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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador Sonia M. Johnny, Permanent Representative of Saint Lucia to the Organization of American States (OAS).  The meeting began at 10:27 a.m.

The statutory quorum was established with the attendance of the representatives of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
An audio recording of the meeting is available at:


http://scm.oas.org/audios/2014/CP_OD_1985_08-27-2014.MP3
1. Adoption of the order of business (CP/OD-1985/14) 

The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, CP/OD-1985/14, without amendments.
2. Consideration of the draft resolution “Convocation and venue of a special session of the OAS General Assembly”

This topic was included in the agenda by request of the Permanent Mission of Mexico, based on the mandate arising out of the resolution "Strategic Vision of the Organization of American States," AG/RES. 2814 (XLIV-O/14), adopted during the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly on June 5, 2014, which instructs the Permanent Council to present to the General Assembly for consideration in a special session prior to September 15, 2014, proposed guidelines and strategic objectives to support the Strategic Vision, so that they can be reflected in the Organization’s 2015 – 2016 program-budget. 
The Permanent Representative of Mexico, Ambassador Emilio Rabasa Gamboa presented the draft resolution which was distributed to all member states through document CP/doc.5068/14.

After comments by the delegations of Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, Jamaica, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, United States, and Venezuela; as well as the Secretary General José Miguel Insulza, the Permanent Council approved the draft resolution. 

The approved resolution was published as document CP/RES. 1035 (1985/14).
3. Support for the organization and holding of elections in Haiti; Consideration of the draft “Declaration of support for the organization and holding of elections in Haiti under the terms of the El Rancho Accord” (CP/doc.5067/14 rev. 2)
The Permanent Representative of Haiti gave an overview of the situation in Haiti and expressed his wishes for the member states to approve this draft declaration.
The delegations of Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Canada, Costa Rica, Dominica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Jamaica, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, and Uruguay; as well as the Secretary General José Miguel Insulza and the Permanent Observer of Spain expressed their support for elections to be held in Haiti.
The draft declaration was approved by the Permanent Council and published as document CP/DEC. 55 (1985/14).
4. Election process for the next Secretary General

This item was included in the agenda by request of the Secretary General, Mr. José Miguel Insulza (CP/INF. 7007/14). 
The Secretary General provided information regarding the rules of procedures related to the upcoming elections for Secretary General and Assistant Secretary General.


The Chair informed that the Secretariat prepared a background document with information on the rules and resolutions that govern some of the issues that will be raised as we deliberate on the procedures for the election of the Secretary General and the Assistant Secretary General; which was distributed as document CP/INF. 7008/14.
The delegations of Barbados, Bolivia, El Salvador, Mexico, and United States thanked Secretary General José Miguel Insulza and the Secretariat for the information regarding the upcoming elections and made some proposals which will be discuss at another meeting in the Permanent Council.

The Permanent Council took note on the comments made by the member states and the Secretary General; and agreed to address this topic in another meeting. 
5. Farewell of Ambassador Milton Romani Gerner, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS

The Permanent Council gave its farewell to Ambassador Milton Romani Gerner, Permanent Representative of Uruguay.

The delegations of Antigua and Barbuda - on behalf of the member states of CARICOM; Argentina; Belize – on behalf of the member states of SICA; Bolivia; Brazil; Canada; Chile; Colombia; the Dominican Republic; Ecuador; Guatemala; Mexico; Nicaragua; Panama; Paraguay; Dominican Republic; Trinidad and Tobago; United States; and Venezuela; as well as the Secretary General José Miguel Insulza, and the Permanent Observer of Italy - on behalf of the Permanent Observers of France and Spain - recognized the contributions made by Ambassador Romani and wished him all the very best.

6. Other Business
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The Chair of the Permanent Council informed that she received a letter from the Secretary General formally presenting the Program-Budget for the biennium 2015-2016. The Chair proposed to send it to the CAAP, given the time of receipt of the letter and the thickness of the attached document.
The Permanent Council agreed to send the proposed program-budget for the biennium 2015-2016 to the CAAP for its consideration.
The Sub secretary of Human Rights and Multilateral Affairs of Mexico addressed the Permanent Council regarding the celebration of the extraordinary sessions of the General Assembly in which the drug problem will be addressed. 
The Alternate Representative of Colombia referred to the work of Mr. Julio Cortázar in recognition of his 100th birthdays.  The Interim Representative of Argentina thanked him for his homage and made some remarks, as well. 
The Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago invited the members of the Permanent Council to the 52nd anniversary of their independence on August 21, 2014 at the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center at 6:30 p.m.
There being no further business to consider, the meeting was concluded. 
� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP34734E01.doc�








	�.	The statements and comments are provided in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1985/14.
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