qualities and wishing him the best of luck in his future endeavors. 
The representatives of Argentina, on behalf of the ALADI member states; Nicaragua, on behalf of the SICA member states; Trinidad and Tobago, on behalf of the CARICOM member states; the United States, Canada, Costa Rica, Uruguay, Belize, Venezuela, Brazil, Colombia, Paraguay, Mexico, Dominica, the Dominican Republic, Peru, Honduras, and Guatemala bid farewell to Ambassador Paya, as did the Chief of Staff of the Secretary General, Ambassador Hugo De Zela, and the representative of the Permanent Observer of Spain, on behalf of the Permanent Observers of Spain, France, and Germany.
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The Permanent Representative of Chile thanked the member states and reflected on his career at the OAS.

7. Other business
· The delegation of Panama sent a message to the women of the Hemisphere in order to commemorate International Women’s Day, and brought up the possibility of a Venezuelan congresswoman addressing the member states in a future meeting of the Permanent Council.
· The delegation of Brazil announced Ambassador João Clemente Baena Soares’ candidacy for the Inter-American Juridical Committee and asked for the delegations’ support for his reelection. It likewise stressed that it was important for the new Secretary of Administration and Finance of the Secretariat General to introduce himself before the Permanent Council, in order for the Council to get to know him and to hear the ideas he brings to his new position. 
· The delegation of Mexico explained that it had requested to address the item on the order of business regarding International Women’s Day at a later Council meeting because the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) was away from headquarters. 

· The delegation of Nicaragua expressed its regret that International Women’s Day could not be commemorated in a timely fashion in the Council. 
There being no further matters to consider, the meeting was adjourned at 12:48 p.m.  
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�.	The statements and comments appear in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1958/14.
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