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In resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action which includes the principles of social development and establishes specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the OAS on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.  The Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI was established to work on that assignment.
The importance of the Social Charter initiative was emphasized by the Heads of State and Government, gathered at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, in November 2005, who, in encouraging “the work of the OAS in drafting the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, whose principles and objectives will be directed towards the achievement by member states of societies that offer all of our citizens more opportunities to benefit from sustainable development with equity and social inclusion,” requested encouragement of “the work now under way in the OAS, to conclude successfully the negotiation of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action.” 
The General Assembly continued to support the process in resolutions AG/RES. 2139 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2241 (XXXVI-O/06), and AG/RES. 2278 (XXXVII-O/07), in which it reiterated the mandate to continue efforts in the Joint Working Group to prepare a Social Charter.
The Working Group continued its work in 2007, focusing on negotiation of the operative section.  With Ambassador María de Lujan Flores of Uruguay, the Working Group made headway in the discussion of Chapters I and II.  For their part, the member states presented proposals regarding those chapters. They were published in the following documents of the Group: GTC/CASA/doc.43/06 corr. 1; GTC/CASA/GR/doc.3/07; GTC/CASA/GR/doc.4/07; GTC/CASA/GR/doc.13/07 rev. 1; and GTC/CASA/GR/doc.21/07.

Resolution AG/RES. 2278 (XXXVII-O/07) instructed the Executive Secretariat for integral Development (SEDI) to prepare a Draft Plan of Action, conceived for the attainment of specific, feasible goals, on the basis of existing mandates, and following the structure of the Social Charter.  On July 6, 2007, in response to the Working Group mandate, SEDI presented material that might be considered in preparing a proposed Plan of Action corresponding to Chapter I of the Social Charter.  It was published as document GTC/CASA/GR/doc.30/07.  The delegations commented on the document, but it was not actually debated.
As of September 26, 2007, when Uruguay’s term as Chair expired, the Permanent Representative of Grenada, Ambassador Dennis G. Antoine, was elected by acclamation Chair of the Working Group.  During his term, it was decided to consider the draft Plan of Action once negotiation of the draft Social Charter had concluded, in order to ensure consistency between the two documents.
With Ambassador Antoine as Chair, the Working Group moved ahead with consideration of Chapter II of the Draft Social Charter of the Americas and completed its review of it on February 6, 2008.
To facilitate discussion of Chapter III, the Chair asked the Secretariat to submit a document that could serve as a basis for negotiating that chapter.  The Secretariat then came up with a document based on the proposals originally presented by the delegations and contained in document GTC/CASA/doc.20/05.corr. 1, which it summarized and re-arranged to match the topics to be dealt with in Chapter III.
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After the presentation of this base document prepared by the Secretariat, entitled “Proposal for Chapter III of the Operative Section of the Social Charter of the Americas GTC/CASA/doc.54/07,” the delegations of Canada (GTC/CASA/doc.58/08), United States (GTC/CASA/doc.57/08) and Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Uruguay, Nicaragua, and Venezuela (GTC/CASA/doc.56/08) presented specific proposals amending, adding to, or replacing the proposals presented by the Secretariat.  The negotiations surrounding this Chapter have been based on all the proposals submitted and considerable progress has been made in the discussions of them.  The current state of negotiations is reflected in document GTC/CASA/doc.51/07 rev. 12.
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