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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador Jacinth Lorna Henry-Martin, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the Organization of American States (OAS).  The meeting began at 2:30 p.m.


The required quorum was reached with the presence of representatives of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

An audio record of the meeting may be found at the following link: 

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_OD_1970-05-23-2014.MP3 
1. Adoption of the order of business (CP/OD-1970/14 rev. 1)

The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1970/14 rev. 1, without changes.

2. Consideration of the draft Declaration of Asunción for the forty-fourth regular session of the OAS General Assembly:  “Development with Social Inclusion” 
The Chair of the Working Group, Permanent Representative of Paraguay to the OAS, Ambassador Elisa Ruiz-Díaz, gave an oral summary of the activities undertaken by the Working Group. The Council took note of the presentation.
The Permanent Council agreed to submit the Draft Declaration of Asunción for the Forty-Fourth Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly: “Development with Social Inclusion” to the General Assembly, along with the recommendation that it be adopted by the plenary of the General Assembly. (AG/doc.5410/14)
3. Consideration of draft General Assembly resolution: “Strategic Vision of the Organization of American States”
The Chair of the Working Group, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS, Ambassador Emilio Rabasa, provided an oral summary of the activities undertaken by the Working Group. The Council took note of the presentation.
The Permanent Council agreed to submit the draft resolution: “Strategic Vision of the Organization of American States” to the General Assembly, along with the recommendation that it be adopted by the plenary of the General Assembly during its forty-fourth regular session. (AG/doc.5411/14)
4. Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP): 
· Oral presentation of the Report of Activities – CAAP (2013-2014)
The corresponding report was presented to the Permanent Council by the Chair of the CAAP, Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS, Ambassador Allan Culham. The Council took note of the presentation.
· Consideration of the draft General Assembly resolution whose preparation had been entrusted to the CAAP: “Progress Towards Accountability, Efficiency, and Effectiveness, and Results in the OAS General Secretariat.”
The Permanent Council agreed to submit this draft resolution to the General Assembly along with the recommendation that it be approved by the plenary of the General Assembly during its forty-forth regular session: AG/doc.5412/14. 
5. Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters of the General Assembly Preparatory Committee:
· Oral presentation of the Report of Activities
The corresponding report was presented to the Permanent Council, acting as the General Assembly Preparatory Committee, by the Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters, Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS, Ambassador Allan Culham. The Council took note of the presentation.
· Consideration of draft General Assembly resolution, whose preparation was entrusted to the Subcommittee, “Financing of the 2015-2016 Program-Budget of the Organization” (AG/doc.5430/14)
After hearing the presentation of the draft by the Chair of the Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters, as well as the comments made by several delegations, the Permanent Council decided to take this issue up once again during its May 27 meeting.
6. Consideration of the Annual Report of the CIDI to the General Assembly (AG/doc.5413/14) 
The corresponding report was presented by the Chair of CIDI and Permanent Representative of Bolivia to the OAS, Ambassador Diego Pary. The Council took note of the presentation.

7. Consideration of draft General Assembly resolutions whose preparation was entrusted to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI): 
A. The Permanent Council agreed to submit the following draft resolutions to the General Assembly along with the recommendation that they be adopted by the plenary of the General Assembly during its forty-fourth regular session:
· Draft omnibus resolution: “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development” (AG/doc.5414/14)
· Draft omnibus resolution: “Strengthening the Inter-American Council for Integral Development:  Policy Dialogue and Partnership for Development” (AG/doc.5415/14)
· Climate Change in the Framework of Sustainable Development in the Hemisphere (AG/doc.5416/14)
· Sustainable and Equitable Cities and Communities in the Americas (AG/doc.5417/14)
· International Mother Earth Day (AG/doc.5418/14)
B. The Council agreed to submit the following draft resolution to the General Assembly along with the recommendation that it be forwarded through the plenary for consideration by the General Committee of the General Assembly during its forty-fourth regular session:
· Follow-up on the Implementation of the Declaration of Cochabamba on “Food Security With Sovereignty in the Americas” (AG/doc.5419/14)
8. Consideration of draft General Assembly resolutions whose preparation was entrusted to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP):
A. The Permanent Council agreed to submit the following draft resolutions to the General Assembly along with the recommendation that they be adopted by the plenary of the General Assembly during its forty-fourth regular session:
· Toward Autonomy for and Strengthening of Official Public Defenders as a Guarantee of Access to Justice (AG/doc.5420/14)
· Right to the Truth (AG/doc.5421/14)
· Adoption of the Follow-Up Mechanism for Implementation of the Protocol of San Salvador (AG/doc.5422/14)
· Recognition of the International Decade for People of African Descent (AG/doc.5423/14)
· Draft Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons (AG/doc.5427/14 corr.1 )
· Prevention and Reduction of Statelessness and Protection of Stateless Persons in the Americas (AG/doc.5427/14)
B. The Permanent Council agreed to submit the following draft resolutions to the General Assembly along with the recommendation that they be forwarded through the plenary for consideration by the General Committee of the General Assembly during its forty-fourth regular session.
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Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Persons with Disabilities and Its Technical Secretariat (AG/doc.5424/14 corr. 1)
· Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity and Expression (AG/doc.5426/14 rev. 1)
9. Other business
· The delegations of Argentina, Mexico, and Nicaragua asked the Permanent Council to proceed with the election of its principal representative to the OAS Retirement and Pension Committee of the Retirement and Pension Plan, reiterating the nomination of Ambassador Neil Parsan, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS. The Chair of the Permanent Council informed the delegations that in order to make a decision on this matter, it would have to be formally included on the Permanent Council’s agenda, which would be seen to as soon as possible.

· The delegations of Brazil and Nicaragua paid posthumous homage to interpreter Alex Stenio Schiavo, who had supported the Organization by providing interpretation in English, French, and Portuguese. The Council observed a moment of silence in his honor.

· The CAJP authorities reported their decision to convene a CAJP meeting for the morning of Tuesday, May 27.
· The delegations of Mexico, Nicaragua, and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines joined in the concern expressed by OAS General Secretariat staff following a serious traffic accident that had left Ms. Valeria López injured. Ms. López had been working in the General Secretariat’s Office of Protocol. In this regard, they asked that the Permanent Council’s solidarity, as well as that of the Secretariat, be conveyed to the Office of Protocol and to the relatives of Valeria López, wishing her a speedy recovery.
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�.	The statements and comments appear in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1970/14.
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