- 3 -

[image: image1.emf] 


 


 


PERMANENT COUNCIL


 




      PERMANENT COUNCIL  

OEA/Ser.G

CP/SA. 1996/14

3 December 2014

Original: English
Record of the regular meeting held on December 3, 2014

CP/ACTA 1996/14
/

The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador La Celia A. Prince, Council Chair and Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines to the Organization of American States (OAS).  The meeting began at 10:30 a.m.
The statutory quorum was established with the attendance of the representatives of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
An audio recording of the meeting is available at: 
http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_OD_1996-12-03-2014.MP3
1. Adoption of the order of business 

The Permanent Council adopted the order of business, CP/OD-1996/14 without amendments.

2. Reports from 2014 OAS Youth Conference of the Americas, Migration & Education: A Conversation with Youth of the Americas

The Assistant Secretary General Albert Ramdin made a brief introduction, emphasizing the importance of Youth Participation in the OAS, particularly considering this year's conference topic on migration, drawing attention to the necessity of addressing it not only from a public or a private perspective, but from society as a whole.  The Permanent Council considered the reports presented under the following topics

· Report on the Virtual Forum: Mr. Edgar Maestre from the Young Americas Business Trust presented the report on the Virtual Forum. He considered it to be an important tool in acquiring direct Youth perspectives, and a successful cooperative effort with the private sector.
· Report on the Conference: Ms. Isabela Traconis from the Young Americas Business Trust presented the report on the Conference. MS. Traconis underlined the findings of the Conference, particularly the importance of Youth involvement alongside Governments and private sector to make migration an opportunity in countries of origin as well as destination.
· Report on Consultation of Young Americas Forum (YAF) “For the Participation of Young People in the Process of the VII Summit of the Americas”, the OAS intern, Ms. Betty Choi, presented her report, pointing out the relevance of the interaction of migration and education, and how addressing these two issues could contribute to creation of better opportunities for Young people.
The Permanent Council took note of the reports from 2014 OAS Youth Conference of the Americas, Migration & Education: A Conversation with Youth of the Americas

3. Consideration of the draft resolution “Convocation of a special session of the General Assembly to elect the Secretary General of the Organization of American States” CP/doc.5084/14
The Permanent Council considered and adopted the draft resolution for a “Convocation of the special session of the General Assembly to elect the Secretary General of the Organization of American States” as it was presented.
The resolution adopted by the Permanent Council was published as document CP/RES. 1038 (1996/14)
4. Presentation of the nineteenth report of the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OAS)

Ambassador Hugo de Zela, Chief of Staff of the Office of the Secretary General, presented the Nineteenth Report of the Peace Process in Colombia, pointing out several positive steps in the Process, particularly those that deal with the situation of the victims of the circumstances in Colombia.

The Permanent Council took note of the Nineteenth Report of the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia, the OAS/MAAP
5. Reports of the Style Committee
The Permanent Council took note and approved the Report of the Chair of the Style Committee of the Forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly, CP/doc.5078/14 presented by the Delegation of Paraguay.
The Permanent Council took note and approved the Report of the Chair of the Style Committee of the forty-sixth special session of the General Assembly, CP/doc.5083/14 presented by the delegation of Guatemala.
6. Adoption of the following Permanent Council meeting minutes: 
The Permanent Council adopted the following minutes:
· CP/ACTA 1935/13 (special meeting of September 10, 2013), and
· CP/ACTA 1942/13 (regular meeting of October 17, 2013)
7. Working Group on the Strategic Vision: Election of Chairperson 
The Permanent Mission of Jamaica through note (CP/INF.7051/14). requested the Permanent Council address the establishment of the ad hoc Working Group on the Strategic Vision of the OAS and the election of its officers. 
The Permanent Council established the ad hoc Working Group on the Strategic Vision of the OAS to prepare, in conjunction with the Secretariat, the plans mentioned in operative paragraph 2.a of resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLVII-E/14) “Guidelines and objectives of the Strategic Vision of the Organization of American States” incorporating the mandate prioritization process.

In this occasion, the Permanent Council also elected Ambassador Emilio Rabasa Gamboa, Permanent Representative of Mexico, as Chair of the Ad Hoc Working Group and Ambassador Marco Vinicio Albuja Martines, Permanent Representative of Ecuador as its Vice Chair.
8. Farewell for Ambassador Deborah - Mae Lovell, Permanent Representative of Antigua and Barbuda to the OAS

The Permanent Council bid farewell to Ambassador Deborah - Mae Lovell, Permanent Representative of Antigua and Barbuda to the OAS, with words by representatives of Bahamas, The United States, Belize, Saint Kitts and Navis, Trinidad and Tobago, Brazil, Santa Lucia, Canada, Dominica, Venezuela, Uruguay, Jamaica, Dominican Republic, Chile, Colombia, Argentina, Nicaragua, Guatemala, the Permanent Observer of Italy, and the Assistant Secretary General.
9. Other business

The Representative of Mexico intervened to convey updated information regarding the disappearance of 43 students in Iguala, Mexico, expressed its gravest concern, and emphasized the efforts carried out by the President, law enforcement agencies, international experts, and the families of the victims, to find, and successfully identify the remnants of the students. Costa Rica, Bolivia, and Ecuador, expressed their support and interest in following up on the situation in Mexico

The representatives of Canada, Haiti, and the permanent observer of France expressed their satisfaction and congratulated Madam Michaëlle Jean for her election by consensus as Secretary General of the Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie.

The representatives of Chile and Argentina seized the opportunity to refer to the commemoration of the peace agreements between their two countries. They also joined Costa Rica, Bolivia, Nicaragua, and Ecuador in congratulating Uruguay on the recent successful electoral process and the election of President Tabare Vasquez.

The representatives of Saint Kitts and the Nevis, joined by Barbados, Bolivia, Guyana, Bahamas, and Belize mentioned their desire and expressed their request to have a date set for the election of the Assistant Secretary General as soon as possible.

There being no further business to consider, the meeting was concluded.
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�.	The statements and comments are provided in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1996/14.
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