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The Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) is pleased to submit this report on major developments related to resolution AG/RES. 2432 (XXXVIII-O/08) of June 3, 2008, in which the IIN was requested to report to the General Assembly on the implementation of the mandates in said resolution:

MAIN ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN BY THE IIN PURSUANT TO RESOLUTION AG/RES. 2432 (XXXVIII-O/08)

a)
Development of the portal of the Inter-American Observatory on Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents. 

In order to do this, the Institute signed a General Cooperation Agreement with ECPAT International and Save the Children-Sweden.

Under this agreement, at the end of 2007 the Institute took the steps necessary to develop the Inter-American Observatory on Child Sexual Exploitation, consistent with its 2007-2011 Action. 

This innovative instrument for systematizing information has had as one of its priority themes the compilation and systematization of data on the commercial sexual exploitation of children in the 34 member states of the OAS.

Information on this tool is available online at (www.annaobserva.org) and offers the general public, and in particular the operators of the comprehensive protection systems, ready access to information, training, and the exchange of experiences on influencing policies with a human rights focus.

The Observatory is devoted to the compilation, study, and analysis of information as well as to reflection and raising awareness about the issue in member states.  It gathers official information supplied by the member states themselves both to the oversight bodies of the United Nations system and to the agencies of the inter-American system and other regional organizations.

The components of the Observatory were designed taking into account the General Measures for Implementation of the Convention by the Committee on the Rights of the Child, and were then categorized as follows, for ease of reference:

(
Legislation

(
Public policies

(
Coordination
(
Best Practices

(
Independent monitoring

(
Civil society initiatives

(
Statistical data

It contains a country profile of each of the 34 member states and, in most cases, information under each of the above-mentioned components.

In order to validate its design, compile information, and raise awareness about the tool, several activities have been pursued, including:

The Second IIN-ECPAT-Save the Children-Sweden Technical Meeting, held from July 10 to 11, 2008 at the IIN headquarters in Montevideo. 

Its objectives were to prepare a work plan for pursuing the cooperation agreement between Save the Children-Sweden, ECPAT International, and IIN-OAS; to agree on a program of activities for the second half of 2008 and the first half of 2009 with respect to the Observatory; to continue the discussion on institutional synergies and the complementarity of the roles of each partner; and to reach agreements.  The meeting concluded with a schedule of agreed tripartite activities, with dates and responsibility centers, for moving forward with the Inter-American Observatory on Child Commercial Sexual Exploitation.

On August 19, 2008, a coordination meeting was held in Buenos Aires with the Coordinator of the Subregional Project against Commercial Sexual Exploitation of the ILO-IPEC Subregional Office for Central America, Haiti, Panama, and the Dominican Republic and the UNICEF-TACRO Program Officer for the Protection of Children, to coordinate activities of the Inter-American Observatory with the Dev Info LAC ESC initiative, which the two agencies have been pursuing jointly.

A progress report was presented to the IIN Directing Council’s 83rd Regular meeting held in Ottawa, Canada, on October 15 and 16, 2008. Following the meeting, correspondence was sent to all the member states seeking to obtain information on their technical liaisons on this subject. The information provided by the member states was used to draw up country profiles and validate existing official coordinating authorities.

Besides providing the member states useful information, the Observatory seeks to be a catalyst and a regional best practices sound board on the subject. It is constantly being updated.

b) Pursuant to Resolution AG/RES. 2432 (XXXVIII-O/08), the IIN actively participated in the III World Congress against Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents:

The Organizing Committee, coordinated by the Principal Representative to the Directing Council, Carmen Silveira de Oliveira, Deputy Secretary for the Rights of Children and Adolescents in the Special Secretariat for Human Rights of the Office of the President of the Republic of Brazil, invited the IIN to participate in the III World Congress against Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents, held in Rio de Janeiro from November 25-28, 2008, and to be a member of the Reference group.

In this context, the Institute took part in various events related to the Congress, including the Latin American Regional Preparatory Meeting for the Congress, held August 19-21, 2008 in Buenos Aires, which was attended by the IIN Director General, the Areas Director, and the Legal Area. During this meeting, a presentation was made on the Optional Protocol of the Convention on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography; a panel discussion was organized; a presentation was made on the Inter-American Observatory; and materials and brochures on the problem were handed out. 

In October 2008, the IIN took part in the National Preparatory Consultation for the III World Congress, held in Brasilia, Brazil, where the IIN Areas Director gave the opening address for the second day of the meeting. At the request of the organizers, he discussed the international context and OAS proposals in this area, in particular those involving the IIN and the Inter-American Observatory initiative.

From November 25 to 28, the IIN was represented at the III World Congress by the Chair of the Directing Council, Mario Vasquez Jimenez, the Technical Assistant for the Inter-American Observatory on Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children, Florencia Barindelli, and the Director General of IIN.

The Chair of the Directing Council and the Director General participated in Panel V, "International Cooperation Strategies". The Chair gave a presentation on bilateral, multilateral, regional, and international mechanisms for dealing with child sexual exploitation, and the Director General, together with the technical expert responsible for the Observatory, gave a presentation on the tool at a participatory workshop on inter-agency information systems and cooperation.

The Institute had a stand at the Congress at which it distributed materials and brochures; there was also an interactive demo where visitors could learn how to use the Observatory website.

Directing Council representatives from the following member states took part in the III Congress: Antigua and Barbuda, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, and Uruguay. Close contact was maintained with all of them.

c) Since 2006 the IIN has actively assisted the Niñ@sur Working Group initiative, in which MERCIOSUR member and associate states participate (Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay, Brazil, Chile, Bolivia, Venezuela, Peru, Ecuador and 

Colombia)

On June 2, the IIN attended the 10th Meeting of the Permanent Working Group for Coordination and Implementation of Actions Relating to the Niñ@Sur Initiative for the promotion and protection of children's rights, and from August 19-21, attended the Niñ@Sur meeting, where it was represented by the Director General and the Legal Area. Both meetings were held in Argentina.

From October 9-12, the Coordinator of the Legal Area attended the 14th Meeting of Senior Human Rights Authorities of MERCOSUR and the Niñ@Sur Working Group, held in Brasilia, Brazil. He addressed the authorities responsible for children's issues in member states and associate states of MERCOSUR, specifically the Niñ@Sur Working Group, explaining the content and structure of the Inter-American Observatory on Commercial Sexual Exploitation. Participants also discussed issues relating to IIN participation in the III World Congress against Commercial Sexual Exploitation, to be held the following month.

d) The IIN maintains a network of state contacts directly related to the issue of commercial sexual exploitation 

The IIN had direct contact and/or provided advisory services to nation commissions against sexual exploitation, sexual abuse, and trafficking in children or their relevant counterparts from Panama, Ecuador, Chile, Uruguay, Colombia, Guatemala, El Salvador, Argentina, and Venezuela. 

Consistent with its mission, the IIN also works with the authorities of different branches of government and with various institutions to help construct comprehensive guidelines on legislation, public policies and their application to benefit children and adolescents.
e) At the request of one member state the IIN issued an addendum to the Institutional Technical Guidelines No. 1, entitled, “Addendum to the Institutional Technical Guidelines No 1. IIN-OAS – Revictimization of Children and Adolescents in jurisdictional and administrative procedures in the event of sexual abuse.”
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Topics:

-
The exercise of parental authority by parents accused of sexual and other forms of abuse towards children and adolescents.
-
Credibility of the views of child or adolescent victims of sexual abuse and other forms of violence.
This addendum was presented at the Legislative Palace of Uruguay, during the Symposium on the “Analysis of child sexual abuse within the family”, organized by the Women’s Bicameral Branch of the Uruguayan Parliament, on June 18, 2008.[image: image1.png]
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