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I.
INTRODUCTION

It is an honor for the Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN) to submit this Annual Report, covering activities over the past year, for consideration by member states during the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States.

This Annual Report was prepared in accordance with Article 91(f) of the OAS Charter and Article 35 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, as well as Article 26.c of the Statutes of the IIN, and in keeping with relevant resolutions of the Permanent Council and the General Assembly.

The report covers calendar year 2009, and was prepared on the basis of:

· “Report of the Director General. Follow-Up to the 2007-2011 Action Plan of the IIN (October 2008 – September 2009), CD/doc. 06/09,” presented during the 84th regular meeting of the Directing Council held on September 22, 2009 in Lima, Peru, and approved at that meeting by Resolution CD/RES. 03 (84-R/09), "Adoption of the Report of the Director General of the IIN."

· The principal activities carried out since the 84th Regular Meeting of the Directing Council, October-December 2009, in the framework of the 2007-2011 Plan of Action and in compliance with the mandates received.

It includes the following chapters:

I. Introduction 

II. Presentation 

III. Principal activities for the period 

IV. Cooperation 

V. Inter-American Virtual Training Program – Courses

VI. Presence of the IIN in the different geographical regions of the OAS 

VII. Financial Report 

VIII. Annexes

II.
PRESENTATION

II.1.
Origin and purposes
The Inter-American Children's Institute (IIN), founded in 1927 as the “International American Institute for the Protection of Childhood,” has its headquarters in Montevideo, Uruguay.  A specialized agency of the OAS since 1949, it stands for a historic and permanent commitment to the rights and welfare of children in the Americas. It assists member states in developing public policies for children and adolescents, while seeking consensus and commitment from governments and maintaining an active dialogue with civil society organizations.

II.2.
Legal framework

The IIN is governed by the rules and practices of the Organization of American States, the Agreement signed in 1975 with the OAS, and its own Statutes and Rules of Procedures. 

II.3.
Structure

Pursuant to Article 4 of the Statutes, the organs of the Institute are:

a)
The Pan American Child Congress, an inter-American meeting at ministerial level in which senior government authorities responsible for children's issues in the hemisphere participate for the purpose of sharing knowledge and experience and reaching agreements among member states of the Inter-American system. It may be declared an Inter-American Specialized Conference of the OAS, and it is held every five years.

b)
The Directing Council, made up of representatives of the OAS member states, who are senior national authorities in the area of public policies on children, or persons of recognized expertise in the field. Among other duties, the members of the Directing Council establish the institution’s general policy and supervise its implementation, which is the responsibility of the Office, with headquarters in Montevideo, headed by the Director General.  This organ holds regular meetings annually, as well as special meetings on specific subjects, and may also hold virtual meetings.

c)
The IIN Secretariat or Office of the Director General has departmental status, and is part of the chapter entitled “Autonomous and Decentralized” of the OAS General Secretariat.
/ Since April 2007, it has been headed by Ms. María de los Dolores Aguilar Marmolejo, who reports to the Secretary General.
/  The Office of the Director General is responsible for designing and implementing the different work programs, in keeping with the allocated resources and the Institute’s laws and practices, and in compliance with the mandates received from member states.  In accordance with the functions assigned under the current structure of the OAS General Secretariat, it represents the secretary general and assistant secretary general vis-à-vis OAS political organs and in different forums or spaces related to its field of competence, facilitating the activities of the General Secretariat in the area of children’s human rights, while avoiding overlapping and duplication of efforts and expenses, maximizing the use of available resources, and coordinating its activities with the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and human-rights related activities carried out by the Permanent Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission of Women, as well as other dependencies of the General Secretariat.

The OAS Secretary General appoints the Director General for a four-year term from a slate of candidates previously agreed by the Directing Council.

The IIN Office of the Director General works in coordination with the Directorate of Areas and Projects, which in turn coordinates activities with the Legal Area, Area on Promotion and Protection of Rights, and Communication and Information Area.  The IIN’s human resources consist of its staff and independent contractors, which in 2009 came from the following member states:  Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Honduras, Mexico, Peru, and Uruguay.  It also receives the support of some interns in the Office of the Director General, the Administration, and the Technical Areas.

III.
PRINCIPAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE PERIOD

To commemorate the 82nd Anniversary of the founding of the IIN
/ and the 60th anniversary of its status as a Specialized Organization of the OAS, and the 20th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, international, regional, and national activities were carried out in compliance with the mandates received from the Summits of the Americas, the OAS organs, and the Institute, in the context of the 2007-2011 Plan of Action,
/ and as a reaffirmation of the lofty commitment to implement activities that contribute to the promotion and protection of the rights and well-being of children and adolescents of the Americas.

The IIN primarily assists the states in developing public policies on childhood and adolescence, by contributing to the design and implementation of the policies from a perspective of promotion and protection of and full respect for the rights of children and adolescents in the region.

A table of activities in member states is included with this report. The following paragraphs are an overview of the main activities during the period.

Institution Building and Activities of the Office of Director General
The IIN is aware of the fact that responsibility for ensuring full exercise of the rights of children and adolescents entails the active participation of all the different stakeholders from all parts of the region.  Thus during the period of this report, various regional and international meetings and events took place in which the Institute spoke on its activities and the key role it plays in this area in the Americas.  These events included the following:

POLITICAL AND TECHNICAL MEETINGS AND FORUMS

a)
The “Declaration of Commitment of Port-of-Spain,” emanating from the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held April 17-19, 2009 in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, included references to childhood, adolescence, and youth, and specific support for the 20th Pan-American Child Congress (paragraph 87).
/
b) The 20th Pan-American Child Congress, which was declared a “Specialized Inter-American Conference” by the Permanent Council
/ and the General Assembly,
/ took place at a time when the states of the region required expanded capacities to cope with the recent economic crisis that affected a significant number of families.  The Director General participated by serving as Secretariat of the Council and the Pan-American Congress, pursuant to IIN rules and regulations.

c)
The dialogue between Dr. Tabaré Vázquez, President of the Republic of Uruguay, and Mario Víquez Jiménez, President of the Directing Council and Representative of Costa Rica, during the meeting with Dr. Oscar Arias Sánchez, President of Costa Rica on April 23, 2009, which provided an opportunity to present to the two heads of state an overview of the objectives and the important activities of the Institute in the Americas.

d)
The participation with observer status of the IIN Director General in the 11th Ibero-American Conference of Ministers and Authorities Responsible for Children, to follow up on the cooperation agreement in effect with SEGIB.  It took place on June 18-19, 2009, in Lisbon, Portugal; the central theme was “Preventing inequalities and guaranteeing children’s rights: the importance of information technologies and education,” and the Conference produced the “Lisbon Declaration.”  A presentation on the 20th Pan-American Child Congress, to be held in September of that year, was made at the Conference.

e) IIN participation in the Seminar on “Democratization of Knowledge to Create a Culture of Peace,” held under the umbrella of the Ceibal Plan of Uruguay on April 29 and 30, 2009 in Montevideo.
/   On that occasion, IIN presented the “Decalogue on Defense of Children and Youth in a Time of Crisis” (http://www.iin.oea.org/IIN/Novedades_decalogo.shtml), prepared in follow-up to the resolution approved by the Directing Council at its 83rd Regular Meeting, CD/RES.09 (83-R/03), “International Financial Crisis.”  The Seminar was sponsored by the OAS, and attended by the Uruguayan Foreign Minister Dr. Gonzalo Fernández, the OAS representative in Uruguay, Ambassador John Biehl del Río, and the President of the Uruguayan Technological Laboratory (LATU), Miguel Brechner.

COOPERATION ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE OAS


To emphasize the role of the Institute within the OAS and to strengthen coordination with its governing bodies, the IIN participated in various events where it highlighted its activities in support of states’ efforts in favor of children. 

· IIN 2008 Activities Report and programming for 2009, presented on February 12, 2009 at the Special Session on the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, including Migrant Workers and their Families.  The IIN submitted this report through Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS and Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council, to be included in the annual report of the program.  [AG/RES. 2141  (XXXV-O/05)  and  AG/RES. 2289 (XXXVII-O/07)]

· Report on institutional policies, activities, and functions carried out under the Inter-American Program on Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP) [AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00)], delivered in February 2009 to the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM). 

· Participation as observer at the Inter-American Specialized Conference on Public Security/Preparatory Meeting of Experts for MISPA II, held in Montevideo on August 4-5, 2009.  IIN provided secretariat support for that Meeting of Experts, organized by the OAS Department of Hemispheric Security in preparation for the Meeting of Ministers of Security of the Americas. 

· Participation of the Office of Director General in the Regional Summit of Civil Registries and Identification and the 6th Meeting of the Latin American and Caribbean Council of Civil Registration, Identity, and Vital Statistics, ”Registries, Governance, Development, and the Future,” held on November 4-5, 2009 in Bogotá, Colombia, in keeping with mandates received in AG/RES. 2362 (XXXVIII-O/08).
/  On that occasion, interviews were conducted with officials of the Colombian Family Welfare Institute (ICBF), the leading agency for childhood and adolescence whose Director General represents her country on the IIN Directing Council, and with authorities of the National Registry of Civil Status of Colombia and the Coordinator of the Observatory on Childhood of the University of Colombia.  It is worth recalling that some time ago, the IIN prepared a promotional video called “Yo soy” [“I am”],
/ aimed at making the public aware of the importance for children to have a birth registration and the right to a name.  

COMMEMORATIONS


The Inter-American Children’s Institute was born of a generation of committed men of science who, headed by Dr. Morquio in the area of social pediatrics, placed childhood on the agenda of the countries at the start of the last century, thereby anticipating the interest of the global community well before the appearance of various international organizations and treaties.  Its establishment was a pioneering act.  The ten founding members were later joined by all of the OAS member states.


In 2009, various commemorative activities were carried out to pay tribute to the Institute’s accomplishments, and the 20th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child was celebrated. 

60th Anniversary of the IIN’s status as a Specialized Organization of the Organization of American States (OAS): April 22, 2009

On April 22, 1949, the International American Institute for the Protection of Childhood, founded in 1927, signed an agreement with the Council of the Organization of American States that gave it the status of an Inter-American Specialized Organization.  In accordance with Directing Council Resolution CD/RES. 07 (83-R/08)
/, due to the scope and importance of the celebration, it was included on the agenda of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress.

82nd Anniversary of the founding of IIN – June 9, 2009


Since 1927, the Inter-American Children’s Institute has worked constantly to ensure the well-being of children and adolescents in the Americas, and to promote and guarantee their rights.  The date was commemorated with a tribute that included placement of a floral offering at the monument of Dr. Luis Morquio, located on the small square that bears the Institute’s name, close to its headquarters in Montevideo.  In accordance with a decision of the Directing Council in October 2008, this was also included on the agenda of the 20th Pan-American Congress.

November 20, 2009 – 20th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child


The Convention is a human rights treaty with 193 states parties, making it the treaty with the largest number of ratifications in the world.  This is an important fact, as it shows the universal consensus that exists on the essential issues of infancy, childhood, and adolescence.  As part of this worldwide celebration, the IIN published two electronic newsletters, one of which is addressed to adolescents. 


This date was also commemorated at the IIN Office with children from the Kaleidoscopic Center of the Children’s Institute of Uruguay (INAU), who visited the headquarters and in the course of a pleasant interchange with staff, they had an opportunity to express themselves through drawings showing how they perceived the exercise of their rights today, and to talk about the animated videos on children’s rights, and share snacks, etc.  This occasion was an enriching experience for the staff working daily at IIN. 


Also as part of this commemoration, INAU inaugurated/ set up the Consultative Advisory Council of the Board of Directors made up of adolescents, in response to the policy focus on children and adolescents and in keeping with recommendations that emerged from the First Pan American Forum of Children and Adolescents (part of the 20th Pan American Child Congress).  The IIN Director General was invited as a special guest to the establishment of that Council, an event in which the following persons also participated:  Nora Castro, President of INAU and principal representative of Uruguay on the IIN Directing Council; Ana Olivera, Deputy Minister of Social Development of Uruguay; Jorge Ferrando, Director of INAU and alternate representative of Uruguay on the IIN Directing Council; and, other senior Uruguayan officials.
AUTHORITIES RECEIVED AT IIN HEADQUARTERS


During 2009, various eminent persons, including the principal IIN officials, were welcomed at the Montevideo headquarters, providing an opportunity to share the work that the Institute has been doing in various areas related to children’s rights.  Among others, the following were received:

Mario Víquez Jiménez, President of the Directing Council and Principal Representative of Costa Rica, who met with the Director General and Area Coordinators on February 13, 2009;

Dr. José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the OAS, on March 4, 2009.  During his official visit to Uruguay, he was received at the Institute headquarters, where he engaged in a dialogue and was informed of the activities to implement the 2007-2011 Plan of Action for the promotion and full exercise of the rights of children and adolescents within the Inter-American system, and the advances of the 20th Pan American Child Congress.  The OAS representative in Uruguay, Ambassador John Biehl del Río, and the OAS Executive Secretary for Integral Development, Ambassador Alfonso Quiñónez, also participated in that meeting.

Dr. Jean Michel Arrighi, OAS Secretary for Legal Affairs, paid a visit on June 10, 2009, for the commemoration of the 82nd anniversary of the founding of the Institute.  It provided a good opportunity to meet with the Director General, Area Coordinators, and the staff in general.

First Ladies Margarita Zavala, wife of the President of Mexico, and María Auxiliadora Delgado, wife of the President of Uruguay, visited on August 14, 2009, accompanied by the OAS Representative in Uruguay, Ambassador John Biehl del Río, the President of the Uruguayan Institute for Children and Adolescents (INAU), Nora Castro, and the wife of the Mexican Ambassador to Uruguay, Mrs. Ximena Mondragón. During their meeting, the Director General had an opportunity to present the main activities carried out by the Institute in the region for the benefit of children and adolescents, and shared general aspects of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress with the distinguished guests.  Mrs. Margarita Zavala referred to the importance of sensitizing civil society and humanizing the problem of unaccompanied migrant children, through inter-institutional work and forming networks with entities specializing in children and migration, such as the work being done by certain state institutions of the Family Integral Development System in Mexico.  Mrs. María Auxiliadora Delgado de Vázquez, who had already visited the IIN previously, thanked Mrs. Zavala for her visit to Uruguay and highlighted the importance of the work being done to promote respect for the rights of children and adolescents.

STRENGTHENING THE IIN DIRECTING COUNCIL


As a result of the ongoing work of the IIN Office of Director General, progress has been made in designating government representatives, senior authorities responsible for public policies on childhood and adolescence, to sit on the Directing Council, and the participation of the Caribbean countries has been considerably enhanced, a sign of the interest in children on the part of these states and support for the initiatives that they have developed in the Council, and primarily the 2007-2011 Plan of Action.

OTHER ACTIVITIES OF THE OFFICE OF DIRECTOR GENERAL


Reference should be made to efforts to ensure coordination, both in situ and by e-mail, during the planning stage and the organization of the 84th Regular Meeting of the Directing Council and the 20th Pan-American Child Forum.


The Congress was the occasion for a significant event for the region, which placed the representative opinion of children and adolescents on the front line in one of the major decision-making bodies of the IIN, at the First Pan-American Forum of Children and Adolescents, which was held September 21-25, 2009 in Lima, Peru.  The results of this Forum have been incorporated into the achievements and outcome of the 20th Congress.


Prior to the Congress, the Forum with Civil Society met August 25-26 in Buenos Aires.  The results of this Forum enriched the IIN and the design and final work of the Congress, and these organizations collaborated closely at that event. 


From December 1 to 3, the Director General participated in the Second Annual Meeting of the Global Movement for Children (GMC), Latin American and Caribbean Chapter, which the Institute has been a member of since 2007.
/  During that meeting in Panama City, the Director General presented the results of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress, and responded to concerns that arose during the Forum with Civil Society held in conjunction with the Congress, on the following issues:  the central focus on children in public policies; promotion of the participation of children and adolescents; and, strengthening the strategic role of the IIN in the region.  At the same time, she reiterated the OAS General Secretariat’s message regarding the importance of working closely with civil society in building a culture of rights.


From the Central Archive, which operates within the Office of the Director General, both virtual and personal consultations took place with internal users and researchers in member states interested in its valuable pool of documents.

Directorate of Areas and Projects and Programming Areas

The Directorate of Areas and Projects coordinates the work of the different IIN areas of work.

The principal activities developed by each of the IIN Areas are set forth below.  

AREA FOR PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF RIGHTS

The following activities were carried out during this period:

Technical assistance to member states on public policies related to childhood and adolescence

In line with the IIN’s 2007-2011 Plan of Action, the following activities were carried out in the area of public policies:

· Preparation of a reference document entitled “Public policies on childhood and adolescence: topics for dialogue,” which suggested topics to facilitate and support dialogue among countries, in the framework of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress, where senior ministers responsible for childhood and adolescence would participate.

· Preparation of a reference document on “Challenges of cooperation in the area of childhood and adolescence in Latin America,” designed to stimulate discussion on the role of cooperation in Latin America in general and on children’s issues more specifically.  Drafted in the context of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress.

· Participation of the Director of Areas and Projects, Paulina Fernández Fawaz, in a seminar organized by the DIF Jalisco System in Mexico as part of the celebration of the 20th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, on November 10, 2009.  In a meeting including representatives of government, civil society, and academic organizations, she presented a lecture on “The Current Status of Children in Latin America: Balance Sheet 20 years after the Convention” to a Panel on “Vulnerability of Children: Current Challenges 20 Years after promulgation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.”

· At the 20th Pan-American Child Congress, six (6) dialogue groups were held on different aspects of public policies regarding children and adolescents, which are detailed under the item on the Congress further on.  These groups facilitated an exchange of experiences among member states.

· Technical development of the theme on “current challenges 20 years since the Convention on the Rights of the Child, 20th Pan-American Child Congress, under the coordination of José Carlos Thissen.

· Design and implementation of the Refresher Course on Rights of the Child, under the coordination of José Carlos Thissen, who was in charge of teaching the course. 

Participation of children and adolescents 


In compliance with Resolution CD/RES.07 (83-R/08) of the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children’s Institute, the working group for the Preparatory Meeting on Participation of Children and Adolescents in the 20th Pan-American Child Congress met on February 5-6, 2009, in Quito, Ecuador.


Delegations of ten member states participated (Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Ecuador, United States, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, and Uruguay), with groups of adolescents representing different regions of the Americas.  The meeting defined guidelines for the participation of children and adolescents in the 20th Pan-American Child Congress.  Following agreements reached on the subjects discussed, the IIN worked on the frame of reference for participation of children and adolescents in systematizing the country reports on the subject of participation of children and adolescents; a total of 15 reports had been received. 


As regards organization of the First Pan American Forum of Children and Adolescents, the IIN presented a proposed web page on participation to the meeting, which was supported by adolescents from eight member states.  The result is the web page: www.nuestravozacolores.org.  This is a website designed to promote an exchange of national and regional experiences with participation of children and adolescents and an interactive virtual space for communication and exchanges among organized groups of children and adolescents. 


The following is included on the aforesaid site:

· National plans and practices related to participation; 

· Comments and recommendations of the Committee on Children’s Rights; 

· Participation experiences;

· Forums for exchange of experiences among children, adolescents, and adults;

· Opinion surveys;

· Recommended bibliography for children, adolescents, and adults interested in the subject; 

· Information and reference documents for the 20th Pan-American Child Congress.


Following the 20th Pan-American Child Congress, the second Regional Participation Workshop – second Meeting of the Task Force on Participation of Children and Adolescents was held in Panama City in December under the project “Promotion of the participation of children and adolescents,” financed by the Spanish cooperation agency.


It was attended by senior officials from Panama’s Ministry of Social Development and the OAS Office in Panama, officials from leading entities involved with childhood and adolescence in eight member states, the Spanish Cooperation and Development Agency, and representatives of organizations such as International Plan and Save the Children-Sweden. The following persons participated on behalf of the IIN:  the Director General, Dolores Aguilar, the Director of Areas and Projects, Paulina Fernandez, and Luis Albernaz and Víctor Giorgi, advisors.


The main objectives of the meeting were as follows:

· Receive inputs from states, reach agreements, and approve the reference document on participation of children and adolescents, that includes systematization of country reports on participation. 

· Present a status report on agreements reached at the Quito meeting (February 2009), First Pan-American Forum of Children and Adolescents, web page “nuestravozacolores.org.”

· Propose for consideration by states the IIN 2010 work agenda on building a model for participation of children and adolescents in the Americas.


The results of the workshop were: a) Analysis and approval of the reference document on participation of children and adolescents; the document is undergoing the final editing, prior to printing and distribution, scheduled for the first quarter of 2010; and b) Consensus on the work agenda proposed by IIN.

Program for Universal Civil Registry and the Right to Identity in the Americas (PUICA-OAS) - Regional Coordination for Right to Identity 


On January 30, 2009 this meeting was held in the Regional UNICEF Office for Latin America and the Caribbean, in Ciudad del Saber, Panama.  Specialists from UNFPA, Plan International, the OAS General Secretariat (PUICA), and UNICEF attended.  The consultant on the Program for Promotion and Protection of Rights, Mathías Nathan, represented IIN.  Participants discussed initiatives related to birth registries and right to identity that have been developed by countries in the region since the First Latin American Regional Conference on the Right to Identity and the Universal Registry of Birth (“Register me, make me visible”), held in August 2007 in Paraguay. 


IIN participated in the activity in keeping with the mandate received by OAS General Assembly Resolution AG/RES. 2362 (XXXVIII-O/08) on the Inter-American Program for a Universal Civil Registry and the Right to Identity.  Also in accordance with that resolution, the Director General attended the Regional Summit of Civil Registries and Identity and the 6th Meeting of the Latin American and Caribbean Council on Civil Registry, Identity, and Vital Statistics (“Registries, Governance, Development, and the Future”), held in November 2009 in Bogotá, Colombia, as already reported.

LEGAL AREA

The following activities were carried out during the period in question:

Legal data base (BADAJ)


The Legal Data Base, BADAJ, has a new website, www.badaj.org, whose main feature is a new graphic interface that facilitates navigation and access to documents and laws in the data base. 


This new computer platform makes it possible to search specialized legislation in specific data bases on subjects such as:  commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents; juvenile criminal justice; international abduction of children and adolescents, and the like. 


The domestic legislation in force in 19 member states on the rights of the family, children, and adolescents was compiled and updated, to strengthen the data base.  With regard to the international body of law on children, the status of ratifications of various international instruments was reviewed for all OAS member states, and a comparative table was created to give a regional overview.  


As part of the strengthening of the Legal Data Base (BADAJ), international and national laws on juvenile criminal justice were also compiled and updated.

Commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents


With regard to commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents, the report that was prepared in accordance with Resolution AG/RES. 2486 (XXXIX-O/09) “Prevention and eradication of commercial sexual exploitation, and smuggling of and trafficking in minors,” will be presented as an annex.

International abduction of children and adolescents 


Action on this issue is in response to mandates received by Resolutions AG/RES. 2028 (XXXIV-O/04) and AG/RES. 2133 (XXXV-O/05) on the ¨Inter-American Program to Prevent and Remedy Cases of International Abduction of Minors by one of their Parents.”  A resolution was also adopted by the IIN Directing Council, CD/RES. 03 (82-R/07) “Application of the Inter-American Program to Prevent and Remedy Cases of International Abduction of Minors by one of their Parents,” in addition to previous resolutions on the subject.


The main achievement during the reporting period is the updating and adaptation of the contents of the electronic page on the international abduction of children and adolescents, by means of an inter-active CD, used as a tool to disseminate the issue among various stakeholders that are directly or indirectly involved with the subject, and available on the web page www.iin.oea.org. Information on central authorities responsible for the subject was also updated, to improve communication and coordination among them.  As part of the effort to update the Legal Data Base, emphasis was placed on laws related to abduction and restitution, including the subsequent stage of compiling bilateral treaties between OAS member states. 


The “Course for attorneys of central authorities and public officials working on the issue of the international abduction of children and adolescents” was given under the IIN’s Inter-American Virtual Training Program, which will be discussed later on. 

Contributions of the Government of the Republic of Argentina


The following activities took place:

a) Updating of the Legal Data Base, BADAJ.

b) Updating and adaptation of the contents of the specific electronic page on international abduction of children and adolescents, by preparation of an interactive CD.

First World Congress on Restorative Juvenile Justice


It was held in Lima November 5-7, for the purpose of promoting a new model for restorative juvenile justice, in response to the current neo-retributionist trend.  Its nature, scope, and concrete applications were described in different cultural and legal contexts.


The event was organized by the Terre des hommes Foundation Lausanne, a Swiss institution with lengthy experience in juvenile justice projects in Europe, Africa and Latin America, the Encuentros Casa de la Juventud Association, the Office of the Attorney General of Peru, and the Catholic University of Peru.  Academic and scientific support was also received from the International Association of Youth and Family Judges and Magistrates, the International Society for Criminology, and the International Institute for the Rights of the Child.

Its specific objectives were  to reflect upon the concept of restorative juvenile justice and to undertake a critical viability study, to examine the methodology and instruments of restorative juvenile justice, to evaluate the situation of the victim in restorative juvenile justice and the need for her/his protection and reparation of damages,  to exchange experiences and lessons learned and good practices of restorative juvenile justice worldwide, and finally  to draft and present some recommendations for the development and implementation of restorative juvenile justice. 


The meeting was organized on the basis of three themes, with the participation of high-level specialized presenters and panelists.  The IIN participated through the Coordinator of its Legal Area, who presented a paper on “Restorative Justice in Juvenile Criminal Justice Systems in the Americas,” in which he detailed the troubling trends in the region and the challenges facing states in this area.

Technical Institutional Orientation


Based on its functions, the IIN cooperated with the authorities of the different branches of government and various institutions by putting together integral guidelines on legislation, public policies, and practices to benefit children and adolescents.  In 2009, Technical Institutional Orientation No. 2 was prepared on adoption and its international legal system.
Support for the Network of Children’s Advocates in National Ombudsmen Offices in Latin America

The subject of ombudsmen for children and adolescents is of particular interest, since ombudsmen are part of independent, integral systems for monitoring the rights of children and adolescents.  A directory of persons responsible for children’s affairs in national ombudsmen offices was prepared for those states that have such offices.


In addition, the First Meeting of Children and Youth Advocates was held December 7-8, 2009 in Panama.  The purpose of this meeting was to provide a space for exchange of experiences, to identify good practices, determine training needs in the area, and to strengthen these national entities, to improve their monitoring, defense, and promotion of the rights of the child. 


Ten Children and Youth Advocate Offices participated, representing ten states--Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, and Peru--in addition to representatives of UNICEF and the Inter-American Human Rights Institute.  All of the participants shared their experiences in this area, making this meeting an important space for discussion.


The OAS Representatives in Panama, Ambassador Abigail Castro, high officials of the Secretariat for Children, Adolescents, and the Family of the Ministry of Social Development of the Republic of Panama, and the President of the IIN Directing Council, Mario Víquez Jiménez, also participated in the event. 


The following persons were in charge of IIN support and technical assistance:  the Director General, María de los Dolores Aguilar, the Director of Areas and Projects, Paulina Fernández, the Coordinator of the Legal Area, Dr. Jorge Valladares, and the advisor of the Legal Area, Dr. Gustavo Ramírez.


A work agenda for 2010 was developed as a result of the meeting, as part of the activities contemplated under the project.

In addition, the process of compiling information and documents for a regional study to be developed shortly on the subject was also initiated. 

Commemoration of the 20th Anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child

7th Congress: “Status of children’s rights on the 20th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child”


Organized by the Law School in Uruguay, it took place December 3-5, 2009, in Montevideo.  It was declared an event of national interest by the President of the Republic, an event of judicial interest by the Supreme Court of Justice, and of parliamentary interest by the Chamber of Deputies.  The objectives were to assess the effective implementation and functioning of the Convention, identify the major problems facing signatory states, and address the fundamental principles enshrined in the Convention.  Should the provisions of the Convention be amended to adapt them to the evolution of doctrine and experience in this area over this period of time?


Dr. Jorge Valladares, Coordinator of the Legal Area, served as moderator, together with Dr. Ignacio Goycochea, Liaison Officer for Latin American of The Hague Conference on Private International Law, and the workshop on “Judicial Cooperation in the protection of children: cross-border arrangements.”

COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION AREA 


Since it is a regional organization, IIN primarily uses hemispheric communication platforms to disseminate and promote its activities, and those of member states and organizations working on the same issues.


The activities of the communication area cut across the promotion and protection of children’s rights.   Thus, much of the work done is aimed at achieving the goals of other technical areas of IIN. 


The Internet is a basic tool for transmitting and receiving information, as well as technical assistance.  For the IIN web page (www.iin.oea.org), the content is prepared, new communication modalities are designed, and the information is constantly updated.


The following are among the ongoing activities that are carried out and improved on every year:

· Updating and consolidation of the IIN web page.  Monitoring of other web pages prepared by the IIN  (“Nuestra voz a colores,” Badaj, and “Anna Observa,” among others); 

· Design and dissemination of communication products and multimedia materials on IIN topics; 

· Attention and response to requests for bibliographic and documentary information received through the “Dr. Luis Morquio” Inter-American Library and the IIN in general;

· Updating and distribution of information through the Inter-American Information Network on Children  (RIIN); 

· Preparation and publication of three periodic electronic IIN newsletters. 


In 2009, special attention was paid to the 20th Pan-American Child Congress in Lima, Peru.  The Communication and Information Area was in charge of the following activities: 

· Preparation and implementation of the communication strategy and dissemination of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress and the 84th Regular Meeting of the IIN Directing Council, including design of the image, preparation of the web page (www.xxcongresopanamericano.org), and publicity for the event, among other things;

· Technical coordination and liaison for the general organization and preparatory missions for the 20th Pan-American Child Congress, with the representatives of Peru.

· Design, preparation, and dissemination of the IIN Report on the 20th Pan-American Child Congress.

Other activities:

· Establishment of alliances and joint regional working procedures with various entities linked to protection of children’s rights (Global Movement for Children, Network of Judges of MERCOSUR, and the ANDI network, among others);

· Preparation of special electronic newsletters commemorating the 20th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (one for adults and another for adolescents);

· Special electronic newsletter on violence, that includes a video on physical punishment of children and adolescents.


This work will make it possible to reposition the image of the IIN as a specialized agency on the subject in the inter-American system and as a coordinator of policies to promote and protect the rights of children and adolescents.


In addition, the IIN has placed special emphasis on developing the interface that links the rights of children with the media, and the inter-relationships and potential generated. 

Directing Council

84th Regular Meeting of the Directing Council

 September 22, 2009, Lima, Peru


The OAS Permanent Council considered and approved the Provisional Agenda (CP/doc.4426/09) of the 84th Regular Meeting of the IIN Directing Council, prepared by the Office of the Director General together with the President, at its regular meeting on August 13, 2009.  On that occasion, the Alternate Representative of Chile, Christian Rehren, referred to the subject and gave his country’s support to the Institute’s work. 


According to the mandate received in Directing Council Resolutions CD/RES. 05 (82-R/07) and CD/RES. 07 (83-R/08), on September 22 the 84th Regular Meeting was held in Lima, Peru.  The delegations of 24 member states participated, most of them headed by their principal representatives, including six from Caribbean countries.  High authorities of the government of the Republic of Peru and the OAS General Secretariat, representatives of international and civil society organizations, and officials from the Ministry of Women and Social Development and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in addition to the IIN Office, were also present. 


The Director General presented the “Report of the Office of Director General (October 2008 to September 2009; Activities to follow up on the 2007-2011 Plan of Action (CD/doc. 6/09),” which had previously been distributed to member states in its electronic version.  Following the presentation, expressions of support for the activities and the report were received, and the report was approved without comments by the Directing Council, in Resolution CD/RES. 03 (84-R/09),
 which determined that it would be the basis for the IIN’s Annual Report to the 40th Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly, and the Secretariat was congratulated on the work done.


Moreover, the Final Report of the 83rd Regular Meeting in Canada (CD/doc. 7/09), held in Ottawa, Canada on October 15-16, 2008, was approved.  This document was also sent to delegations in advance, via Resolution CD/RES. 02 (84-R/09), which established that it would be annexed to the IIN’s Annual Report to the 40th General Assembly.


The agreements signed by the Director General ad referendum of the Directing Council (CD/doc. 7/09), whose texts were sent in advance to the members, were reviewed  by a Working Group composed of four member states.  The report emanating from that group commends the initiatives and makes recommendations, leading to approval by the plenary of Resolution CD/RES. 04 (84-R/09).   Since the four agreements signed during the period were consistent with the 2007-2011 Plan of Action and the Institute’s policies, that Resolution ratified them, and expressed appreciation to the institutions that supported the 20th Pan-American Child Congress.  The Office of Director General was also instructed to give a detailed account of project implementation at the next regular meeting of the IIN Directing Council.

Also at this meeting, the IIN Director General presented the document entitled “General Vision of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress, including the First Pan-American Forum for Children and Adolescents” (CD/doc. 8/09) and the executive version of the general program, and she summarized the salient aspects of these two meetings which were held at the same site during the week of September 21 to 25.  More detailed information on these meetings will follow. 

Pan-American Child Congress 

20th Pan-American Child Congress

September 22-25, 2009, Lima, Peru


The 20th Pan-American Child Congress was held in compliance with the IIN Directing Council Resolutions CD/RES. 05 (82-R/07)
/ and CD/RES. 07 (83-R/08),
/ and was declared to be a Specialized Inter-American Conference by the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS), in its Resolution AG/RES. 2458 (XXXIX-O/09),
/ which supported the decision adopted by the OAS Permanent Council in Resolution CP/RES. 949 (1688/09).
/

It was held in Lima, Peru, on September 23-25, 2009.  It began with a Preliminary Meeting of Heads of Delegation of Member States on Tuesday, September 22.  The First Pan-American Forum of Children and Adolescents, which was part of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress, organized to provide a space for the participation of children and adolescents who were part of the delegations, was held September 21-25.

Organization


It was organized by the government of the Republic of Peru, through the Ministry on Women and Social Development and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, with the support of the Inter-American Children’s Institute. It also received the support of the Permanent Mission of Peru to the OAS.

Agenda


The 20th Pan-American Child Congress was held as part of the celebration of the 82nd anniversary of the founding of the IIN and the 60th anniversary of its incorporation as a Specialized Organization of the OAS, and the 20th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.


It focused on the processes of participation and building civic-mindedness in children in member states, together with the promotion of public policies with a focus on rights and development of an exchange of experiences on systems for integral protection and development of international, regional, and bilateral cooperation. 

Participants


It was attended by 24 governmental delegations of the member states,
/ six of which were from the Caribbean, made up of the highest authorities on children’s affairs, who participated in the First Pan-American Forum, which is referred to further on.  High authorities of the OAS General Secretariat and the host country also participated in it, as did representatives of international and civil society organizations, internationally renowned speakers and experts, and moderators and facilitators on the subject, for a total of 417 participants.
Authorities


During the preliminary session, held in the afternoon of September 22, under the leadership of the President of the IIN Directing Council, serving as Secretary for the Director General, Minister Nidia Vilchez Yucra, Minister for Women’s Affairs and Social Development of Peru and Principal Representative on the IIN Directing Council, was elected by acclamation as President of the 20th Pan-American Congress.  In addition, Mario Víquez Jiménez, Executive President of the National Association for Children, Representative of Costa Rica, and President of the Directing Council, was elected as First Vice President, and Joan Crawford, Director of the Child Care Board of Barbados and a representative on the Directing Council, was elected to serve as Second Vice-President.
Rules and regulations


At the preliminary meeting on September 22, the Draft Agenda and the Draft Rules of Procedure of the 20th Pan-American Congress were considered.  Their preparation led to a “Report on the results of the informal meetings held to agree on the draft rules of procedure, agenda, and resolution for the 20th Pan-American Child Congress,” which was presented by the Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS, Ambassador María Zavala, during the Permanent Council’s regular meeting on September 16, 2009. 


The Draft Agenda and Rules of Procedure of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress were the result of a process that began at the 83rd Regular Meeting of the Directing Council (October 15-16, 2008, Ottawa, Canada), and were enriched by subsequent contributions by member states. 


The Plenary Session of Heads of Delegation approved the Agenda and the Rules of Procedure, as well as the Schedule for the 20th Pan-American Congress.

Documents


The IIN prepared four (4) reference documents on the central themes of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress, available at: www.xxcongresopanamericano.org
Structure and methodology

a) Preliminary meeting of heads of delegation, to adopt the agreements formalized at the First Plenary. 


Following the election of the officers and approval of the agenda, rules of procedure, and schedule, a Style Committee (Brazil, Canada, Colombia, United States, and Jamaica) and a Credentials Committee (Guatemala, Paraguay, and St. Lucia) were set up. In addition, the deadline for delegations to submit proposed resolutions or any other proposal or project they would like to present was set at 12:00 noon on Thursday September 24, and Ambassador María Zavala, Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS, reported on the consultations and negotiations regarding the “Unified Draft Resolution of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress -Peruvian Initiative,” that were conducted by the host country’s Permanent Mission.


The IIN Director of Areas and Projects, Paulina Fernandez Fawaz, explained the organization and dynamics of the dialogue groups and member states’ presentations of experiences, and referred to the IIN team and their liaison duties.


The IIN Director General, Maria de los Dolores Aguilar Marmolejo, made the following presentations:

· A briefing on the 20th Pan-American Child Congress, including the proposed schedule; 

· General information on the Forum with Civil Society Organizations prior to the 20th Pan-American Child Congress, organized by the Department of International Affairs of the OAS Secretariat for External Relations and the IIN, which was held August 25-26, 2009 in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and the document of recommendations emanating from that Forum, which was transmitted to the Permanent Missions of OAS member states by the DIA/OAS and was subsequently sent by the Office of Director General of the Institute to the representatives on the Directing Council;

· The proposed structure of the summary report of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress that the President would present to the fifth plenary;

· The program of the public sessions, in a user-friendly format that describes the documents of the presenters and speakers, and the statements by member states in the dialogue groups.

b) Inaugural Session 


Held on Wednesday morning, September 23, it was honored by the distinguished presence and statements of the President of the Republic of Peru, Dr. Alan García Pérez, the Vice-President of the Republic of Ecuador, Dr. Lenin Moreno, Dr. Jean Michel Arrighi, Secretary of Legal Affairs of the Organization of American States, representing Secretary General José Miguel Insulza, and Nidia Vilchez Yucra, Minister for Women and Social Development and President of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress, in addition to words of welcome delivered by a Peruvian girl and boy.

c)
General Plenaries – September 22 - 25


On September 23 and 24, the first, second, and third plenary sessions were held, during which the main presentations described below were given, and the youth participants in the First Pan-American Forum, democratically elected by their peers, read out the documents they prepared on the central themes of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress.


On Friday the 25th, during the fifth plenary, the President of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress offered a summary of the Congress and reported on the resolutions adopted by the member states.  She also read out the recommendations made by the dialogue groups.  A representative of civil society organizations read the recommendations arising from the Forum held in August and two adolescents read the recommendations issuing from the First Pan-American Forum.

d)
Presentations


As already mentioned, they were delivered during the plenary sessions on September 23 and 24, by leading experts, who spoke on the main themes of the Congress, as indicated below.

First plenary (September 23)

Theme 1: “Commemoration of the 82nd anniversary of the establishment of the IIN, the 60th anniversary of its status as a Specialized Organization of the Organization of American States (OAS), and the 20th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.”

Presenters:

Dr. Didier Opertti (Uruguay)
/ - “Commemoration of the 82nd anniversary of the establishment of the IIN, the 60th anniversary of its status as a Specialized Organization of the Organization of American States.”


Prof. Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro (Brazil)
/ - “Balance sheet on the 20th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child:  challenges ahead.”

Second plenary (September 23)

Theme: “Public policies in integral protection systems, including local systems.”

Presenters: 


Dr. Marta Santos (Portugal)
/ - “Public policies in systems for integral protection, including local systems.” 


This was followed by a dialogue between ministers and senior officials responsible for children’s affairs and Prof. Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro and Dr. Marta Santos, with Eugenio San Martín, Principal Representative of Chile to the IIN Directing Council, serving as moderator.

Third plenary (September 24)

Theme: “Participation of children and adolescents in building civic-mindedness and their impact on public policies.”

Speaker: Victor Giorgi (Uruguay)
/ - “Presentation of the systematization of country reports on participation.” 

Presenter: Dr. David Calderón Martín del Campo (Mexico)
/ -“Participation of children and adolescents.”

Fourth plenary (September 24)

Theme: “Development of international, regional, and bilateral cooperation in public policies.”

Presenters:

· Enrique Delamonica, Regional Advisor on Social and Economic Policies, UNICEF Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean,
 with a presentation entitled “International Cooperation and Children’s Rights.”

· Norberto Iannelli, Director of the Regional Office of SEGIB.
  His presentation was entitled “The Role of SEGIB in Development of International, Regional, and Bilateral Cooperation in Public Policies.”

· -Antoine Chevrier, Head of Technical Cooperation, Canadian Embassy in Lima, ACDI .
/
· Guillermo Dema, Regional Specialist on Child Labor and Youth Employment for Latin America and the Caribbean, ILO,
/ who gave a presentation on “The International Labor Organization and the defense and promotion of the rights of children and adolescents in the Hemisphere in the context of the international financial crisis.”


Moderator: María Inés Valdivia Acuña – International Cooperation Agency, Peruvian Foreign Ministry.

e)
Dialogue groups


These were spaces for participation by all the different persons attending the 20th Pan-American Child Congress.  Eleven dialogue groups were set up on the basis of three themes, as follows:  six on public policies; four on participation; and one on cooperation. 


During the afternoon of September 23, invited guest speakers addressed the groups on public policies, with moderators from the Peruvian Foreign Minister and the support of IIN technical staff.  They spoke on the following subjects:

1) Legislation and its application for promotion and protection of the rights of children and adolescents: Mary Beloff (Argentina)

2) National plans and the monitoring system:  Edson Seda (Brazil) 

3) Dissemination and communication on the rights of children and adolescents: Veet Vivarta (Brazil)

4) Institutionality and public policies on childhood and adolescence: Yuri Buaiz (Venezuela) 
/
5)  Investment for public policies designed to promote and protect the rights of children and adolescents:  Jorge Oroza (Peru)

6) Independent monitoring of the rights of children and adolescents and Ombudsmen offices: Patricia Crosby (Peru)


Following the presentations, member states shared their experiences, and there was a space for dialogue and proposing recommendations.


At the public policy dialogue groups, 27 states shared experiences, and a total of 136 representatives of country and observer delegations participated.


In the afternoon of September 24, the four dialogue groups on states’ experiences with participation met, along with adolescents from the First Pan-American Forum.  During these dialogue groups, 13 states presented their experiences with participation, to a total of 102 participants representing member and observer states.


Along with the groups on participation, there was also a dialogue group on the experiences of states in the area of international, regional, and bilateral cooperation which met, with presentations from 3 states and the participation of 26 persons.

f)
Plenary of Heads of Delegation 


Also on Thursday afternoon (September 24), following a democratic process, consensus was reached among the member states on their commitment to children and adolescents in the Americas, and the Plenary of Heads of Delegation approved by acclamation the resolutions of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress and an expression of appreciation to the Host Country of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress.

g)
Closing session


Held on September 25, speakers included María de los Dolores Aguilar Marmolejo, Director of the Inter-American Children’s Institute, Joan Crawford, Second Vice-President of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress and Representative of Barbados on the IIN Directing Council, Mario Víquez Jiménez, First Vice President of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress and President of the IIN Directing Council,  Nidia  Vílchez Yucra, President of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress and Minister of Women’s Affairs and Social Development of Peru, as well as Principal Representative on the IIN Directing Council and to the First Pan-American Forum for Children and Adolescents.


There were expressions of profound gratitude to the host government and of recognition for the valuable and enriching experience provided by the 20th Pan-American Child Congress and the First Pan-American Forum, as well as reaffirmation of the commitment to continue working for the well-being of children and adolescents in the region.


The documents of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress are accessible on the web page: http://www.xxcongresopanamericano.org/ 

First Pan-American Forum for Children and Adolescents

September 21-25, 2009, Lima Peru


As mentioned previously, this Forum was part of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress.  In view of its importance, more detailed information is provided.

Organized in accordance with the agreement reached in February 2009 during the meeting of the Working Group for the Preparatory Meeting on Children and Youth Participation in the 20th Pan-American Child Congress, this Forum, in which 61 children and adolescents from 22 member states participated,
/ reflected the keen interest of member states in hearing the voices of children and youth, and in sharing their opinions, experiences and recommendations at the 20th Pan-American Child Congress, which is the highest-level gathering on childhood and adolescence in the inter-American system. 

The specific objectives of the Forum were the following:

· Guarantee special inter-generational space to facilitate the participation of children and adolescents, as part of the activities of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress;

· Gather the opinions of children and adolescents regarding the progress, problems, prospects, and recommendations in relation to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its 20 years of existence;

· Gather their opinions and recommendations on the exercise of the right to participation in our region;

· Present the conclusions or recommendations of the First Pan-American Forum to the fifth plenary of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress. 


The following are some of the activities of the children and adolescents who participated in the Forum and Congress:

· Preparatory meeting of children and adolescents;

· An inter-generational dialogue with the participation of former Senator Landon Pearson of Canada, which gave rise to 53 questions from adolescents;

· Workshops:

· Workshop 1- Analysis on the exercise of the rights of children in the region:  balance sheet and challenges. 

· Workshop 2-   Views on participation in our region, based on the report of the situation in each country on children and youth participation. 

· Workshop 3-   Analysis of the situation of regional protection systems that ensure the right of participation and other rights of children in daily life and in the public arena.

· Workshop 4- Consideration of the participation of adolescents in building and implementing public policies in light of the advances realized by the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). 

· Creative spaces:

· “Nosotros y nosotras nos expresamos”. Press (radio and T.V.)

· “Nuestra mirada construye futuro”. Photographs.

· “Cuando el aerosol expresa nuestras ideas”. Graffiti.

· “Nuestros cuerpos se expresan y construyen”. Bodily expression.

· Participation and inter-generational dialogue in the dialogue groups on the theme of participation.

· Preparation of three documents which were drafted by the adolescents as part of the First Forum and were read out at the 20th Congress:

· “Status of rights on the 20th anniversary of the CRC;”

· “Analysis of the status of children and youth participation in the Americas;”
· “Final recommendations of the First Pan-American Forum of Children and Adolescents.”

· Statements by adolescents who were elected by their peers as representatives to the various meetings of the 20th Pan-American Congress:

· Inaugural session

· First and second Plenaries, linked to the presentations on “20th Anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child: balance sheet and challenges,” and “Participation of children and adolescents in building civic-mindedness and the impact of public policies,” with a reading of the papers prepared at the First Pan-American Forum;

· Fifth plenary of the 20th Pan-American Congress, with a reading of the conclusions and recommendations from the First Pan-American Forum;

· Closing session.


The recommendations prepared by the participants at the First Pan-American Forum included an appeal to form advisory councils on local, regional, national, and inter-American levels to include the views, needs and proposals of children and adolescents, including those with special needs and skills, in building and implementing public policies to be implement by the highest authorities.  As a result of these recommendations, advisory councils of children and adolescents were created in Ecuador, Peru, and Uruguay.


The documents of the First Pan-American Forum and information on it are available at the website: “Nuestra Voz a Colores” (www.nuestravozacolores.org) 
Other meetings linked to the 20th Pan-American Congress

-  Forum with Civil Society prior to the 20th Pan-American Child Congress, organized by the Department of International Affairs of the OAS Secretariat for External Relations and the IIN (August 25-26, 2009, Buenos Aires), and attended by 52 representatives of 33 civil society organizations from 11 countries in the region.  It was organized for the purpose of providing an opportunity for civil society organizations to make recommendations to member states on the central themes of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress.  This event was in response to OAS Permanent Council Resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and it was linked to CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) "Strategies to increase and strengthen the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities” and OAS General Assembly resolutions.
/
IV. COOPERATION


In addition to the foregoing information on activities carried out, the following are noted:

Agreement signed between the Organization of American States and the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) for Promotion and Protection of the Rights of the Child


On April 8, 2009, the OAS Secretary General, Dr. José Miguel Insulza, and the Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS, Ambassador Graeme C. Clark, representing CIDA, signed a Cooperation Agreement in support of the Project on “Protection and Promotion of the Rights of the Child in the Inter-American System,” to be implemented by the IIN, a specialized organization of the OAS.


The purpose of this project is to strengthen the capacity of national institutions to learn about and generate mechanisms for the defense and promotion of the rights of children and adolescents, and to strengthen public policies, legislation, and independent systems for monitoring these rights. 


The IIN has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the highest childhood authorities in four participating member states--Colombia, Guatemala, Honduras,[1] and Jamaica—that lays the groundwork for participation in technical assistance work provided for throughout the project, defines the responsibilities and commitments assumed by both parties, and assigns an official of the entity competent on childhood as technical liaison to represent the governmental entity with regard to the purposes and interests of the project. 

The work plan of the project, which covers the main components and results of the project and the different activities stipulated to achieve its objectives, was presented to the Canadian International Development Agency [CIDA]. On September 21, 2009, the first meeting of the Consultative Committee on the Project was held in Lima, Peru, with the participation of the representatives of Colombia, Guatemala, and Jamaica on the Directing Council, technical liaison officers, representatives of CIDA, the IIN Director General, and the IIN technical team.


At the end of October the biannual progress report for April-September 2009 was sent to the Canadian International Development Agency, along with the financial report and activities report.

-----------------

[1] On July 5, 2009, the Organization of American States (OAS) invoked Article 21 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, suspending Honduras from active participation in the hemispheric body. The unanimous decision was adopted as a result of the June 28 coup d’état that expelled President José Manuel Zelaya from office. Diplomatic initiatives are ongoing to foster the restoration of democracy to Honduras. http://www.oas.org/en/member_states/default.asp

The IIN will have technical personnel in the four member states on a permanent basis, and they will coordinate the specialized technical assistance capacities of the Institute with the needs of the member countries to strengthen their national systems for the promotion and protection of children’s rights.  The process of selecting the national coordinators to perform these functions has been finalized, with the active participation of the respective technical liaison officers.


Initially, the project requires baseline studies.  The purpose of these studies is to gather information and conduct a strategic analysis of public policies and the legal and institutional framework on matters related to children and adolescents, so that the areas that require technical support in order to progress in development of the rights of children and adolescents can be identified.

To this end, a careful selection of university and institutional candidates was made to perform this task in each of the participating countries.  Account was taken of the institutions’ background in research on public policies in the social and human rights areas, and also of its evaluation of the technical performance of the team responsible for performing that work.  Cooperation on the part of the respective government entity was also valuable and participatory.

Spanish Agency for International Cooperation for Development (AECID)


The IIN presented the project:  “Program for Promotion and Defense of the Human Rights of Children and Adolescents in the Americas,” which was approved by the Project Evaluation Committee of the OAS General Secretariat, and contemplates the development of three specific components:  1- Ombudsmen; 2- Participation of children and youth, and  3- Unaccompanied migrant children and adolescents.  The purpose of the Program is to contribute to the promotion and defense of the human rights of children and adolescents in the Americas.

1. Ombudsmen component: 

Its purpose is to strengthen the capacity to defend and promote the rights of the child of public defenders of Children in member states, within the framework of National Ombudsmen Offices.


The first meeting of Children and Youth Advocates was held on December 7-8, 2009 in Panama, as indicated earlier.

2. Participation component:


Its purpose is to help member states improve their existing capacity to increase the participation of children and adolescents (from 0 to 17 years) in the plans, programs, projects, or activities designed to deal with issues affecting them. 

The second regional meeting on participation, “Progress in developing a frame of reference for participation of children and adolescents,” was held on December 9-10, 2009.  The section on participation describes this event in greater detail.
3. Migrant component:

Its purpose is to identify the status of migrant children and the institutional responses to the problem in the countries covered by the project.  This project is currently under evaluation by the relevant OAS department.
Cooperation with other strategic partners


The policy of institutional partnerships and joint work has made it possible to establish concrete alliances and activities, including the ones developed in the following cooperation agreements signed during the period in question:

Educational Initiative on the Rights of the Child for Professionals (CRED-PRO)-International Institute for Children Rights and Development (IICRD)


Under an existing cooperation agreement between the authorities of IIN and IICRD, meetings were held with the representative of CRED-PRO, Dr. Gary Robinson, on November 23 at the headquarters of the Institute, to develop a proposed addendum to the agreement that would profile activities to strengthen the technical expertise on training with a children’s rights-based approach.  This proposal visualizes the participation of CRED PRO in a virtual training course to be developed by IIN in 2010, as well as different project components with CIDA,
 thereby providing for inter-institutional synergy. 


In this regard, progress has been made in the academic development of professional training programs to strengthen policies and activities related to children, adolescents, and families in the region, with a special focus on the Caribbean area.

Project on “Support for the 20th Pan-American Child Congress
1.
Cooperation Agreement between the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and IIN to implement the project on “Support for the 20th Pan-American Child Congress,” signed on June 25, 2009.

Activities:

a)
Financing of the principal presenters at the 20th Congress; 

b)
Contribution to management of the web page of the Forum for Children’s Participation and preparation of a frame of reference on participation; 

c)
Ensuring the participation and representativeness of the Caribbean member states at the 20th Congress;  

d)
Consultant services to conduct a descriptive study of international cooperation for development and its effects and prospects, in relation to public policies on childhood.

2.
Cooperation agreement between Save the Children Sweden (SCS) and IIN for implementation of the project on “Support for the 20th Pan-American Child Congress,” signed on July 22, 2009. 

Activities:

a)
Preparation of a web page, “nuestravozacolores.org,” on participation of children and adolescents;

b)
Development of a frame of reference on participation of children and adolescents.

3.
Cooperation agreement between Plan International-Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean and IIN for implementation of the project on “Support for 20th Pan-American Child Congress,” signed on July 24, 2009.
Activities:

a)
Preparation of a web page, “nuestravozacolores.org,” on participation of children and adolescents 

b)
Development of a frame of reference on participation of children and adolescents.

V.
INTER-AMERICAN VIRTUAL TRAINING PROGRAM – COURSES (October-December 2009)

The following courses were offered under the Inter-American Virtual Training Program:

	Course
	Objective
	Offered to
	Participants

	Course on International Abduction of Children and Adolescents

Academic Coordinator:  Jorge Valladares
	Promote a model for basic and refresher training  for professional personnel whose work is related to compliance with the Convention on the Civil Aspects of the International Abduction of Minors of The Hague Conference on Private International Law and the Inter-American Convention on International Restitution of Minors
	Attorneys working for the Central Authority on International Abduction of Minors or linked to any national institution in this area in OAS member states


	13 professionals from 7 countries: Argentina, Brazil, Ecuador, Nicaragua, Peru, Paraguay, and Venezuela

	Course on Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents

Academic Coordinator: Florencia Barindelli
	Virtual Course – Workshop on Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents is designed to advance critical reflection of persons working in this area, using a rights-based approach 


	Government and nongovernmental agents directly involved in the problem of commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents in their country


	22 professionals from 12 countries in the region: Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Dominican Republic, Uruguay, and Venezuela



	Refresher Course on Rights of the Child

Academic Coordinator: José Carlos Thissen
	Promote and facilitate the implementation of rights-based public polices in the training of persons responsible for children and youth issues in the region.
	Professionals in various disciplines whose work is related to the promotion and protection of the rights of children and adolescents.


	24 professionals from 12 countries in the region: Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Dominican Republic, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

	Children and youth participation in building civic-mindedness and the impact on public policies

Academic Coordinator: Luis Albernaz


	Provide knowledge and strategic information to persons responsible for designing proposals and initiatives to promote the participation of children and adolescents in issues involving them.


	Technical liaison officers on children and youth participation.

Persons responsible for public policies.

Operators, technicians, and educators who work in areas related to the participation of children and adolescents.


	25 professionals from 10 countries in the region: Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Dominican Republic, and Uruguay


VI.
PRESENCE OF IIN IN DIFFERENT GEOGRAPHICAL REGIONS OF OAS IN 2009

With a view to responding to requests from member states and events organized by international agencies in the area of childhood and adolescence, the IIN, through its technical cooperation activities, advisory services, conferences, workshops, forums, working meetings on specific projects, and the like, presents the activities in which the IIN was represented in the geographical regions of the OAS:

	Central America
	North America
	South America
	CARICOM

	Panama

30 January, Panama

Regional Coordinator for Right to Identity.

Specialists from UNFPA, Plan International, PUICA/OAS, UNICEF, and IIN participated.
1-3 December, Panama

Second Annual Meeting of Global Movement for Children-Latin American and Caribbean Chapter) (GMC-LACC)

7-8 December, Panama

First Inter-American Meeting of Children and Youth Advocates (Ombudsmen)

9-10 December, Panama

Second Working Meeting of the Group on Participation
	United States

8 April, Washington, DC

Observer to the signing of the Cooperation Agreement between the Government of Canada (by Ambassador Graeme C. Clark, Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS) and the OAS General Secretariat (by Secretary General José Miguel Insulza)

8 April, Washington, DC

Presentation of the IIN Annual Report to the 39th OAS General Assembly, at the meeting of the General Committee of the OAS Permanent Council

Mexico

17-21 March

Installation of the State Committee to Follow Up on the Child Protection Law, State of Nuevo León, and visit to DIF programs in Monterrey State.

10 November, Jalisco

IIN Conference on “Current status of children in Latin America:  Balance Sheet on 20th Anniversary of the Convention,” Panel on “Vulnerability of children: current challenges on the 20th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.”
	Argentina

24-27 March, Buenos Aires

Second Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons” (organized by Argentina and Uruguay, under the auspices of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, OAS Permanent Council).

23-25 August, Buenos Aires

Forum with Civil Society Organizations prior to the 20th Pan-American Congress, organized by the Department of International Affairs, OAS Secretariat of Foreign Relations, and IIN 

Chile

29 April, Santiago

Meeting of the Ibero-American Child Development Fund; IIN participated as an observer.

Colombia

4-5 November, Bogotá

Participation of Director General in the Regional Summit of Civil Registries and Identification and the 6th Meeting of the Latin American and Caribbean Council on Civil Registration, Identification, and Vital Statistics, “Registries, Governance, Development, and the Future,” with financing from PUICA/OAS.

Ecuador

5-6 February

Meeting of the Working Group for the Preparatory Consultation on Children’s and Adolescents’ Participation in the 20th Pan-American Child Congress

Argentina, Canada, Brazil, Ecuador, United States, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, St. Lucia, and Uruguay participated.

Peru
Coordination meetings with government authorities, for organization of the 84th Regular Meeting of the Directing Council, 20th Pan-American Child Congress 

21-25 September

First Pan-American Children’s and Adolescents’ Forum

22 September

84th Regular Meeting of the IIN Directing Council

22-25 September

20th Pan-American Child Congress
5-7 November

First Global Congress on Restorative Juvenile Justice

Uruguay

29-30 April

Seminar on Democratization of Knowledge to create a Culture of Peace.  Presentation of the “Decalogue on Defense of Children and Youth in a Time of Crisis.”

22 May

Visit of the Director of the UNICEF Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean, Nils Katsberg, to the IIN.

10 June

Visit of the Secretary of Legal Affairs of the OAS General Secretariat, Dr. Jean Michel Arrighi, to IIN

August

Photo competition of the Uruguayan Child and Adolescent Institute (INAU) – invited as a judge

4-5 August

Specialized Inter-American Conference on Public Security—Meeting of Experts in preparation of MISPA II

13 August

1st National “Building Bridges” Meeting, organized by the National Committee for Eradication of Child Sexual Exploitation

14 August

Visit  of the First Lady of Mexico, Margarita Zavala de Calderón, and the First Lady of Uruguay, Doña María Auxiliadora Delgado de Vázquez

16 September

 Seminar on Child Labor: reality and measurement from a rights-based approach, in the context of the 16th Meeting of Senior Authorities on Human Rights of MERCOSUR and associated countries.

17 September

7th Meeting of the Working Group on the Niñ@sur Permanent Initiative for promotion and protection of the rights of the child.

20 November

Installation of the Consultative Advisory Council of the INAU Board of Directors, made up of adolescents.

3-5 December

7th Congress:  Rule of law and children, 20 years after the entry into force of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
	Participation of St. Lucia in the Working Group for the Preparatory Consultation on Children’s and Adolescents’ Participation in the 20th Pan-American Child Congress, 5-6 February, Quito

Participation of six member states in the First Pan-American Forum of Children and Adolescents: Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Jamaica, St. Lucia, St. Vincent & The Grenadines, and Trinidad & Tobago.   21-25 September, Lima

Participation of six member states at the 84th Regular Meeting of the Directing Council:  Antigua y Barbuda, Barbados, Jamaica, St. Lucia, St. Vincent & The Grenadines, and Trinidad & Tobago.   22 September, Lima

Participation of six member states at the 20th Pan-American Child Congress:  Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Jamaica, St. Lucia, St. Vincent & The Grenadines, and Trinidad & Tobago.  22-25 September, Lima

Haiti

Although this report covers January-December 2009, in view of the magnitude of the tragedy that occurred following the earthquake that struck that country on January 12, 2010, IIN will present an annex summarizing the activities developed in support of children and adolescents, together with other stakeholders, as a contribution to OAS coordination of efforts to rebuild Haiti.

Jamaica

Project: ¨Protection and Promotion of the Rights of the Child in the Inter-American System” (Agreement between Canadian Govt. and OAS GS), to strengthen the intervention capacity of state institutions as guarantors of rights, to ensure the effective exercise of the rights to protection and participation of children, adolescents, and families.

Caribbean Subregion, access to IIN websites:

http://www.iin.oea.org/

http://www.xxcongresopanamericano.org/

http://www.nuestravozacolores.org/

http://www.annaobserva.org/

http://www.iin.oea.org/sim/


VII.
FINANCIAL REPORT

IIN financing is derived primarily from two sources:  a) OAS Regular Fund; and b) Specific Funds. 


During the period January 1 – December 31, 2009, expenditures charged to the IIN Regular Fund totaled $989,000 (including estimated 2009 expenditures to be paid in 2010), reflecting a more efficient use of existing resources for human resource and operating expenses, and a better distribution among the areas.  These results are attributed to the ongoing restructuring process approved by the 82nd Regular IIN Directing Council in July 2007, which enabled the Institute to pursue internal reorganization, a reorientation of expenditures, and implementation of internal programming tools and financial monitoring to ensure effective decision-making by the Office of the Director General.


With regard to budget distribution by Areas, shown below, expenditures were classified by separating general operating costs from the costs of developing the Areas’ specific activities, based on the following structure:  Office of Director General, Office of Director of Areas, Promotion and Protection Area, Legal Area, Communication and Information Area, and General Operating Expenditures Area.  In this way, the figures obtained make it possible to verify better distribution of budget resources by Area:

IIN Distribution of Expenses by Area
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Source: IIN

Note: January – December 2009

It should be noted that the “Office of Director General” Area reflects most of the costs involved in the organization of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress and the 84th Annual Meeting of the Directing Council both of which took place in September 2009.


Human resources, a basic pillar for achieving the objectives of the IIN, accounted for 76% of institutional expenditures of the Regular Fund (covering 10 staff members, and 9 professionals contracted under the CPR modality, and 2 persons contracted under the PAT modality, financed out of that Fund), equivalent to $750,000 from January to December 2009.


The remaining 24% of cumulative expenditures for the January-December 2009 period reflected expenditures on goods or services for the operation of IIN.  These operating expenses amounted to $239,000.  They can be broken down as follows:  32% on travel expenses (fares and per diem for international events and IIN attendance at regional meetings and events); 19% for equipment, equipment maintenance, design of web page and data processing services; 16% for translations; 15% for building maintenance costs; 11% for communications; 2% for office inputs; and 5% for miscellaneous expenses, as shown in the following graph:

Operating costs, by expenditure item
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Source: IIN

Note: January – December 2009

In this regard, it is worth noting that operating costs have continued to decline considerably in comparison with previous years, after reassessing costs and determining a new base of suppliers of goods and services, which resulted in a more efficient use of resources, without entailing a loss in terms of the quality of goods and services acquired.


IIN has made important progress in developing the operating goals of the Management Unit of the OAS Department of Planning, Control, and Evaluation, established for management of the 2009 fiscal year, based on the principle of optimum use of regular and specific resources, in view of their allocation under the Plan of Action. 

To achieve the proposed objectives, the Office of the Director General considered it appropriate to expand the IIN budget by entering into agreements with other institutions, as indicated below. 

Specific Funds


There follows a report of the projects managed by IIN in 2009, and the status of their resources as of December 31, 2009: 

· “Inter-American Cooperation Program to Prevent and Remedy Cases of Abduction of Minors by One of their Parents,” financed by the Argentine Ministry of Foreign Relations, International Trade, and Religion, with a contribution of US$10,000,  $9,472.64 of which was executed in 2009 for the following:  development of a web page updating the interface of the IIN Legal Data Base; an inter-active CD containing the data base for the Inter-American Information and Cooperation Network; publication of the CD online; and, design of a newsletter for dissemination of the CD. 

· “Program for Promotion and Defense of the Human Rights of Children and Adolescents in the Americas,” financed by the Spanish Cooperation Agency for International Development and the Government of Spain with a two-year contribution of US$600,000.  As of December 31, 2009, the amount transferred to IIN/OAS amounted to 23% of the total approved, which was used primarily for the following expenditures:  contracting a technical assistant and an administrative assistant for the project; purchase of computer equipment for both consultants; travel expenses; the cost of an Ombudsmen Workshop and a Participation Workshop (both in December 2009 – see Chapter IV on Cooperation); international telephone calls; and translation of documents, among others.

· “Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Children and Adolescents in the Inter-American System,” financed by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) with a contribution of C$2 million over a 3-year period.  As of December 31, 2009, the amount transferred to IIN/OAS accounted for 35% of the total contribution approved, and was used mainly for the following expenditures:  contracting the Principal Coordinator and Administrative Assistant for the project; purchase of computer equipment for both consultants; travel expenses; and, translations of documents, among others (see Chapter IV on Cooperation).


In view of the 20th Pan-American Child Congress, agreements for implementation of the project on “Support for the 20th Pan-American Child Congress” were signed as described briefly below:
· Cooperation Agreement between the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and IIN.  On September 16, 2009, the total agreed amount was modified to $34,526, to be disbursed in two payments: a) a transfer of $19,500 to IIN/OAS; and b) a direct contribution by UNICEF to finance the travel expenses of participants from Caribbean delegations (budgeted at $15,026), directly paid to the beneficiaries through its National Office in Lima, Peru.  IIN/OAS received a net transfer of $19,486.78 (net of bank commissions) from UNICEF, $18,344.41 of which was sent, leaving a balance of $1,142.37, which was returned to UNICEF.

· Cooperation Agreement between Save the Children Sweden (SCS) and IIN, signed on July 22, 2009, for a total of $5,000, of which $4,767 was spent, with the remainder returned to the donor.

· Technical and Financial Cooperation Agreement between PLAN International-Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean and IIN, signed on July 24, 2009, for a total of $8,511.36, of which a net of $8,491.36 was received (net of bank commission); $6,298.96 has been spent.

Capital Funds


With regard to the IIN capital funds, in accordance with the OASES financial information system used by the OAS, the following is reported:

· During the January-December 2009 period, no capital funds were used. 

· As of December 31, 2009, IIN had a balance of $76,900.85 in its basic capital subfund.

Internships

Since 2008, IIN has been implementing a program of non-remunerated internships for the different working areas of the Institute.  In 2009 this program involved students who wanted to obtain work experience in the Institute, and who provided support to the Coordinators of the Areas, the Office of Director General, and the Administration. 

General budget projections and possible sources of financing for 2010


The budget of the IIN Regular Fund for 2010, included in the OAS Program-Budget circulated in August 2009 and approved by Resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXVIII-E/09) of September 30, 2009, is $1,159,500, divided into four main headings:  a) personnel, for $791,900; and b) nonpersonnel, for $367,600.


For 2010, the following general cost structure is programmed for objects 2 to 9 of the Regular Fund:

General budget of expenditures for objects 2 - 9 of the Regular Fund

Figures in thousands of dollars

	 
	2010

	
	thousands of USD
	%

	Operating expenses
	156.6
	42.6%

	Travel and per diem
	37
	10.0%

	CPRs and PATs
	174
	47.4%

	 TOTAL
	  367.6 
	100.0%





Source: IIN


In 2010, outside financing will continue to be sought.  In this regard, in February 2010, a proposal for a “Technical assistance project for strengthening institutions for the effective protection of the human rights of children and adolescents in Haiti” for US$2 million was submitted to the OAS.


Specific Funds will finance not only additional professional resources for development and implementation of the proposed activities, but also operating costs related to those activities.

VIII.
A n n e x e s

Resolutions approved during the 84th Regular Meeting of the Directing Council

September 22, 2009, Lima, Peru

	Resolutions of the Directing Council
	Description / Activities

	 CD/RES. 01 (84-R/09) - RECOGNITION TO THE REPUBLIC OF PERU FOR HOSTING THE 84TH REGULAR MEETING OF THE IIN DIRECTING COUNCIL

	1. To thank the Republic of Peru for its valuable support in organizing and holding the 84th Regular Meeting of the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children’s Institute.

2. To convey its specific gratitude to Nidia Vilchez Yucra, as Minister of Women and Social Development of the Ministry of Women and Social Development (MIMDES) and Principal Representative of Peru to the IIN Directing Council; to Ms. Norma Añaños, First Alternate Representative of Peru to the IIN Directing Council, and to the authorities of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Peru for their kindnesses to the members of the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children’s Institute.

3. To extend special appreciation for the cooperation received through the Department of Children and Adolescents of MIMDES, in the person of its Director, María del Carmen Santiago, Second Alternate Representative of the Republic of Peru to the IIN Directing Council, and her staff, for the successful organization of this event.

	CD/RES. 02 (84-R/09) - APPROVAL OF THE FINAL REPORT OF THE 83RD REGULAR MEETING OF IIN DIRECTING COUNCIL


	To approve without comments the aforesaid Final Report, that will be annexed to the IIN Annual Report to the 40th Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly, to be held in June 2010.



	CD/RES.03 (84-R/09) - APPROVAL OF THE REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF IIN 


	To approve without comments the aforesaid Final Report, that will serve as a basis for the IIN Annual Report to the 40th Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly, to be held in June 2010, and to congratulate the Secretariat for the work done.



	CD/RES. 04 (84-R/09) - AGREEMENTS SIGNED BY THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE IIN
	1. To ratify the 4 agreements signed by the Inter-American Children’s Institute with the respective counterparts, included in document CD/doc. 9/09 of the 84th Regular Meeting of the Directing Council of the IIN.

2. Thank the institutions that support the organization of the XX Pan American Child Congress.

3. Mandate the Office of the Director General to provide detailed information on the implementation of each of these four projects during the next regular meeting of the IIN.

	CD/RES. 05 (84-R/09) - SITE OF THE 85TH REGULAR MEETING OF THE DIRECTING COUNCIL
	1. To thank the Government of the Dominican Republic for its generous offer to

host the 85th Regular Meeting of the Directing Council, which will take place in August, 2010; and to accept its offer.

2. To request that the Director General of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) convene the 85th Regular Meeting of the Directing Council, in coordination with the Representative of the Dominican Republic.




Resolutions approved during the 20th Pan-American Child Congress

September 22 – 25, 2009, Lima, Peru

	Resolutions
	Description / Activities

	CPNNA/RES. 1 (XX-09) – UNIFIED RESOLUTION OF THE 20TH PAN-AMERICAN CHILD CONGRESS

	1. To invite Member States to renew their efforts to ensure that their domestic legislation best protects children, in accordance with their international obligations.

2. To welcome the conclusions of the First Pan American Forum of Children, viewing the Forum as a qualitative advance in the exercise of their rights on the commemoration of the 20th Anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

3. To take note of the recommendations of the dialogue groups of the XX Pan American Child Congress as well as recommendations of the Forum for Civil Society, in an effort to advance joint activities for the defense and protection of rights.

4. To urge Member States to renew their commitment to children by strengthening comprehensive protection systems for children, through close coordination among institutions and sufficient, timely resources to improve their conditions for development and social inclusion and to ensure that their rights are fully respected.

5. To urge Member States to adopt special measures to ensure the comprehensive development of children, including the maintenance and intensification of efforts to provide early childhood development in the context of a world economic crisis, which exacerbates the conditions of inequality and social exclusion of the most vulnerable sectors and affects children most.

6. To urge the Member States to promote the implementation of educational programs targeted to children, that promote and strengthen the consolidation of democracy and in particular the respect for human rights.

7. To urge Member States to implement systems for reviewing public policies related to children, and follow up on the status of their living conditions and produce timely information so that programs, projects, and activities can be continuously improved.

8. To urge Member States to promote the participation of children in the effective implementation of plans, programs, and projects on issues that concern them in their daily lives.

9. To recognize the contributions of international, regional, and bilateral cooperation, and to promote greater and closer coordination of efforts, so that they can effectively promote and protect the rights of children in different situations in the Member States.

10. To urge Member States, through the Directing Council, to institutionalize the Pan American Forum of Children as a space for the participation of children in the Pan American Child Congress.

11. To instruct the Inter-American Children’s Institute to monitor the progress made in regards to the commitments made in this resolution, and present an evaluation at the XXI Pan American Child Congress, through information presented by the Member States.

12. To recommend that this resolution be published on the IIN web site and to call for its dissemination by the competent information services of the Secretariat of the

Organization of American States and of Member States.

The meetings reported in the chapter on activities of the Directorate of Areas and Projects and Programming Areas subsequent to September 2009 have already been held.

	CPNNA/RES. 02 (XX-09) –VOTE OF THANKS TO PERU FOR HOSTING THE XX PAN AMERICAN CHILD CONGRESS
	1. To thank Peru, through His Excellency the Constitutional President of the Republic, Mr. Alan García Pérez, for its hospitality and generosity in hosting the XX Pan American Child Congress.

2. To express appreciation to the Government of Peru for its excellent organization of the XX Pan American Child Congress, in coordination with the Inter-American Children’s Institute.

3. To express gratitude for the kindness and cooperation shown to the Official Delegations and other participants at the XX Pan American Congress by Ms. Nidia Vílchez Yucra, Minister for Women and Social Advancement (MIMDES) and her staff; the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; the Permanent Mission of Peru to the OAS; and other authorities of the Government of Peru involved in this event.




Reports


IIN Report to the OAS General Assembly on Resolution AG/RES. 2486 (XXXIX-O/09) “Prevention and Eradication of the Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children and Adolescents”


Final Report of the 83rd Regular Meeting of the IIN Directing Council, held on October 15-16, 2008, in Ottawa, Canada, which was approved by Resolution CD/RES. 02 (84-R/09) of the Directing Council.  It is attached in compliance with the IIN Rules of Procedure (Article 39.3).


Informative Note on Activities in support of Haiti.
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�.	Executive Order 08-01, rev.3, “Structure of the General Secretariat,” of October 1, 2009.


�.	For administrative and budgetary purposes, the Chief of Staff of the Secretary General serves as liaison between the Secretary General and the Secretariat of the IIN.


�.	Entitled at the time the “International American Institute for the Protection of Childhood.”


�.	Approved by Resolution CD/RES. 11 (82-R/07), during the 82nd Regular Meeting of the IIN Directing Council, held July 26-27, 2007 in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia. � HYPERLINK "http://www.iin.oea.org/IIN/english/pdf/Action_Plan_IIN_2007.pdf" �http://www.iin.oea.org/IIN/english/pdf/Action_Plan_IIN_2007.pdf�


�.	. � HYPERLINK "http://www.summit-americas.org/V_Summit/decl_comm_pos_en.pdf" �http://www.summit-americas.org/V_Summit/decl_comm_pos_en.pdf�


�.	By Resolution CP/RES.949 (1688/09) approved at its regular meeting on April 21, 2009.


�.	Resolution AG/RES.2458 (XXXIX-O/09), “20th Pan American Child Congress – Specialized Inter-American Conference,” approved at the fourth plenary held on June 4, 2009, during the 39th regular session in Tegucigalpa, Honduras.  More detailed information on the event can be found in another section of the report.


�.	For the purpose of furthering social justice by promoting equal access to information on the part of primary school children in Uruguay.


�.	AG/RES. 2362 (XXXVIII-O/08) – Inter-American Program for a Universal Civil Registry and “Right to Identity.”


�.	 http://www.iin.oea.org/iin/multimedia_videos.shtml#


�.	Approved during the 83rd Regular Meeting held in Ottawa in October 2008.


	�.	AG/RES. 2519 (XXXIX-O/09) “Increasing and strengthening the participation of civil society in the activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process” 


�.	The resolutions approved at the 84th Regular Meeting are available on the IIN website:


	� HYPERLINK "http://www.iin.oea.org/IIN/english/84reunion/index.html" �84º Reunión Ordinaria del Consejo Directivo del IIN�


�.	Approved at the 82nd Regular Meeting of the Directing Council, held on July 26-27, 2007 in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia  


	� HYPERLINK "http://www.iin.oea.org/IIN/english/Pdf/Resoluciones_82_CD/CD-RES.%2005%20_82-R-07en.pdf" �http://www.iin.oea.org/IIN/english/Pdf/Resoluciones_82_CD/CD-RES.%2005%20_82-R-07en.pdf�


�.	Approved at the 83rd Regular Meeting of the Directing Council, held October 15-16, 2008 in Ottawa, Canada. � HYPERLINK "http://www.iin.oea.org/IIN/english/83reunion/pdf/CD%20RES%2007%2083-R-08%20XX%20CPN%20Agenda%20and%20Regulations.pdf" �http://www.iin.oea.org/IIN/english/83reunion/pdf/CD%20RES%2007%2083-R-08%20XX%20CPN%20Agenda%20and%20Regulations.pdf�


�.	Approved at the thirty-ninth regular session of General Assembly.


	� HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/consejo/GENERAL%20ASSEMBLY/Documents/AG04688E08.doc" �http://www.oas.org/consejo/GENERAL%20ASSEMBLY/Documents/AG04688E08.doc�


�.	Approved at the Regular Meeting on April 21, 2009. � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/consejo/resolutions/res949.asp" �http://www.oas.org/consejo/resolutions/res949.asp�


�.	Antigua y Barbuda, Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, United States, Guatemala, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Dominican Republic, Saint Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, and Venezuela


�.	Doctor in Law and Social Sciences, Professor of Private International Law, School of Law and Social Sciences, of the University of Uruguay; served as Minister of Foreign Affairs from 1998 to 2005 and Minister of the Interior of Uruguay in 1995, and held the post of Secretary General of ALADI from 2005 to March 2008.


�.	Doctor in Political Science.  He is a Commissioner and Rapporteur on the Rights of the Child, Inter-American Commission on Human Rights of the Organization of American States.  From 2003 to 2008, he was an independent expert designated by the United Nations Secretary General to head the Global Study on Violence against Children, and visited 45 countries in that capacity.


�.	Attorney and Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary General on Violence against Children who was also Director of the Innocenti Research Center of UNICEF, Florence (2001-2009), among other activities.


�.	A psychologist specializing in community health psychology of children and adolescents.  His most important activities include President of the Uruguayan Institute for Children and Adolescents from April 2005 to March 2009, and Academic Coordinator of the Master’s Program on Rights of Children and Public Policies.


�.	A member of the “Mexicanos Primero” Civil Society Organization, advocating social participation in public education policy.  Dr. Calderón has a doctorate in philosophy from UNAM and a graduate degree in social sciences from Florence, Italy, and has studied Jewish Civilization at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Israel. His specialty is applied ethics, public policies, and citizen participation.  


�.	A U.S. national, he is an economist specializing in economic and social policies.  He studied at the New School for Social Research, New York, where he obtained a Ph.D. in Economics, and Columbia University, New York, where he received a Masters of Arts in Political Science.  He is currently the public policy advisor of UNICEF at its regional office.


�.	An Argentine national, he is an international consultant, with a degree in sociology from Universidad Católica Argentina, and a Masters in International Business from the Universidad de Ciencias Sociales y Empresariales (UCES) of Argentina. His most important activities include Director of the Regional Office of the Ibero-American General Secretariat, with headquarters in Montevideo, Uruguay, since 2007.


�.	A Canadian national, he has a B.Sc. in Economics, an M.A. in International Relations, Laval University (Quebec), specializing in international development.  Some of his most important activities include:  Summit of the Americas in Quebec (2001); OAS official from 2002-2006 and Director for the Canadian Cooperation’s Haiti Program, before coming to Peru.


�.	He is a Spaniard and a specialist on cooperation for development, with a degree in contemporary history from the Universidad Complutense de Madrid, with graduate studies in management of knowledge in development and cooperation.  His most important activities include his work at the ILO Regional Office in Lima as a regional specialist in child labor and promotion of youth employment.


�.	Due to an unexpected death in the family, he was unable to attend, but his presentation was read out.


�.	The countries that sent children and youth delegations included: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, United States, Jamaica, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Dominican Republic, Saint Lucía, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, and Venezuela.


�.	Resolution AG/RES. 2519 (XXXIX-O/09) “Increasing and strengthening civil society participation in the activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas process” and background material.


�.	Canadian International Development Agency
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