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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was conducted under the chairmanship of Ambassador Jacinth Lorna Henry-Martin, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the Organization of American States (OAS). It was called to order at 10:15 a.m.
The representatives of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela in attendance at the meeting constituted the statutory quorum.
The audio recording of the meeting may accessed at the following link: 
http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_OD_1963-04-23-2014.MP3   
Before taking up consideration of the items on the order of business, the Permanent Council observed a moment of silence in tribute to the late Colombian writer Gabriel García Márquez. The Chair announced that, at the request of the Permanent Mission of Colombia, the Council would hold a special meeting on April 30, 2014 to honor the memory of the Colombian writer.
1. Adoption of the order of business 

The Permanent Council adopted without amendment the draft order of business (CP/OD-1963/13 rev. 1).
2. Presentation of a proposed structure for conducting the work of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health [AG/RES. 2769 (XLIII-O/13)] 

The proposal prepared by the Permanent Mission of Peru was presented by Minister Raúl Salazar, Alternate Representative of Peru to the OAS, and supported by document CP/INF.6917/14.
After the delegation of Brazil and the Secretary General had taken the floor in this regard, the Council decided to take note of their interventions and to refer this matter to the General Committee for consideration.
3. Draft Declaration:  The Electoral Process in Haiti
The proposed draft Declaration presented by the Permanent Mission of Haiti was presented by the Acting Representative of Haiti to the OAS, Ambassador Bocchit Edmond, based on document CP/doc.4983/14.
After different delegations had offered expressions of support and preliminary suggestions for the document, the Council decided to take note thereof and to postpone consideration of this item to its meeting of April 30, since consultations were under way with capitals and among delegations regarding the proposed text.
4. XXI Pan American Child Congress (Brasilia, Brazil, December 10 to 12, 2014), and 89th Regular Meeting of the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) (Brasilia, Brazil, December 9)
The Council considered the note from authorities of the IIN transmitting information on the XXI Pan American Child Congress, to be held in Brasilia, Brazil, from December 10 to 12, 2014, and on the 89th Regular Meeting of the Directing Council of the IIN, to be held in Brasilia, Brazil, on December 9 (CP/doc.4982/14).
After the delegation of Brazil had taken the floor in this regard, the Council decided to take note of its intervention and to refer this matter to the General Committee for consideration.

5. Report of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) regarding requests by civil society organizations for registration with the OAS, and on civil society organizations to be removed from the OAS Roster
Having heard the presentation by the Chair of the CISC on this matter, the Council decided to take note of it and to accept all recommendations contained in the report: CP/CISC-721/14. 
6. Outcome of the mandate classification process conducted by the Committees of the Permanent Council

· Report of Activities of the Informal Working Group to Classify the Mandates of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, presented to the CAJP on March 5, 2014: CP/CAJP-3215/14 
· Report on the Activities of the Informal Working Group to Classify the Mandates Assigned to the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, presented to the CISC on March 2, 2014: CP/CISC-722/14 
· Report on the Activities of the Informal Working Group to Classify the Mandates Assigned to the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH), presented to the CSH on March 10, 2014: CP/CSH/INF.394/14 
Having heard the presentations of the reports of the three Committees on this subject, the Council decided to take note of them and to indicate that the minutes should reflect that the mandate classification item would again be included on the agenda for a regular meeting of the Council once the respective report had been received from the General Committee, this being the only report still pending.  On that future occasion, the Council would take the corresponding decision.

7. Accreditation of interests in the Retirement and Pension Plan of the General Secretariat of the OAS
In opening the consideration of this item, the Secretary General submitted to the member states his concerns regarding the performance of and decisions being taken by the OAS Retirement and Pension Committee of the OAS Retirement and Pension Plan.

For her part, Counselor Margarita Riva, Alternate Representative of United States to the OAS, Alternate Representative of the Permanent Council to the OAS Retirement and Pension Committee of the OAS Retirement and Pension Plan, and current Acting Chair of that Committee, issued a message of confidence in the activities and decisions of the Fund Committee. Counselor Riva announced that the report on the activities of the Committee would be formally submitted shortly. This information was supported by the Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), Ambassador Allan Culham, who reaffirmed the confidence of the Board of External Auditors in the soundness of the OAS Retirement and Pension Plan.
Subsequently, the Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago also took the floor to suggest that consideration be given to the report of the Acting Chair of the Committee and to request that the Council as soon as possible include on its agenda the item of the election of the Principal Representative of the Permanent Council to the OAS Retirement and Pension Committee of the OAS Retirement and Pension Plan, who, in turn, would assume the chairmanship of the Committee.
The Council decided to refer the item to the CAAP for its consideration, for which it indicated that it hoped to obtain the documentation offered by the Secretary General and by the Acting Chair of the Committee. 
The Council also took note of the interventions and the requests made regarding consideration of the annual report of the Committee and the election of the Principal Representative of the Council to the Committee.

8. Reports of the Inspector General:  Mechanism for Member States to Access them 
The Permanent Council heard the verbal presentation of the report by Ambassador Allan Culham, Chair of the CAAP and Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS, on consideration by that body of the proposal contained in document CP/doc.4975/14.

Having heard the report, in which it is indicated that the CAAP had agreed with the proposed methodology, the Council decided, regarding the reports of the Inspector General that:
1. Once the Inspector General issues a report, he would present it to the Secretary General, who, in turn, would make it available to the Permanent Council, and the Chair of the Council, by note to the delegations, would notify them of the existence of that report, identifying its subject matter.

2. As confidential and specialized documents, the reports of the Inspector General are easily handled by the staff of the Office of the Inspector General; therefore, the member states should contact that Office to consult these reports if their subject matter is of interest to them, to request any copies they need, and for answers to any technical questions they have regarding the reports.
3. Any delegation wishing to refer a specific report to the Permanent Council for its consideration should so request by note to the Chair of the Permanent Council, for inclusion of that report on the order of business of a regular meeting of the Council. At that meeting, the Council would first determine such measures of confidentiality as it deems necessary and then proceed to consideration of that report. 
9. Presentation on the Second Virtual Educa Caribbean Symposium to be held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, on May 19 and 20, 2014
The presentation on this item was given by Ambassador Neil Parsan, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS.

After the delegation of Dominica and the Secretary General had taken the floor in this regard, the Council decided to take note of their interventions.
10. Approval of Permanent Council meeting minutes: 
The Permanent Council approved the following minutes:
CP/ACTA 1910/13 (special meeting of March 25, 2013)
CP/ACTA 1914/13 (regular meeting of April 10, 2013) 
CP/ACTA 1915/13 (regular meeting of April 17, 2013)
CP/ACTA 1929/13 (special meeting of July 17, 2013)
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Other business
· Regarding the preparations for the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly, the delegation of Paraguay advised that it would not be necessary to conduct a lottery for the allocation of hotel rooms among delegations, and also reported on the visa requirements for entry into Paraguay.
· The Secretary General advised the delegations that one of the General Secretariat properties, the “F” Street Administration Building, had received the sustainable building certification.

· Several delegations referred to the Fourth Conference of States Parties to the American Convention on Human Rights, to be held in Haiti, in late May.
· The delegation of Canada, whose country presided over the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters of the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, referred to upcoming meetings to be held to consider the budget ceiling.
· The delegation of Ecuador mentioned a border issue of interest to its country and to Costa Rica.
· The delegation of Mexico reminded the delegations of the importance of forwarding their comments, by April 25, on the working document of the Working Group on the Strategic Vision of the OAS.
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�.	The statements and comments are contained in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA. 1963/14.
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