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NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR GENERAL 
OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CHILDREN’S INSTITUTE
ON THE TWENTIETH PAN AMERICAN CHILD CONGRESS

DG No. 071/09

Montevideo, March 11, 2009
Excellency:

We have the honor to address Your Excellency to refer to the Twentieth Pan American Child Congress, to be held in Lima, Peru, from September 23 to 25, 2009.  It will be preceded by the 84th regular meeting of the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN), on September 22, which will serve as a preliminary meeting for the Congress. 


In this regard, we would like to recall that the Pan American Child Congress is an inter-American ministerial meeting that brings together high-level government officials responsible for children’s affairs in the Hemisphere, for the purpose of promoting the exchange of knowledge, experience, and agreements among the member states of the inter-American system.  The Pan American Congress has been declared an “Inter-American Specialized Conference” on several occasions, and, pursuant to its current Rules of Procedure, it meets every five years.  The Institute’s statutory reform in 1957
/ made the Pan American Congress an organ of the Institute.

The origins of the IIN go back to the deliberations of the Second Pan American Child Congress,
/ held in 1919.  That process concluded with the signing of the Institute’s founding charter by 10 countries, on June 9, 1927.  Subsequently, all member states of the Organization of American States joined.  Shortly, on April 22, 2009, the commemoration will be held of the 60th anniversary of the signing of the agreement whereby the Institute became an Inter-American Specialized Organization of the OAS.

The IIN Directing Council accepted the generous offer of the Government of Peru to host the Congress and approved the holding of these events, through resolutions of the 82nd Regular Meeting
/ and 83rd Regular Meeting of the Council,
/ respectively.
His Excellency
Ambassador Osmar Chohfi
Chair of the Permanent Council
Organization of American States 

Washington, D.C.  


Likewise, the IIN Directing Council decided to take the appropriate steps to ask the Organization of American States to declare the Twentieth Pan American Child Congress an “Inter-American Specialized Conference.”  It also decided, in accordance with the pertinent rules in effect, to submit the Draft Agenda and Draft Rules of Procedure approved by the IIN Directing Council to the OAS Permanent Council.

Pursuant to the mandates entrusted to us, we have the honor to submit the Draft Agenda and Draft Rules of Procedure for the Twentieth Pan American Child Congress to the Permanent Council for consideration.

With all due respect, we would like to point out that it would be helpful if the Permanent Council could take up this matter in the near future.  It would also be very appropriate for the Permanent Council to consider convening the Twentieth Pan American Congress as an “Inter-American Specialized Conference,” on the basis of the procedures set out in Article 74 of the Charter of the Organization.  We request this, taking into account that consideration of this matter by the OAS General Assembly, as provided for in Article 122 of the Charter, would only be possible in the framework of the thirty-ninth regular session, which is to begin on June 1, 2009.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of our highest consideration.

María de los Dolores Aguilar Marmolejo
Mario Víquez Jiménez

Director General of the IIN
Chair of the Directing Council of the IIN


and Principal Representative of Costa Rica
Attachments:

Draft Agenda for the Twentieth Pan American Child Congress

Draft Rules of Procedure for the Twentieth Pan American Child Congress
http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2009/CP21843E-1.pdf 


(Draft Agenda)
http://scm.oas.org/pdfs/2009/CP21843E-2.pdf 


(Draft Rules of Procedure)
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� 	38th meeting of the Directing Council, July 29 to August 3, 1957, Lima, Peru.


� 	The First Pan American Child Congress was held in July 1916.


� 	Resolution CD/RES. 05 (82-R/07), July 26 and 27, 2007, Cartagena de Indias, Colombia 


	� HYPERLINK "http://www.iin.oea.org/IIN/Pdf/Resoluciones_82_CD/CD-RES%2005-07.pdf" \o "blocked::http://www.iin.oea.org/IIN/Pdf/Resoluciones_82_CD/CD-RES 05-07.pdf" �http://www.iin.oea.org/IIN/Pdf/Resoluciones_82_CD/CD-RES%2005-07.pdf�


� 	Resolution CD/RES. 07 (83-R/08), October 15 and 16, 2008, Ottawa, Canada 


	� HYPERLINK "http://www.iin.oea.org/IIN/83reunion/pdf/CD%20RES%2007%2083-R-08%20%20XX%20CPN%20Temario%20y%20Reglamento.pdf" \o "blocked::http://www.iin.oea.org/IIN/83reunion/pdf/CD RES 07 83-R-08  XX CPN Temario y Reglamento.pdf" �http://www.iin.oea.org/IIN/83reunion/pdf/CD%20RES%2007%2083-R-08%20%20XX%20CPN%20Temario%20y%20Reglamento.pdf�
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