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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador Jacinth Lorna Henry-Martin, Chair of the Council and Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the Organization of American States (OAS).  The meeting began at 10:10 a.m.

The regulatory quorum was established with the presence of the Representatives of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
The audio recording of the meeting can be found at the following link:  
http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_OD_1973-06-18-2014.MP3 
1. Adoption of the order of business 

The Permanent Council approved the order of business, document CP/OD-1973/13 rev. 1, without changes.
2. Farewell to the Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS, Ambassador Arturo Vallarino

The Permanent Council gave an emotional farewell to the Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS, Ambassador Arturo Vallarino, who had represented his country since March 19, 2013.  In his farewell remarks to Ambassador Vallarino, the Chair of the Permanent Council noted his personal qualities as well as his work leading the Council (from April to June, 2013) and a number of subsidiary bodies of the OAS General Assembly.   
Following this, the Representatives of United States and Canada bid farewell to Ambassador Vallarino, as did the Representatives of Trinidad and Tobago, on behalf of the CARICOM member states; Honduras, on behalf of the SICA member states; Argentina, on behalf of the ALADI member states: Mexico, Paraguay, Nicaragua, Peru, Venezuela, Colombia, and Brazil. Also saying farewell were the Secretary General as well as the Permanent Observer Mission of Spain, on behalf of France, Italy, and Spain.
Lastly, Ambassador Vallarino bid farewell to the Council, reviewing his work and thanking his Government for its confidence in him. He also thanked the representatives of the member states; his team in the Mission of Panama to the OAS; the staff of the General Secretariat; and his family, for their support and advice.  
3. Installation of the Style Committee of the forty-fourth regular session of the OAS General Assembly
The Council installed the Style Committee of the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly and established the following composition by language:

· Spanish:  Paraguay

· English:  United States

· French:  Haiti

· Portuguese:  Brazil 

The Council also took note of the following procedural matters:  1) The Chair of the Committee will be elected at the first meeting of the Committee; 2) The Committee's meetings are open to all delegations; 3) The Calendar of meetings and topics for consideration by the Style Committee will be made available at the beginning of July; and 4) the Style Committee will commence its work after July 14, 2014. 

4. Presentation of the Management Modernization Initiative 
The topic "Presentation of the Management Modernization Initiative” was included on the agenda at the request of the Permanent Mission of Canada (CP/INF.6964/14), hence the consideration of the topic was introduced by the Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS, Ambassador Allan Culham.
Following this, the Council heard the Management Modernization Initiative presentation, delivered by Consultant Julian Murray, who used visual aids and document CP/INF.6963/14 as support.

Afterwards, the delegations of Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Dominica, Guyana, Nicaragua, and Canada commented on the presentation and the general topic, as did the Secretary General.  By way of conclusion, the Council decided to take note of the presentations and remarks made on this item on the agenda. 
5. Election of Permanent Council representative to the Retirement and Pension Committee of the OAS Retirement and Pension Plan 
The Council elected the Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago, Ambassador Neil Parsan, as its Principal Representative to the Retirement and Pension Committee of the OAS Retirement and Pension Plan.

His nomination was moved by the delegation of Argentina, seconded by the delegation of Mexico, and supported by the delegations of Venezuela, Peru, and Nicaragua.  All delegations then joined in applause to support the nomination, thus the election was by acclamation. 

6. Request from the Latin American Federation of Judges (FLAM) for the member states of the OAS to adopt minimum principles on independence of the judicial branch CP/INF.6935/14
The Council decided to postpone consideration of this agenda item. 
7. Adoption of the following Permanent Council meeting minutes: 
The Permanent Council adopted the following minutes:  
· CP/ACTA 1919/13 (regular meeting of May 15, 2013)
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CP/ACTA 1961/14 (special meeting of April 8, 2014)

8. Other business
· Forty-fourth regular session of the OAS General Assembly, held in Asunción, Paraguay:
· Several delegations congratulated the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Jacinth Lorna Henry-Martin, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the OAS, for her leadership and excellent work at the helm of the General Committee of the General Assembly.
· The delegation of Ecuador made a general appeal for the mandates of the resolutions and declarations adopted by the General Assembly in Asunción to be complied with.
· The delegation of Venezuela congratulated the Government of Paraguay on successfully hosting the General Assembly, and thanked the people for their friendliness toward and cooperation with the delegations and everyone who visited the Guarani nation to attend the Assembly. 
· The delegations of Ecuador, Venezuela, and Bolivia congratulated President Juan Manuel Santos Calderón on his reelection as President of the Republic of Colombia, as well as the Colombian people for participating in a democratic and exemplary electoral process.  Taking the floor, the delegation of Colombia thanked the delegations for their comments and gave an overview of the democratic process that took place in Colombia.
· The delegation of Ecuador noted with concern the second anniversary of asylum being granted to Mr. Julian Assange at the diplomatic premises of the Ecuadorian Embassy in London.  The delegation added that Ecuador would continue to advocate for Mr. Assange within the framework of international law.
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�.	All statements and comments appear verbatim in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA. 1973/14.
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