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/
The Special meeting on “Diplomacy, Development and Governance” of the Permanent Council was chaired by the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador La Celia A. Prince, Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines to the OAS.  The meeting began at 10:15 a.m.

The statutory quorum was established with the attendance of the representatives of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Navis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

An audio recording of the meeting is available at:


http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_OD_1992-11-12-2014.MP3
1. Adoption of the order of business (CP/OD-1993/14)
The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, CP/OD-1993/14, without amendments.
2. Introductory Remarks by Ambassador La Celia A. Prince, Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and Chair, Permanent Council

The Chair mentioned that the scope of national, regional and global issues very often go beyond the capacity of traditional diplomacy, and raised the question on whether strengthening of the intersection among effective diplomacy, development and governance is necessary, she emphasized the opportunity for this Organization to be the pioneer of a new diplomacy and a champion of sustainable economic development.

3. Diplomacy and Development in a Complex Global Environment, by Ambassador Joseph Mifsud, Director, London Academy of Diplomacy

Ambassador Joseph Mifsud, Director of the London Academy of Diplomacy highlighted the importance of Communication, negotiation, and the representation of interest traditionally associated with diplomacy, its interactions with development, and the challenges to a diplomacy that is structurally affected and undergoing a crisis of existence.

The presentation made by Ambassador Mifsud was published as document CP/INF. 7042/14.
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4. Building Resilience for Sustainable Growth in Developing States, by Ambassador Noel G. Sinclair – Former Permanent Representative of Guyana to the United Nations, Deputy Chief of Cabinet in the Office of the President of the United Nations General Assembly (68th Session)

Ambassador Sinclair in his intervention made the essential connection - from a practical point of view - between diplomacy; governance and development with the fight against poverty; the development goals set in Rio+20; and the shift in the focus of governmental efforts from merely attempting to reduce poverty. He highlighted the importance of a more comprehensive approach, considering the economic, social and cultural dimensions, while reducing the gap between the States and their people.
5. Fighting Poverty, and Promoting Effective Public Governance through Technology, by Gedeon Santos, President of the Dominican Telecommunications Institute (INDOTEL), and Chair of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Telecommunications Commission (CITEL)
The presentation of Mr. Gedeon Santos focused on an interesting change in the traditional technology paradigm whereas the question no longer is focused on the adoption of policies that increase the use of new technologies, but which are the most beneficial measures to achieve full integration of new technologies in societies at large. 

The presentation made by Mr. Santos was published as document CP/INF. 7044/14.
6. Remarks by Miss. Sherry Tross, Executive Secretary for Integral Development at the Organization of American States (OAS) 
The Executive Secretary of the Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), Miss Sherry Tross made it a point to summarize some of the essential elements of the panel presentations, and condensed them down to four:
1. Diplomacy, development and governance are greatly interdependent and almost inseparable;
2. All three are in a constant process of evolution and adaptation; 

3. These issues involve a society, government and community approach, and the population; which must play a key role in the process of input for policymaking and implementing decisions; and 
4. Transformation and redefinition of these elements as the Organization develops a forward looking agenda that challenges traditional definitions.

7. Dialogue with Member States 

Several delegations interacted with the panelists, posing interesting questions and comments to contribute to the presentations.


There being no further business to consider, the meeting was concluded.
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	�.	The statements and comments are provided in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1993/14.
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