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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was conducted under the chairmanship of Ambassador Jacinth Lorna Henry-Martin, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the Organization of American States (OAS).  It was called to order at 9:53 a.m.


The statutory quorum was established with the presence of the representatives of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Santa Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

The audio recording of the meeting may accessed at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_OD_1969_05-21-2014.MP3.
1. Adoption of the order of business (CP/OD-1969/14 rev. 1)

The Permanent Council adopted the order of business (CP/OD-1969/14 rev. 1), at the request of the delegation of Guatemala moving forward to item 3 its consideration of “Launch of the collaborative competition: “The Voice of the Youth of the Americas.”
2. Presentation of the 2013 Annual Report of the Secretary General
The Secretary General made some general remarks regarding his Annual Report (CP/doc.4988/14), emphasizing that it had yet to be considered by the delegations and that he recommended that more time be allowed for the member states to review it.

No delegation having taken the floor, the Council decided to include this item again on the agenda for an upcoming meeting of the Permanent Council.

3. Launch of collaborative competition : "The Voice of the Youth of the Americas"
The Council considered this item at the request of the Permanent Mission of Guatemala issued by Note CP/INF.6953/14.

The background, details, and objectives of the competition “Preventing and minimizing the damage of drugs” were presented by the Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS, Ambassador José María Argueta, who underscored the three following aspects as key:  (1) How do young people perceive the problem?; (2) How does it impact their lives?; and (3) What do they expect their governments to do with regard to the drug problem?
The delegations of Mexico, Honduras, El Salvador, Peru, Dominican Republic, Dominica, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Uruguay, and Argentina took the floor in that regard and, among others, applauded the efforts of Guatemala to reach out to youth so that concrete actions could be taken in implementation of the Declaration of Antigua Guatemala “For a Comprehensive Policy against The World Drug Problem In The Americas,” adopted at the forty-third regular session of the OAS General Assembly.
The Secretary General pointed to the cooperation now under way between the OAS General Secretariat and the Government of Guatemala for the holding of the competition, based on the corresponding agreements concluded to that end.
When the consideration of this item had concluded, the Council took note of the presentation and the interventions.
4. Report of the Board of External Auditors to the Permanent Council and the General Assembly, pursuant to Article 133 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States
Consideration of this item began with the presentation by Mr. Carlos R. Polit, Chair of the Board of External Auditors, of the report contained in document CP/doc.4991/14, and a second presentation he gave in support of the first (Link). 
This was followed by interventions by the delegations of Brazil, Canada, United States, El Salvador, Mexico, Ecuador, Costa Rica, Honduras, Nicaragua, Trinidad and Tobago, Chile, Bolivia, Venezuela, Barbados, and Ecuador, as well as the Secretary General.
In view of the interest aroused by the report, including matters that the states indicated required their prompt and in-depth attention, and also taking account of different proposals presented by the Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS, Ambassador Allan Culham, Chair of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) and the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters,
/ the Permanent Council decided to include this matter on the agenda for an upcoming meeting.

Several delegations also requested the Board of External Auditors to provide an audit report on the first part of 2014.
When the consideration of this item had concluded, the Council took note of the presentation and the interventions.

5. Report on the activities of the Office of the Inspector General for the period from January 1 to December 31, 2013
With a view to the deliberations on this item, the Chair presented to the delegations for their consideration the report contained in document CP/doc.4989/14.
The delegation of United States then expressed appreciation for both the presentation of the report and the efforts by the Office of the Inspector General for its institutional strengthening, and requested the CAAP to follow up on that report and the member states to have due regard for the recommendations issued by the Inspector General in all his reports.
For his part, the Inspector General advised the Council that a report would be shortly available on the quality control function of the Office of the Inspector General and indicated his commitment to participating in the implementation of the recommendations contained in the report of the External Auditors, although it did not contain specific recommendations for his Office.

When the consideration of this item had concluded, the Council took note of the interventions.

6. Note from the Secretary General to the Chair of the Permanent Council forwarding a cover letter from the Permanent Mission of Ecuador with Note No. MREMH-GM-CGDG-2014-12849 signed by Mr. Ricardo Patiño Aroca, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Human Mobility of the Republic of Ecuador CP/INF.6950/14
.
At the outset of the consideration of this item, the delegation of Ecuador expressed the concern of the Government of Ecuador regarding the manner in which the General Secretariat had handled the incident of the disappearance of the recordings of the meetings of the General Committee held in the framework of the forty-third regular session of the OAS General Assembly, in Antigua, Guatemala. Ecuador also referred to the report of the Inspector General on this subject.
Furthermore, the delegation of Ecuador underscored the need to provide the text of the draft resolution discussed at those meetings of the General Committee, which had to reflect the results of its deliberations and votes thereon, based on the initial proposal presented on the subject of the inter-American human rights system.

Subsequently, the delegation of Panama, the Secretary General, and the Chief of Staff of the Assistant Secretary General took the floor.
On the recommendation of the Secretary General, the Council decided to include this item on the agenda for an upcoming meeting of the Permanent Council that would be attended by the Assistant Secretary General, who was currently away from headquarters.

When the consideration of this item had concluded, the Council took note of the presentation and the interventions.

7. Approval of Permanent Council meeting minutes: 
The Permanent Council approved the following minutes:
· CP/ACTA 1957/14 (closed meeting of March 6-7, 2014)

· CP/ACTA 1959/14 (closed meeting of March 21, 2014).

8. Other business
· Different delegations congratulated the Argentine Republic on “May Revolution Day” and on the Prince of Asturias Award conferred upon Joaquín Salvador Lavado, “Quino,” creator of the character and comic strip “Mafalda.” The Permanent Representative of Argentina to the OAS, Ambassador Nilda Celia Garré, thanked the delegations for their congratulations regarding both matters.
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The delegations of Paraguay and Peru paid tribute to Ms. Lucrecia Baracat, who had recently passed on. Ms. Baracat was a retired staff member who had worked in the General Secretariat for over 45 years.
· The delegation of Paraguay reminded the delegation of its invitation to participate in the 10th Private Sector Forum, “The Americas in the Changing Global Economic Scenario:  The Role of Public-Private Partnerships," to be held on June 2, with the presence of His Excellency Horacio Carte, President of the Republic of Paraguay.

· The delegation of Paraguay mentioned its invitation to the delegations to participate in a tour of that country following the close of the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly.
· The delegation of Mexico expressed regret in connection with the flooding in the territory of the Permanent Observer of Serbia, which had led to death and destruction in that country.
· The delegation of Mexico pointed to the work of the Organization of Women of the Americas (OWA) and thanked it for its efforts to organize the social event on Sunday, May 18 (Food Festival of the Americas).

· The delegation of Venezuela expressed its condolences to the families of 32 children who had recently died in a traffic accident in the Magdalena Department, Colombia.
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�.	The statements and comments are contained in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1969/14.


�.	Which were subsequently published as document �HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/IDMS/Redirectpage.aspx?class=AG/CP/SUB.AAP&classNum=387&lang=e"��AG/CP/Sub.AAP-387/14�.
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