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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador Celia A. Prince, Chair of the Permanent Council and Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines to the Organization of American States (OAS).  The meeting began at 9:45 a.m.

The quorum was established with the presence of representatives of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
The audio recording of the meeting can be found at the following link: 
http://scm.oas.org/audios/2014/CP_OD_1989_10-08-2014.MP3
Prior to consideration of the items on the agenda, the Council Chair, in observance of the end-of-mandate tradition, presented the gavel, in recognition of her work, to outgoing Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Sonia M. Johnny, Permanent Representative of Saint Lucia to the OAS, who held that post from July 1 to September 14, 2014.
The Council Chair also expressed appreciation for the work done by outgoing Vice Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Neil Parsan, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS.
The Council Chair then touched on the 125th anniversary of the First International Conference of American States from October 2, 1889 to April 19, 1890. The Chair also identified several matters to be dealt with by the Permanent Council during the October – December 2014 period.
1. Adoption of the agenda 
The Permanent Council adopted the agenda, document CP/OD-1989/14, without amendment. 

2. Remarks by Permanent Representative of Uruguay, Ambassador Hugo Cayrús
On behalf of the Permanent Council, the Chair welcomed Ambassador Hugo Cayrús, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS, who had presented his credentials on October 1. He delivered his maiden address to the Council at this meeting.
3. Remarks by Permanent Representative of El Salvador, Ambassador Francisco E. Lainez
Ambassador Lainez, Permanent Representative of El Salvador to the OAS, addressed the Council for the first time, having presented his credentials on October 2. On behalf of the Permanent Council, the Chair welcomed Ambassador Lainez.
4. Consideration of draft resolution “Date and Place of the Forty-Eighth Special Session of the General Assembly to Consider and Adopt the 2015-2016 Program-Budget” (CP/CAAP-3322/14 rev. 1)
The Permanent Council considered and adopted the draft resolution “Date and Place of the Forty-Eighth Special Session of the General Assembly to Consider and Adopt the 2015-2016 Program-Budget,” following its presentation by the Chair of the CAAP, Ambassador Juan Pablo Lira Bianchi, Permanent Representative of Chile.

The adopted resolution was circulated as document CP/RES. 1036 (1989/14)
5. Network for Consumer Safety and Health.  Report of the Third International Consumer Safety and Health Seminar and the First Regular Meeting of the RCSS, held in Brasilia from September 3 - 5, 2014

The Permanent Mission of Brazil to the OAS presented the Report of the Third International Consumer Safety and Health Seminar and the First Regular Meeting of the RCSS, held in Brasilia from September 3 - 5, 2014. The Permanent Mission of Brazil to the OAS also presented the draft resolution entitled "Operational Rules of the Consumer Safety and Health Fund," CP/doc.5076/14.

The Permanent Council thanked the Brazilian Government for having hosted the First Regular Meeting of the RCSS, and thanked the Permanent Mission of Brazil as well for delivering its report. The Council considered the draft resolution as submitted and decided to include it on the agenda for consideration at the next regular meeting.
6. Inter-American Court of Human Rights Advisory Opinion OC-21/14 regarding children’s rights and guarantees in the context of migration and/or needing international protection

The Permanent Missions of Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay to the OAS commented on Inter-American Court of Human Rights Advisory Opinion OC-21/14, regarding children’s rights and guarantees in the context of migration and/or needing international protection, which their respective states had requested of the Court on July 2, 2011.


Several delegations noted the importance of the issue and the significance of the Court's opinion. Noting that this was an ongoing issue, they thanked the Permanent Missions of Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, and Uruguay for including it on the agenda of this meeting.

The delegation of Mexico proposed that the Committee on Migration Issues revisit this question and refer it thereafter to the Permanent Council. The Permanent Council noted the comments of the member states.
7. Oral Report of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in the Republic of Panama, delivered by the Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation
Ms. María T. Mellenkamp, of the Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation, on behalf of Ms. Lourdes Flores Nano, Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission, presented the Oral Report of the EOM/OAS on the elections in the Republic of Panama.
In noting Ms. Mellenkamp's presentation, the Permanent Council commended the Government and people of Panama on that country's successful elections and expressed its gratitude for the work done by Ms. Flores Nano and her team.
8. Adoption of Permanent Council meeting minutes
The delegation of Nicaragua proposed amendments to Permanent Council minutes CP/ACTA 1920/13, of the regular meeting held on May 22, 2013.  However, at the suggestion of the Chair, this matter was postponed until the next meeting, but the following minutes were adopted:  CP/ACTA 1941/13, of the joint meeting with CIDI, held on October 11, 2013; and CP/ACTA 1946/13, of the regular meeting of November 6, 2013.
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Other business

The delegation of Mexico shared with the Permanent Council a message from President Enrique Peña Nieto, who, on October 6, outlined his government’s stance on the reprehensible acts of violence being experienced in Mexico and on the outskirts of the municipality of Iguala, Guerrero, where 43 young students went missing.  President Peña Nieto said he would continue to provide institutional support for and collaboration with law enforcement authorities as well as the police and gendarmerie in the State of Guerrero, to clarify the facts. He further made it clear that in the face of such acts of violence, there would be zero tolerance for impunity in a society governed by the rule of law. 

The delegation of Brazil informed the delegations that the Brazilian government had contributed more than $30,000.00 to the Mechanism for Follow-up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC), as tackling corruption was a top priority for that government. The delegations were also invited to participate in events of the Regular General Assembly of the Organization of Latin American and Caribbean Supreme Audit Institutions (OLACEFS), scheduled for the city of Cusco, from November 24-28, 2014, an activity being undertaken in close coordination with the regional organization’s Presidency and Executive Secretariat. The Brazilian delegation stressed that OLACEFS was trying to promote an anti-corruption network.

The delegations expressed their solidarity with the Government and people of Mexico in the wake of the disappearance of 43 young people from the State of Guerrero. They also offered their condolences and support to the Government and people of Venezuela following the assassination of deputy Robert Serra. They also committed to supporting efforts by the Venezuelan authorities to determine the relevant facts, in short order. 

The delegation of the United States informed the delegations that it had paid its quota of $7,276,905.00. The delegations thanked the United States for making the payment promised at the last Assembly, held in Paraguay.

The observer delegation of France, in commemoration of World Day against the Death Penalty, on October 10, noted OAS contributions towards the universal abolition of the death penalty, including the "International Conference on the Universal Abolition of the Death Penalty" on October 9, 2014, in San Jose, Costa Rica, jointly organized by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the International Institute of Human Rights (IIDH), and the Permanent Mission of France to the Council of Europe.

On behalf of the Permanent Mission of Mexico and the Permanent Observer Mission of Spain, the Chair of the Permanent Council gave two reminders – about the cultural event at the OAS Art Museum and about the special meeting of the Permanent Council to be held at 11:00 a.m. on October 9, 2014. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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� .	The statements and comments appear in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1989/14.
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