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The regular meeting was chaired by the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Sonia M. Johnny, Permanent Representative of Saint Lucia to the OAS.  The meeting began at 10:24 a.m.

The statutory quorum was established with the attendance of the representatives of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
The audio recording of the meeting is available at:


http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_OD_1982_08-06-2014.MP3

Before considering the order of business, the Chair congratulated the Plurinational State of Bolivia on its 189 years of independence.
1. Adoption of the order of business (CP/OD-1982/14) 

The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, CP/OD-1982/14, without amendments.
2. Presentation on the preparations and logistics for the upcoming VIII Americas Competitiveness Forum (ACF), by the Minister of Planning and Sustainable Development of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, the Honorable Senator Dr. Bhoendradatt Tewarie (CP/INF. 6989/14)
The Minister of Planning and Sustainable Development of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, the Honorable Senator Dr. Bhoendradatt Tewarie, referred to the preparations and logistics for the upcoming VIII Americas Competitiveness Forum (ACF) - “The Human Imagination at Work: Driving Competitiveness, Powering Innovation” - which will take place from October 8 to 10, 2014 in Port of Spain, Trinidad. 
The delegations of Antigua and Barbuda, Belize, Bolivia, Colombia, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, and United States; as well as the Assistant Secretary General Ramdin, thanked Mr. Tewarie for his presentation and for the effort being made by Trinidad and Tobago in putting this Forum together. 
3. Election of officers of the subsidiary organs of the Permanent Council 

The Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Sonia M. Johnny reminds the members of Articles 15, 21 and 29 of the Rules of Procedure of the Council and proceeded with the election of the authorities of the Permanent Committees.
The Alternate Representative of Colombia nominated the Permanent Representative of Jamaica, Ambassador Stephen C. Vasciannie as Chair of the CAJP, and the Permanent Representative of Honduras seconded that nomination. Ambassador Vasciannie was elected by acclamation as Chair of the CAJP.
Then, they proceeded to the nominations for the Chair of the CHS. The Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago nominated Ambassador Andrés González Díaz, Permanent Representative of Colombia,. The Alternate Representative of Ecuador seconded that nomination and by acclamation of the Permanent Council, Ambassador González was elected as Chair of CHS.
Thereafter, the Permanent Council proceeded to the election of the Chair of CAAP. The Permanent Representative of Belize nominated Ambassador Juan Pablo Lira, Permanent Representative of Chile for Chair of the CAAP, and the Permanent Representative of Paraguay seconded the nomination. Ambassador Lira was elected by acclamation as Chair of the CAAP. 

The Permanent Representative of Bolivia spoke to the members of the Council, proposing that for the next elections a system will be designed that will allow all regions to be represented in the Presidency and Vice-presidency of the different commissions. 

4. Report on the First Inter-American Meeting of Speakers of Legislative Branches, held in Lima, Peru on July 18, 2014 (CP/INF. 6993/14)
The Alternate Representative of Peru provided information to the Permanent Council regarding the First Inter-American Meeting of Speakers of the Legislative Branches. He mentioned that the event was created to provide a space where all parliaments or congresses of the Americas can interact and dialogue. The event was very positive and counted with the participation of representatives of the following countries: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago and Uruguay;  as well as representatives from Spain.

Additionally, he mentioned that the event was also attended by other parliamentary institutions like the Andine Parliament, Central American Parliament, Interparliamentary Union, the Forum of Presidents of Legislative Powers of Central America and the Caribbean, Parliamentarians for the Americas, the Amazonic Parliament, the Indigenous Parliament of the Americas and the Red Parlamentaria Latinoamericana Pro-Transparencia. 
The Alternate Representative also mentioned that the parliamentarians who were present adopted the Declaration of Lima; which expressed the desire to constitute the Inter-american Forum of Presidents of Parliaments. This Forum will be composed of the presidents of the legislative powers, as well as the maximum representatives of the integration parliaments and parliamentary forums active in the Americas. It will allow for the exercise of parliamentary and legislative diplomacy of the legislative institutions with the technical assistance of the OAS. 
The Alternate Representative of Peru announced that the Delegation of Chile announced its intention to host the Second Inter-American Meeting of Speakers of the Legislative Branches. He finalized his report by thanking the Secretariat of the OAS for their guidance and assistance in making this first event possible. 
The Interim Representative of Chile thanked the Alternate Representative of Peru for his report and also the excellent organization of the event. He made remarks of how Chile was represented with its Senator and President of the Senate, Isabel Allende, who was guest speaker and addressed the importance of Parliament as a key actor in the dialogue of economic sustainable development. Chilean Senator, Hernán Larraín, was also present as President of Red Parlamentaria Latinoamericana Pro-Transparencia, who spoke about transparency and accounts rendition as a parliamentary; he also addressed current challenges that are encountered by the legislative power in the Americas. 
The Alternate Representative of United States thanked the Delegation of Peru for his report and congratulated the Peruvian government on such successful event and important initiative. 
The Alternate Representative of Venezuela expressed the concerns her delegation had on the role of the OAS in this event; as well as on the meaning of the term “legislative diplomacy”.
The Chair of the Permanent Council mentioned that the concerns of the Delegation of Venezuela would be addressed by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP). 
The Chair thanked the Delegation of Peru for the presentation of the report on the First Inter-American Meeting of Speakers of Legislative Branches, held in Lima, on July 18, 2014.
5. Adoption of the following Permanent Council meeting minutes: 

The Permanent Council adopted the following minutes:
· CP/ACTA 1917/13 (regular meeting of May 1, 2013)
· CP/ACTA 1925/13 (regular meeting of June 12, 2013), and
· CP/ACTA 1926/13 (regular meeting of June 26, 2013)
6. Other Business
[image: image2.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL

The Permanent Representative of Bolivia thanked everyone who congratulated his country for their 189th anniversary of independence, and invited everyone to the celebration which took place in the Salón of las Américas right after the Permanent Council’s meeting. 
The Alternate Representative of Uruguay wished to point out that yesterday, on August 5th, 2014, in Argentina the grandson of the President of the Association “Abuelas de Plaza de Mayo” had appeared. She read the press release by their Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in which the Government of Uruguay expressed their satisfaction with the appearance of the grandson of the president of “Abuelas de Plaza de Mayo”. 
The Permanent Representative of Argentina thanked the Delegation of Uruguay for this important mention, and made known to Permanent Council on the history of the “Abuelas de las Plaza de Mayo”. She also addressed specifically the story of their president, Mrs. Estela de Carlotto, who searched for her grandson for more than thirty years. 
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	�.	The statements and comments are provided in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1982/14.
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