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The Permanent Council held a special meeting on April 30, 2014, to pay posthumous tribute to the famed Colombian writer and Nobel laureate in literature, Gabriel García Márquez. The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Milton Romani Gerner, Vice-Chair of the Permanent Council and Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS.
The statutory quorum was met, with representatives of the following states in attendance: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
Initially addressing the Council on that occasion were Ambassador Milton Romani Gerner, Vice-Chair of the Permanent Council and Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS; Ambassador Andrés González Díaz, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS; Ambassador Emilio Rabasa, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS; Ambassador Hugo De Zela, Chief of Staff of the Secretary General; and, Mr. Jaime Abello Banfi, Director of Fundación Nuevo Periodismo Iberoamericano “FNPI” (via videoconference from Cartagena de Indias, Colombia).
Subsequently, a collective reading of passages from the novel “One Hundred Years of Solitude” was delivered by eleven ambassadors in their own language, after which the audio recording of Gabriel García Márquez’s acceptance speech of the Nobel Prize in Literature was played.
Finally, remarks were made by the delegations of Argentina (in representation of ALADI), Canada, Guyana (in representation of CARICOM), Costa Rica (in representation of SICA), United States, Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru, Chile, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Haiti, Honduras, Bolivia, Dominican Republic, Paraguay, Mexico, Brazil, Colombia, and El Salvador; as well as the Chief of Staff of the Assistant Secretary General of the OAS and representatives of the Permanent Observers from Italy, Spain and France.

Verbatim transcripts of the speeches delivered may be found in the minutes of the meeting, document CP/ACTA-1964/14.

The audio recording of the meeting is available at: 
http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_OD_1964-04-30-2014.MP3 
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