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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador Sonia M. Johnny, Chair of the Permanent Council and Permanent Representative of Saint Lucia to the Organization of American States (OAS).  The meeting began at 10:30 a.m.
The statutory quorum was established with the attendance of the representatives of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

An audio recording of the meeting is available at:
http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_OD_1988_09-24-2014.MP3
1. Adoption of the order of business (CP/OD-1988/14)
The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, CP/OD-1988/14, without amendments.

2. “Women empowerment, engendering economic development” by Dr. Claire Nelson

Dr. Claire Nelson, delivered a presentation on “Women Empowerment, Engendering Economic Development”. Her presentation produced an enriching exchange with the participation of representatives of Antigua and Barbuda, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Sain Kitts and Navis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, and Uruguay. The Chair expressed her gratitude to Dr. Nelson on behalf of the Permanent Council for her presentation.
3. Technical briefing by PAHO on Ebola Virus Disease Outbreak

The Director of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), Dr. Carissa Etienne, accompanied by Dr. Marcos Espinal, the Director of Communicable Diseases and Health Analysis, as well as Dr. Sylvain Aldighieri, Chief of the International Health Regulations (IHR) and Epidemic Alert and Response Unit, conducted a comprehensive presentation and discussion on the Ebola virus. Representatives of several states participated with enriching statements and comments. 
4. Consideration of the draft declaration “International year of Small Island Developing States”

At the request of the Permanent Mission of Belize (Note CP/doc.5073/14) the Permanent Council considered the draft declaration “International year of Small Island Developing States”, presented by Ambassador John Beale, Permanent Representative of Barbados on behalf of Ambassador Nestor Mendez, Permanent Representative of Belize. 

The Permanent Council took note of the comments made by the delegations and approved the draft declaration; which was published as document CP/DEC. 56 (1988/14).
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Consumer Safety and Health Network - “Report of the III International Consumer Safety and Health Seminar and the I Regular Meeting of the CSHN, held in Brasilia, from September 3 to 5, 2014”

At the request of the representative of Brazil, the Permanent Council agreed to reschedule this item at a future date to be determined.
6. Adoption of the following Permanent Council meeting minutes:

The Permanent Council adopted the following minutes:  
· CP/ACTA 1923/13 (regular meeting of May 28, 2013),

· CP/ACTA 1931/13 (regular meeting of July 26, 2013),

· CP/ACTA 1932/13 (regular meeting of August 7, 2013),

· CP/ACTA 1947/13 (special meeting of November 20, 2013),

· CP/ACTA 1944/13 (regular meeting of October 29, 2013), and

· CP/ACTA 1951/13 (regular meeting of December 18, 2013).

7. Other business

The representative of Argentina took the floor to make a statement on the so called “Fondos Buitres” regarding his country’s external debt; the position earned the support of several member States.


The representative of Ecuador made a statement regarding the United States efforts to combat the so called Islamic State in Syria – ISIS, and expressing their concerns with such measures. 

The Alternate Representative of the United States emphasized the threat such group poses to the country’s interests and it’s right to self defense under the Charter of the United Nations. Additionally, he mentioned that the Delegation of the United States did not have an official statement to make for the record at that moment, but that they will submit it to the Secretariat in due course.

There being no further business to consider, the meeting was adjourned.
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	�.	The statements and comments are provided in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1988/14.
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