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The regular meeting was chaired by the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Sonia M. Johnny, Permanent Representative of Saint Lucia to the OAS.  The meeting began at 10:15 a.m.

The statutory quorum was established with the attendance of the representatives of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
The audio recording of the meeting is available at:


http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_OD_1983_08-20-2014.MP3
Before considering the order of business, the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Sonia M. Johnny expressed her condolences to the Government and people of the Federal Republic of Brazil on the death of Mr. Eduardo Campos, former Governor of the State of Pernambuco and presidential candidate for the 2014 elections. She expressed her heartfelt sympathy especially to Mr. Campos’ family.
The Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Sonia M. Johnny also announced the passing of Her Ladyship Justice Suzie D’Auvergne, a national of Saint Lucia and member of the Administrative Tribunal of the Organization of American States

The Permanent Council observed a moment of silence in respect for these two valuable people lost today in the region.
1. Adoption of the order of business (CP/OD-1983/14) 

The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, CP/OD-1984/14, without amendments.

2. Presentation of the Oral Report of the EOM/OAS on the Presidential election held in Colombia (first round, May 25, and second round, June 15, 2014) and the Parliamentary elections held on March 9, 2014


Dr. José Antonio Viera, Head of the EOM/OAS on the Parliamentary elections held in Colombia on March 9, 2014 presented the verbal report on the recent Presidential and the Parliamentary elections held in that country. He informed that the mission was integrated by about 27 international observers and specialists who came from 12 countries. He also informed that their observation was concentrated in key topics like the period before elections, the electoral organization, the use of modern technology, the political financing, and gender equality, among others. 
Additionally, he informed that the EOM/OAS visited 36 voting centers on the elections’ day, in different departments in the country, and that they attended important meetings with Colombia’s authorities and the political parties participating in the election.
The Permanent Representative of Colombia thanked Dr. José Viera Gallo for the presentation of the verbal report and mentioned the efforts made by Colombia to strengthen and modernize their electoral system.
The delegations of Argentina, Canada, Chile, Ecuador, El Salvador, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago and United States recognized and thanked Dr. José Viera for his job and for the presentation of this report. 
The Permanent Council took note of the verbal report; congratulated the Government and people of Colombia on the successful elections held in that country; and thanked Dr. José María Figueres, Head of the Electoral Observation Mission (EOM) on the presidential election, as well as Dr. Viera-Gallo, Head of the EOM on the parliamentary elections, and the members of their respective teams for the excellent work carried out in Colombia. 
3. Consideration of the draft resolution for convening the Fourth Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons (CP/doc.5065/14)
The Interim Representative of Brazil presented the draft resolution which was approved by the Permanent Council. 
Through this resolution the Council convened the Fourth Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons to be held in Brasilia, Brazil, on December 4 and 5, 2014, to comply with the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2866 (XLIV-O/14),
The delegations of Mexico, Colombia, El Salvador and Chile thanked Brazil for hosting this event and their efforts in this subject.

The resolution adopted by the Permanent Council was published as document CP/RES. 1032 (1983/14).
4. Invitations to the Forty-sixth special session of the General Assembly for which authorization by the Permanent Council is required
In pursuance of articles 9(c), 9(d), and 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, the Permanent Council considered the report of the General Secretariat and the draft resolution regarding invitations for the forty-fifth special session of the General Assembly, CP/doc.5064/14.

The Permanent Council approved the draft resolution without amendments. Through this resolution the Council authorized the Secretary General to invite observers and special guest of inter-American regional and sub regional governmental entities and agencies; of specialized agencies of the United Nations and other international organizations; and 434 civil society organizations registered in the OAS Register of Civil Society Organizations pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities.”

The resolution adopted by the Council was published as document CP/RES. 1033 (1983/14).
5. Report on the activities of the Office of the Inspector General for the period from January 1 to June 30, 2014 (CP/doc.5063/14)

The report on the activities of the Office of the Inspector General for the period from January 1 to June 30, 2014 had been circulating for the consideration of the Member States before the meeting. The Inspector General was present to respond to some questions or clarification if there were any.
Since no questions were asked, the Chair thanked the Inspector General for such a comprehensive report and for his excellent work. 

The Permanent Council took note of the report and sent it to the CAAP for its consideration.

6. Results of the mandate classification exercise CP/CAAP-3308/14
The Chair of Committee of Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, Ambassador Lira, presented the report of the mandate classification exercise. He explained that there are three fundamentals steps that must be taken to conclude this classification exercise, and then gave his turn to the Representative of Mexico, who is the Chair of the Working Group in charge of making the mandates classification.
Mr. Alberto del Castillo presented the graphics of the report and explained each one. Then Ambassador Lira concluded to the presentation recommending that the Permanent Council send it to the different Commissions of the Permanent Council and to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) so that they update the database of mandates.
The Permanent Council took note of the presentation made by the representatives of the CAAP, and then agreed on their proposal for the CIDI and the committees of the Permanent Council to update the mandate database, and eliminate those that are obsolete or duplicated. 
It was also agreed that the prioritization exercise be concluded using a methodology to be approved by the Permanent Council, at the recommendation of the CAAP, and based on the objectives to be adopted by the General Assembly at its special session in September on the Strategic Vision.  
7. Other business
The Chair of the Permanent Council reminded the delegations that [image: image2.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL

the reports: The Information Security Review, The Monitoring of Compliance with Indirect Cost Recovery; The Inter-American Children’s Institute; Local Professionals and Temporary Support Personnel; and The Report on the External Quality Assessment of the OIG were available at the Office of the Inspector General for their consideration. 
The Alternate Representative of Brazil thanked all delegations who expressed their condolences for the death of Mr. Eduardo Campos and announce that book of condolences was at the Mission of Brazil from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

The Permanent Representative of Haiti thanked on behalf of his government all the delegations who attended the Sixth Inter-American Reunion of Minister of Cultures in Port-au-Prince. He also thanked the personnel of the OAS for their support on this meeting.
The Alternate Representative of Venezuela expressed her condolences to the Governments and countries of Brazil and Saint Lucia for their losses.

The Alternate Representative of Saint Lucia thanked all the delegations who expressed their condolences on the passing of Madam Suzie D’Auvergne. 
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	�.	The statements and comments are provided in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1983/14.
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