PAGE  
- 4 -

[image: image1.wmf] 

PERMANENT COUNCIL

 

OEA/Ser.G
CP/SA.1977/14
16 July 2014
Original: Spanish
Record of the regular meeting of July 9, 2014
CP/ACTA 1977/14
/

The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador Sonia M. Johnny, Chair of the Council and Permanent Representative of Saint Lucia to the Organization of American States (OAS). The meeting was called to order at 10:37 a.m.

The statutory quorum was established with representatives of the following states in attendance: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
The audio recording of the meeting can be found at the following link:
http://scm.oas.org/audios/2014/CP_OD_1977-07-09-2014.MP3
Before moving to the matters on the order of business, the Chair of the Council, as is the custom at the end of the term of an outgoing Chair of the Council, presented a gavel to the outgoing Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Jacinth Lorna Henry-Martin, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the OAS, who had served in the position from April 1 to July 31, 2014.
The Council Chair also thanked the outgoing Vice Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Milton Romani, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS, for his work.
1. Adoption of the order of business 
The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, document CP/OD-1977/13 rev. 1, without any changes. 
2. Presentation of the oral report of the OAS/EOM on the general elections held in Antigua and Barbuda on June 12, 2014
The Permanent Council heard the OAS/EOM oral report delivered by Chief of Mission Ms. Rosina Wiltshire, on the general elections held in Antigua and Barbuda on June 12, 2014.
The delegation of Antigua and Barbuda commented on the report and thanked the Chief of the EOM/OAS and her team for their work.  Next, several delegations and the Secretary General took the floor to comment on the oral report and to thank the Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission and the team that accompanied the Mission for their work, while congratulating the people and Government of Antigua and Barbuda.
Following the consideration of this item, the Permanent Council took note of the presentation by the Chief of Mission of the OAS Electoral Mission on the general elections held in Antigua and Barbuda and of the statements made by member states; congratulated the Government and people of Antigua and Barbuda on the successful elections held in that country; and thanked Dr. Rosina Wiltshire and members of her team for the excellent job they did.
3. Presentation of the oral report of the OAS/EOM on the general elections held in Costa Rica (first round, February 2, and second round, April 6, 2014)
Ms. Josefina Vázquez Mota, Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission, delivered the report of the Mission that was conducted during the general elections held on February 2 and April 6, 2014 in Costa Rica. 
The delegation of Costa Rica, expressing appreciation for the report, commented on some of the recommendations that the OAS/EOM had made to that country's electoral officials.
Several delegations commented on the elections held in Costa Rica, as well as on the report of the Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission.
The Permanent Council took note of the oral report by the Chief of the OAS/EOM in Costa Rica on the elections held on February 2 and April 6, 2014 and of the statements made by member states; congratulated the Government and people of Costa Rica on the successful elections held in that country; and thanked Ms. Josefina Vazquez Mota, Chief of the Mission, and the members of her team for the excellent job they did in Costa Rica.
4. Presentation of the draft resolution for the special session of the General Assembly on the World Drug Problem in the Americas, to be held in Guatemala City on September 19, 2014 [CP/RES. 1028 (1960/14)]
/
Ambassador José María Argueta, Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS, presented the draft resolution for the special session of the General Assembly on the World Drug Problem in the Americas, to be held in Guatemala City on September 19, 2014.  It was distributed with the classification CP/doc.5059/14.
In thanking the Permanent Mission of Guatemala for presenting the draft resolution, several delegations in addition to the Secretary General spoke of the importance of the drug issue within the Organization.
The Permanent Council took note of the presentation by the Permanent Mission of Guatemala on the draft resolution, which will be considered by the Working Group that the Preparatory Committee is to establish to that end.
5. Interest of the Government of Mexico in offering to host the First Special Conference of States Party to the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (Convention of Belém do Pará) on October 23 and 24, 2014.

Ambassador Emilio Rabasa Gamboa, Permanent Representative of Mexico, spoke about the interest of the Government of Mexico in hosting the First Special Conference of States Party to the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (Convention of Belém do Pará) on October 23 and 24, 2014 Several delegations then thanked the Government of Mexico for its offer.

The Permanent Council took note of the offer made by the Government of Mexico to host the aforementioned meeting, which will be convoked by the Secretary General pursuant to the relevant regulations and procedures.

The note from the Permanent Mission of Mexico expressing interest in hosting the meeting was published as document CP/doc.5053/14.
6. Draft Provisional Agenda for the 89th Regular Meeting of the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN) 

The Permanent Council considered the draft provisional agenda for the 89th Regular Meeting of the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN), which was sent by the Chair of the Directing Council, Gloria Lozano de Díaz, under cover of a letter distributed through document CP/doc.5054/14.
The Permanent Council thanked the Government of Brazil for being host of the 89th Regular Meeting of the Directing Council of the IIN, scheduled for December 9, 2014 in Brasilia and forwarded the draft agenda to the IIN without comment.
7. Inclusion of the Qhapaq Ñan Andean Road System on the UNESCO World Heritage List

The Permanent Council noted the cultural and historical importance of the Qhapaq Ñan Andean Road System and commended Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru on the inclusion of the Qhapaq Ñan on the UNESCO World Heritage List.
8. Tribute to Professor Leslie François St. Roc Manigat, former President of the Republic of Haiti, who died on June 27, 2014
The Council paid homage to Professor Leslie François Saint Roc Manigat, former President of the Republic of Haiti, who died on June 27, 2014. A number of delegations spoke about Professor Manigat's accomplishments as an educator and politician. The Permanent Council conveyed its condolences to the people of Haiti.
9. Continuation of the activities of the Working Group on the Strategic Vision of the OAS and election of officers 
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The Permanent Council ratified Ambassador Emilio Rabasa Gamboa, Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS, as Chair of the Working Group on the Strategic Vision of the OAS and acknowledged the work done by the Chair of the Working Group between September 2013 and May 2014.
10. Adoption of Permanent Council meeting minutes
The Council adopted the minutes of the special meeting of December 13, 2013, CP/ACTA 1950/13.
11. Farewell to Ambassador Edgar Ugalde Álvarez, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to the OAS

The Permanent Council bade farewell to the outgoing Permanent Representative of Costa Rica, Ambassador Edgar Ugalde Álvarez. The delegations hailed a number of Ambassador Ugalde's attributes, with the Chair of the Council noting that Ambassador Ugalde was always willing to hold dialogue and making special mention of his respectful and honest manner of addressing others.
12. Other business
· Noting the excellent organization of the World Cup Soccer, the delegations congratulated Brazil as host country.
· The delegation of Belize announced the death of the Ambassador of Belize accredited to Guatemala, Alfredo Martin Martinez. He died Tuesday night, July 8, in Guatemala City.
· The delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Ecuador, Nicaragua, and Venezuela expressed concern over the acts of violence in Palestine and Israel.
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�.	The statements and comments appear in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1977/14.


�.	As provided for in the Declaration of Antigua Guatemala: “For a Comprehensive Policy against the World Drug Problem in the Americas” [AG/DEC. 73 (XLIII-O/13)]
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