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THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,

CONSIDERING the presentation by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Bolivia, David Choquehuanca Céspedes, on the political events affecting that country and its constitutional government;

HAVING HEARD the oral report by the Secretary General’s special envoy, Ambassador Dante Caputo, on his recent démarches and on the political situation in Bolivia; 

REAFFIRMING the principles enshrined in the Charter of the Organization of American States, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and the Santiago Commitment to Democracy and Renewal of the Inter-American System to promote and consolidate representative democracy, with respect for nonintervention, reinforced and deepened by the permanent, ethical, and responsible participation of the citizenry within a legal framework conforming to the respective constitutional order;

HAVING TAKEN NOTE of the solidarity expressed by the governments of the Hemisphere and by subregional mechanisms for concerted political action, in support of the democratic institutional system in Bolivia; and

REAFFIRMING that the exercise of democracy based on respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms must be governed by the rule of law and the constitutional subordination of all state institutions to legally constituted civil authority and the separation and independence of the branches of government, 

RESOLVES:

1.
To express its full and resolute support for the constitutional government of the President of the Republic of Bolivia, Evo Morales Ayma, and to the democratic institutional system.

2.
To reject any attempt to undermine the constitutional system of the Republic of Bolivia by means of the adoption and implementation of a local norm that violates the Constitution and legislation currently in force.
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3.
To make a vigorous appeal for all actions in Bolivia to be governed by the most absolute respect for the constitutional norms in effect in the country, ensuring the integrity and unity of the state and existing commitments to the protection and preservation of the democratic institutions of the inter-American system.

4.
To underscore and support the decision by President Evo Morales Ayma and his government to initiate a process of constructive dialogue to find a democratic and constitutional solution in Bolivia that will contribute peacefully to the preservation of the democratic institutional system and the unity and territorial integrity of the country.

5.
To express regret at the decision taken to hold the referendum in Santa Cruz on May 4 because it is not consistent with Bolivia’s current constitutional and legal framework and because efforts at dialogue and negotiation were not exhausted before de facto decisions were reached that create the danger of confrontations. 

6.
To recall the firm resolve of the member states to ensure the fulfillment of the commitments they undertook in the Inter-American Democratic Charter on the preservation of democracy and the defense of democratic values and institutions, in accordance with the prevailing democratic purposes, principles, and norms of the inter-American system. 


7.
To reaffirm, in strict compliance with the principle of nonintervention, its absolute readiness to contribute to dialogue and the solution of differences through peaceful means, in a framework of respect for the rule of law.
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