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The regular meeting of the Permanent Council was chaired by Ambassador Niermala Badrising, Vice-Chair of the Permanent Council and Permanent Representative of Suriname to the OAS.  The meeting began at 10:30 a.m.

The statutory quorum was established with the attendance of the representatives of Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

An audio recording of the meeting is available at:

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_OD_1997_12-10-14.MP3

Before considering the matters listed on the order of business, Ambassador Badrising, referred to the celebration of the International Day of Human Rights, and emphasized the pioneering and strong Human Rights tradition of the Organization of American States. Ambassador Badrising also acknowledged the great advances on this field, and the necessity to continue working to guarantee the full enjoyment, promotion, and protection of the human rights of every individual in the Hemisphere.
1. Adoption of the order of business (CP/OD-1997/14)
The Permanent Mission of Brazil suggested an amendment to the draft order of business to include “Pending issues regarding the election of the Secretary General and the Assistant Secretary General of the OAS”. The Chair suggested including the issue before the topic of “Any Other Business” following agenda item 3 of Order of Business. The Permanent Council adopted the order of business CP/OD-1997/14as amended.
2. Launch of the Inter-American Rapid Alert System (SIAR), (CP/INF.7048/14)
Ms. Juliana Pereira da Silva, Secretary of the National Consumer Protection Secretariat in the Ministry of Justice of Brazil, made a presentation regarding the the launch of the Inter-American Rapid Alert System (SIAR). She mentioned that this is the first hemispheric integrated system for the generation, management and rapid and safe exchange of information on consumer safety; and highlighted that this system is part of the Consumer Safety and Health Network (CSHN).
The Interim Representative of Brazil emphasized the importance of consumer protection and the efforts undertaken to achieve it. The representative of Canada submitted its great interest to cooperate with the System, mentioning that consumer protection is an important issue for Canada. 

The representatives of Paraguay, Barbados, Chile, Uruguay, the United States, Argentina, Peru, Colombia and Mexico, as well as the Secretary General, expressed their decisive interest and support for the SIAR, and underlined it as a concrete example of a successful collective effort. 
The Permanent Council took note of the launching of the Inter-American Rapid Alert System and congratulated the Consumer Safety and Health Network for its work promoting consumer health and safety.
3. Outcomes from the XXIV Ibero-American Summit.

Ambassador Emilio Rabasa Gamboa, Permanent Representative of Mexico informed on the outcome of the XXIV Ibero-American Summit, held on December 8 and 9 in Veracruz, Mexico. In this regard, he highlighted the ample participation of 22 countries in the Summit.
He also mentioned that, as a result of the Summit, the Veracruz Declaration, a Plan of Action and 11 special declarations, focused on cultural heritage, education and innovation were adopted.
The Secretary General emphasized the relevance of working together to achieve education and innovation, and also to strive for prosperity with equality. 

The representatives of Spain and Portugal joined the Secretary General in underlining the achievements and success of the XXIV Ibero-American Summit.
4. Pending matters related to the election of the Secretary General and the Assistant Secretary General of the OAS
The Vice-Chair of the Permanent Council opened the floor to the representatives to consider matters related to the election of the Secretary General and the Assistant Secretary General. The Permanent Council focused on the dates for election of the Assistant Secretary General, and the presentation of the candidates.
The representatives of Guyana and Belize excused themselves from the consideration of this item, considering they are candidates, and thus would have a conflict of interest in the matter. This position was widely applauded and considered to be a good precedent by the delegations.

The representatives of the United States, Costa Rica and Barbados emphasized the importance of considering the development of a basic set of rules and regulations for the proceedings, as some of the practices by the Permanent Council could vary from time to time. The Permanent Council took note of the positions presented by the three representatives

The Permanent Council reached the agreement on the date of the election of the Assistant Secretary General to be March 18, 2015, the same day as the election of the Secretary General. 


The Permanent Council also agreed on the date for the presentation of the Candidates for Assistant Secretary General, set to be carried out on March 9, 2015. However, upon a suggestion by the representative of Guyana, this date would probably be later reconsidered due to the fact that it is only 9 days before the election. 

5. Other business
[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 

PERMANENT COUNCIL

 

The representatives of Paraguay, Canada, Costa Rica, Colombia, Chile, Uruguay, Argentina, and Bolivia made important statements regarding the celebration of December 10 as International Day of Human Rights.

The representative of Bolivia also seized the opportunity to draw the attention of the members of the Permanent Council to the necessity to address and resume the fifteen year old negotiations on the Declaration on the Rights of the Indigenous Peoples.

There being no further business to consider, the meeting was concluded.
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�.	The statements and comments are provided in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1997/14.
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