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BIOGRAPHY
Frank Rafael La Rué L. (born 1952)

Primary and Segundary school at the Liceo Javier (Guatemala)

Law studies at the University of San Carlos de Guatemala

Professor of Social Studies—Volunteer—at the Santa Fe school, Colonia Santa
Fe, Guatemala, and at the San Ignacio Institute

Held the position of labor advisor at the National Center for Workers/Central
Nacional de Trabajadores

Exiled in Washington, DC, where he worked on analysis projects on the U.S.
foreign policy towards Latin America and Human Rights at the OAS

Member of the Pro-Justice and Peace Committee of Guatemala/ Comité Pro-
Justicia y Paz de Guatemala —in charge of the Training Committee/ Comité de
Formacién

Member of the team of exiled Guatemalans, lobbying the UN and the OAS
Completed studies of International Relations and U.S. Foreign Policy in
Washinton, DC, as well as courses on Human Rights

Founder and Director of the Center for Humand Rights Legal Action /Centro para
la Accién Legal en Derechos Humanos (CALDH) in Washington, DC and
Guatemala (1993), with the goal of presenting cases of human rights violations
at the Comission and the International Court of Human Rights

Senior Fellow at the Center for International Policy (CIP), Washington, DC
Return in Guatemala to resume his work with CALDH, setting up an office in
Guatemala City

Member of the Executive Comission on the Alliance against Impunity/ Comision
ejecutiva de la Alianza contra la Impunidad, Guatemala

Member of the Grupo Barémetro

Member of the Latinamerican Association of Organizations of
Promotion/Asociacion Latincamericana de Organizaciones de Promocidn--ALIP
Member of the Council—LACS—Department of Projects

Member of the National Executive Comission of the Human Rights National
Movement/ Movimiento Nacional de Derechos Humanos, Guatemala

Director of the magazine Debate

Director of the weekly radio program—Hablemos Derecho/ “Talking about
Rights”

Professor at the graduate school of Human Rights at the Rafael Landivar
University, Guatemala

Fellow at the Department of Migration Studies at the University of Chicago, USA
Director of the weekly radio program—Con Voz y Voto/ “With Vote and Voice”
Nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize 2004

President of the Presidential Commission Coordinating Executive Human Rights
Policies/ Comision Presidencial Coordinadora de la Politica del Ejecutivo en
Materia de Derechos Humanos—COPREDEH (Guatemala)

UN's Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Opinion and Expression/ Relator de la
Libertad de Opini6n y Expresion de fa ONU
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CANDIDACIES FOR THE VACANCY THAT WILL OCCUR ON THE
INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF HUMAN RIGHTS
/
This document is being distributed to the permanent missions and
will be presented to the Permanent Council of the Organization.
EXPLANATORY NOTE
In resolutions AG/RES. 1757 (XXX-O/00), “Measures to Encourage the Timely Payment of Quotas,” Annex A, section B, paragraphs 3a., b., and c., and AG/RES. 2157 (XXXV-O/05), “Program-Budget of the Organization for 2006; Quotas and Contributions to FEMCIDI for 2006,” section III.A.7, the General Assembly established that the following procedures would apply to elections conducted by the General Assembly or by the councils of the Organization:
AG/RES. 1757 (XXX-O/00):
“a.
When circulating to the member states documents presented by a member state nominating a candidate the General Secretariat shall indicate in the transmittal notice” the member state’s payment status...;
b.
Within one week prior to holding the election and, again, immediately prior to taking the corresponding vote, the General Secretariat shall circulate a statement among all delegations indicating the countries which are ‘current,’ ‘considered current,’ and ‘not current.’    The statement shall also show the number of years each such country is in arrears.  No vote shall be held until this information has been circulated and the delegations so notified.
c.
The respective electing organ can specifically take into account the condition of those states which are ‘not current.’”
AG/RES.2157 (XXXV-O/05):
c.
To amend the definitions in part A of Annex A of resolution AG/RES. 1757 (XXX-O/00), so as to eliminate the term ‘Current’ and replace it with two new payment categories, ‘Current A’ and ‘Current B,’ as further indicated in the text in italics below: 
1. ‘Current A’:  For purposes of this resolution, a member state that has paid all its Regular Fund quota assessments for all prior years shall be in ‘Current A’ status for the current year if:
a. It has paid its entire Regular Fund quota assessment for the entire current year; or
b. It has agreed to a written payment plan with the General Secretariat for the payment of its entire Regular Fund quota assessment for the current year by January 1 of that year and is in compliance with that plan.

Notwithstanding subsections a and b above, a member state that has paid all its Regular Fund assessed quotas for prior years and has indicated its intent in writing to the General Secretariat prior to January 1 of the current year to pay its entire Regular Fund quota assessment for the current year by March 31 of the current year shall also be in ‘Current A’ status through to March 31 of that year.  If it does not pay its entire assessed Regular Fund quota by that date, it will lose its Current A status on the following April 1 and shall not regain it for that year until it pays its entire quota obligation in full.
2. ‘Current B:’  For purposes of this resolution, a member state that has paid all its assessed quotas to the Regular Fund for prior years, has agreed to a written payment plan with the General Secretariat for the payment of its entire Regular Fund quota assessment for the current year by January 1, and is not in compliance with that plan shall be considered in ‘Current B’ status, provided it:
a.
Has agreed with the Secretariat to a new written payment plan for the current year; and
b. Is in compliance with that new payment plan. 
Nonetheless, a member state may not remain in Current B status if it has defaulted on two consecutive agreed-upon payment plans in the current year.
These amendments to the definitions given in part A of Annex A of resolution AG/RES. 1757 (XXX-O/00) shall remain in force indefinitely until modified by the General Assembly.”
With a view to implementing the above-mentioned resolutions, the General Secretariat hereby forwards the attached information on the status of quota payments by member states as of May 29, 2009.
ALPHABETICAL LIST OF CANDIDATES PROPOSED FOR THE VACANCY
ON THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS
GUILLÉN, María Silvia (El Salvador)
LA RUÉ, Frank Rafael (Guatemala)
CANDIDACY FOR THE VACANCY ON THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS RESULTING FROM THE RESIGNATION OF A COMMISSION MEMBER
/
(El Salvador)
Permanent Mission of El Salvador
to the
Organization of American States
Note 209/2009
November 20, 2009
Excellency:

I have the honor to address Your Excellency to submit the candidacy of Attorney María Silvia Guillén as a member of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights for the period 2010-2011 to fill the vacancy that opened up as a result of the resignation of Commission member Florentín Meléndez.  The election for this vacancy will be held at the regular Permanent Council meeting of December 2, 2009.

Given Ms. Guillén’s long record of commitment to the cause of human rights, the Government of El Salvador is submitting her candidacy as a contribution to strengthening the inter-American system for the promotion and protection of human rights and as a reflection of the Government of El Salvador’s new relationship with that system.

You will find attached a copy of Ms. Guillén’s curriculum vitae.

I would appreciate it if you kindly made arrangements to inform the delegations of this worthy nomination.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.

Luis Menéndez-Leal

Ambassador

Interim Representative
His Excellency
José Miguel Insulza
Secretary General
Organization of American States 

Washington,D.C

Resume María Silvia Guillén

(EL SALVADOR)

1. General Professional Data

Maria Silvia Guillén, Salvadoran, graduated with a law degree from the University of El Salvador in 1977 and is a resident of the city of San Salvador, El Salvador.


Since 1999, she is the Executive Director of the Foundation for Studies on the Application of Law in El Salvador (FESPAD), a human rights organization founded in 1988. FESPAD executive management is the center of her professional activities.


Maria Silvia Guillén also serves as Deputy Judge of the Central American Court of Justice, a subregional organ part of the Central American Integration System (SICA).


She is a member of the Pro Remembrance Human Rights Working Committee of El Salvador, which represents victims of human rights violations during the internal armed conflict in El Salvador.
She is also a member of the Salvadoran Coalition for the International Criminal Court (CSPI), an activity of particular relevance in El Salvador, whose adherence to the Rome Statute has not yet been produced.
Since 2009, she was appointed to the Board of the National Academy of Public Security, an entity responsible for the training of the police force in El Salvador, a position of an academic nature to which she was invited because of her leadership in civil society.
2. Other positions held in the defense and promotion of human rights


Maria Silvia Guillén has promoted the dissemination and promotion of human rights by training of community associations, cooperatives and NGOs.
Her experience in agrarian matters helped in pushing the topic of economic, social and cultural rights in El Salvador. FESPAD was one of the first organizations to foster knowledge and dissemination of these rights in the country and has been a forerunner on international and domestic disputes in the matter.
Through the Foundation of which she is Director, Maria Silvia Guillén has promoted human rights education to the personnel of the National Civil Police, relatives of detainees and former inmates of the Salvadoran penitentiary system. She has sponsored various networks of civil organizations for the defense and promotion of trade union rights, the right to environmental protection, the access to land rights, the combat of impunity in attacks on human rights defenders as well as networks in defense of transparency in the processes of election of Judges for the Supreme Court, National Judiciary Council and Holders of Public Ministry.
For two decades, the Foundation she heads has promoted research and legal actions to defend human rights in the areas of public safety and economic, social and cultural rights.


Currently, through FESPAD, Maria Silvia Guillén coordinates and promotes three programs to promote human rights, in the following areas: a) Human Rights and Gender Equity, b) Criminal Justice and Public Safety, and c) Transparency.
She also coordinates and promotes observatories on human rights situations in El Salvador in the following issues: human rights of young people deprived of freedom, rights of children, economic, social and cultural policies. 
She has been responsible for numerous FESPAD publications in the following issues:

· Human Rights and the Constitution of the Republic of El Salvador.

· Status of public safety and criminal justice in El Salvador.
· Situation of economic, social and culture in El Salvador.
· Diagnosis of the process of selecting judges to the Supreme Court and counsel for the Judiciary in El Salvador.
· Situation of young prison inmates in El Salvador
As a center for research and promotion of human rights, FESPAD is one of the highest recognized Salvadoran civil organizations both domestically and in the Central American region.


Currently, the Foundation has a cooperation agreement with the Attorney for the Defense of Human Rights in El Salvador and has promoted the integration of various networks of civil protection and promotion of human rights, such as: 


"Coalition for Peace, Dignity and Social Justice”, "Bureau for Labor Rights”, " Transparent Justice Movement" and "Monsignor Romero Network", with the latter in order to promote compliance with the recommendations of the Interamerican Commission of Human Rights regarding the case of Monsignor Oscar Arnulfo Romero. 
As part of that effort, Mrs. Guillén was present at the hearing on November 6th 2009, during the 137th period of sessions of the IACHR, in which the State of El Salvador recognized before the Commission, for the first time, its obligations to implement the recommendations in the case of Monsignor Romero. 
From FESPAD, Maria Silvia Guillén plans in the near future to strengthen citizen oversight of the situation of persons deprived of freedom, adults and young people in an effort to influence the implementation of public security policies in the prevention of violence in several municipalities and strengthen the legal proxy for the population groups affected by the lack of access to land in El Salvador.
3.
Other professional positions related to the defense and promotion of human rights: 
· Law Access to Justice: 
· Member of the Special Commission for a comprehensive assessment of the Attorney General's Office FGR (2001). 
· Member of the Court of Appeals for the Attorney General of the Republic. F. G. R. (2000-2001). 
· Member of the Commission of Inquiry into Irregular Diplomas in El Salvador. Supreme Court (2001-2002). 
· Right to environmental protection: 
· Advisory Board Member of the Latin American Water Tribunal, San Jose, Costa Rica, since 2000.
4.
Academic activities: 
She has served as Chair of Agrarian Law and Administrative Law at university level. 


· Project Coordinator "We studied our Constitution" in the Foundation Studies for the Application of Law, with special emphasis on the analysis of the administration of justice in El Salvador. 
· Professor in the Legal Update Training Project. FESPAD. 
Most relevant research and consultancy related to human rights:

· Consultant responsible for the inquiries on owners whose land exceeds 245 hectares of rustic land in El Salvador. (January-June 1998). Secretary General of the United Nations Special Envoy’s Support Unit.
· Responsible for the juridical content of the draft Land Code with gender perspective. Justification for the proposal (December 1997-April 1998). Institute of Research, Training and Development of Women IMU, El Salvador.
· Limitations and legal and administrative opportunities to increase women's access to ownership and control of land in El Salvador. (January-March 1998). Arias Foundation for Peace and Human Progress. Costa Rica. C. A.
· Responsible for monitoring the Diagnosis of compliance with the Convention on the rights of children in El Salvador. Consulting FESPAD-Suecia.1997 Radda Barnen
· Researcher responsible for the Diagnosis of the agrarian legislation in force and the importance of a Land Code in El Salvador. (January-April 1996), Friedrich Ebert Foundation, El Salvador.
· Researcher responsible for the Diagnosis of the right to food in El Salvador. (January-July 1996, FIAN INTERNATIONAL.
· Co Director of the study “Revision, adjustment and creation of the Judicial Map of El Salvador”. Supreme Court of Justice. 2007-2008.
· Responsible for the follow up, evaluation and quality control of the notarial and juridical work of the technical staff of FESPAD’s legal office.
· Co Director of the project on public policies to prevent juvenile delinquency in El Salvador. 2008- currently.
5.
Recognitions

· SIHUATAN Award, by the Woman’s Research, Training and Development Institute, IMU, El Salvador, 2006.

· Award for her struggle for the protection of human rights and the search for justice and truth, by PROMOCULTURA-AMSS, El Salvador, 2007.

· Award “Herbert Anaya Sanabria, Critical Conscience, 20 years later” for her defense of human rights. 

· Human Rights Award, presented by the Association Pro Search of Missing Children during El Salvador’s internal conflict. (2007)

San Salvador, November 2009.

.
PERMANENT MISSION OF GUATEMALA

To the

Organization of American States

M12-OEA-E.6

No.579-09


Washington, D.C, November 23, 2009

Excellency:

I have the honor to address Your Excellency to submit the nomination of Dr. Frank La Rue Levy for membership on the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, for the period 2010-2011 to serve out the rest of the term for which Commissioner Florentín Meléndez was elected, in elections to be held by the Permanent Council at its regular meeting on December 2, 2009, following Mr. Meléndez’ recent resignation.


Accordingly, I am hereby reaffirming the active interest Guatemala takes in human rights protection and promotion at the national as well as international levels.  Our Government has therefore decided to nominate Attorney La Rue Levy in light of his excellent personal character, experience, and ideal qualification to be a member of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.


I should be most grateful if you would inform the member states of the Organization about this deserving nomination and have Mr. La Rue Levy’s curriculum vitae circulated.

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration.


Jorge Skinner-Klee


Ambassador,


Permanent Representative

His Excellency

José Miguel Insulza

Secretary General

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.
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Human Rights: Mr. LaRue has worked on human
rights over the past 25 years. He was the founder
of the Center for Human Right’s Legal Action
(Washington, D.C), which became the first NGO
to present Guatemalan Cases at the Inter-American
Human Rights System. He also founded the Centro
bara la Accién Legal en Derechos Humanos in
Guatemala, and continued working with the Inter-
American System. He also worked before the
United Nations Human Rights System from 1982
to 1991.

As a Human Rights Activist, he was nominated to
the Nobel Peace Prize in 2004. He also developed
the first case arguing Genocide against Military
dictators in Guatemala,

Currently Mr. LaRue works as the Presidential
Commissioner on Human Rights, a post under the
Presidency of the Republic of Guatemala.

Development of Policies: has worked in the
promotion of social development policies, guidelines
and standards for working with indigenous peoples
and minorities. These include the National Policy
on Human Rights, The National Policy for Education
on Human Rights, The Youth Violence Prevention
Policy, the Open Door Policy for Special Rapporteurs
and Human Rights Commissioners from the
Inter-American and the UN Human Rights System.

Law Studies

“Nobody die as long as there is someone szo

. EXPERIENCE SUMMARY

ghts, democratic development, education and Latin American political
rights lawyer with cases at the Inter-American Commission On Human

remembers him” .

AREAS OF EXPERTISE |

Management: has managed NGO and social
development programs, both in native country and
internationally. In management positions has
planned, organized, implemented and evaluated
programs as well as developed and adminjstered
budgets. Has managed staff from 5 to more than
100 employees. In these positions has developed
performance appraisal standards,

Organization, Implementation and Evaluation
of Conferences and Meetings: Mr. LaRue has
organized national, regional and international
conferences, including all aspects related to these,
such as purpose, goals and objectives, development
of schedules and all aspects of logistics such as
budget, trave[ arrangements, accommodations, etc,

Teaching: over ten years working with students

both in academic settings and in non formal
education settings

. OTHER SKILLS
Languages: Native: Spanish and English

Computer: Knowledge of Windows environment,
Office and network software.

EDUCATION

Faculty of Law and Social Sciences at San Carlos University, Guatemala

Foreign American Policy

School of International Studies Johns Hopkins University Washington, D.C,USA.

1981 Human Rights and the Inter-American System
American University Washington, D.C, US'A.

1994 Alternative Conflict Resolution

Eastern Mennonite University, Harrisonburg, VA
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Presidential Commissioner on Human Rights:
a Governmental Cabinet Post, Mr. LaRue was
appointed to the post by President Oscar Berger
Perdomo, on January 2004. As Human Rights

Comnissioner he represents the interest of the State -

before the Inter-American Human Rights System.
During his tepure the Guatemalan Govemment’s policy
towards the Inter-American Human Rights System
changed, as the State started to accept responsibility
about human rights violations committed in the past,
and to compensate victims of such violations. 2004
to date

Executive Director, Center for Human Rights Legal
Action (Washington, D.C. and Guatemala):
Founder and Executive Director of 2 Human Rights
NGO, specialized on presenting cases about Human
Rights Violations in Guatemala before the Inter-
American Human Rights system. Once in Guatemala,
the Center became a national reference on Human
Rights work, and became the first Human Rights NGO
to address the Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
at the moment when most NGO were concerned only
with civil rights. It also became the first NGO to
address the rights of impaired population in Guatemala.
As Executive Director, Mr. LaRue also served as
delegate to the Civil Society Assembly, convened by

t “Justice, Respect and Human Rights development are the measure of democracy”

 RELEVANT PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

the Negotiation Parties within the Guatemalan Peace
process scheme. Also, Mr. LaRue was a founder of
the National Movement on Human Rights, the broadest
coalition of Human Rights NGO ever developed in
Guatemala. 1990 to 2004.

Central American Analyst, Center for International
Policy (Washington, D.C): Mr. LaRue had to move
to Washington, D.C. due to political persecution in
1980. While been there, Ambassador Robert White
invited him to work as a Central American Analyst,
which allowed M. LaRue to lobby US Congress and
its policy towards the region. 1980-1990. At the same
{ime, MR. LaRue worked as Analyst and “Senior
fellow” for the Working Group on US and Latin
America Relations, the Washington Office on Latin
America and the Network of Solidarity with the Porple
of Guatemala, all of this as a pro-bono. 1980-1990

Legal Advisor, National Workers Union.
Mr. LaRue worked as legal advisor for the major
workers union formed in Guatemala during the 1970’s.
He did this work at the moment when labor union
activists were being persecuted and killed by
paramilitary organizations and State Sponsored terorist
organizations. 1975-1980.

OTHER RELEVANT PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

STy Ot
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e Mr Larue was a Founder and Member of the Unitary Representation of the Guatemalan
i Opposition RUOG, Represented RUOG before the United Nations and the Organization of American
! States. The work was done in Geneva, New York and Washington, D.C. RUOG became in the 1980’s
: the expression of Guatemalan intellectuals and indigenous people living in exile and interested on
denouncing human rights violations happening in Guatemala at that time. The work done before the
international human rights system was key in uncovering the State planned violence against indigenous
population, academic and labor leaders. 1982 to 1986.

Director of the Monthly Magazine “DEBATE” 1998-2004

¢ Director of the Weekly Radio Program “LET’S TALK STRAIGHT” 2002

¢ «Acsociate Fellow” - Program of the Migrant Rights, University of Chicago, Minois, US.A. 2002

e Human Rights Professor. Master’s Program on Human Rights. Rafael Landivar University,
Guatemala. 2001-2002

o Director of the Weekly Radio Program “WITH VOICE AND VOTE” 2002-2003
Currently Director of the Weekly Radio Program “The Right to know your rights” 2005 -
® Director of the Youth Componente of Mirador Electoral, a program designed for young people

to act as human rights observers during the 2003 electoral campaign in all the municipal districts of
the Country.

e Advisor of the Culture of Peace Program in Guatemala.

e e o

o Member of the National Commission for Reparations of the Government of Guatemala.

e Director of the National Program for Finding the Dlssappeared people‘dprhing' the Armed Conflict
. of Guatemala. S Rl PINCHE ©) T e s, T
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Report on Compliance with Quota Payments to the Regular Fund
According to AG/RES. 1757 (XXX-0/00), and as amended
by AG/RES.2157 (XXXV-0/05)

The status of member states with respect to payments of their assessment to the Regular Fund as of
November 30th 2009 is as follows:

A. Current A: Member states that have paid all their quotas owed to the Regular Fund for prior years
and who have either:

i Paid their entire Regular Fund quota assessment for the current year:
Antigua and Barbuda Guatemala
Argentina Guyana
Bahamas Haiti
Barbados Honduras '
Belize Mexico
Bolia Panama
Brazil Paraguay
Canada Peru
Chile St. Kitts and Nevis
Colombia St. Lucia
Costa Rica Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Dominica, Commonwealth of Suriname
Dominican Republic Trinidad and Tobago
Ecuador Uruguay
El Salvador
il. Agreed to a written payment plan with the General Secretariat for the payment of their entire

Regular Fund quota assessment for the current year by January 1% of that year and are in
compliance with that Plan:

Jamaica Venezuela
Upnited States
iil. Notwithstanding subsections 1 and ii above, a member state that has paid all its Regular Fund

assessed quotas for prior years and has indicated its intent in writing to the General
Secretariat prior to January 1% of the current year to pay its entire Regular Fund quota
assessment for the current year by March 31% of the current year shall also be in “Current A”
status through March 31 of that year.”

1 Note that effective July 5, 2009 as per AG/RES. 2 (XXXVII-E/09), Honduras has been suspended from the exercise of its
right to participate in the Organization of American States in accordance with Article 21 of the Inter-American Democratic
Charter.

2 Failure to pay the entire assessed Regular Fund quota by March 31* will result in losing Current A status on the following
April 1% until such time as the quota obligation is paid in full.
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Current B: Member states that have paid all of their assessed quotas to the Regular Fund for prior
years, have agreed to a written payment plan with the General Secretariat for the payment of their
entire Regular Fund quota assessment for the current year by January 1%, but are not in compliance
with said plan, provided they have agreed with the Secretariat to a new written payment plan for the
current year and are in compliance with the new Payment Plan:

None

Considered Current:
i Member states who have accumulated arrears, and who are in compliance with a schedule of

payments agreed upon with the Secretary General:

Nicaragua

il. Member states whose arrears are the result of special circumstances beyond their control as
determined by the Permanent Council in each case, and for a specific period, at each state’s
well-founded request:

None

. Not Current: Member states that do not fall under Categories A, B, or C above:

Grenada

Years in Arrears: This is the number of years for which quotas are still owed by a member state as
of May 1 of the current fiscal period, regardless of whether the member state has entered into a
payment plan and it is in compliance with that plan. For reports dated January 1-April 30, arrears
include amounts owed for all prior years; for reports dated May 1-December 31, arrears include
amounts owed for the current fiscal year and all prior years.
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�.	Note from the Secretary General regarding the vacancy occurring in the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights as a result of the resignation of a commissioner, CP/INF.5937/09 rev. 1.


�.	This document was previously published as document CP/INF.5937/09 rev. 1.
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