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(2009-2010)

In resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action which includes the principles of social development and establishes specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the OAS on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.  The Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI was established to work on those tasks.
The importance of the Social Charter initiative was emphasized by the Heads of State and Government, gathered at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, in November 2005, and at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, in April 2009. At the latter Summit, the Heads of State and Government reiterated their support for the objectives of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, which seek to provide all our citizens with greater opportunities to benefit from sustainable development with equity and social inclusion, and they urged that those instruments be prepared and the negotiations completed by the end of 2009.
The General Assembly continued to support the process in resolutions AG/RES. 2139 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2241 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2278 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2363 (XXXVIII-O/08), and AG/RES. 2449 (XXXIX-O/09), in which it reiterated the mandate to continue efforts in the Joint Working Group to prepare a Social Charter.
The Working Group continued its work in 2009, focusing on negotiation of the operative section. During the second half of 2009, the Working Group, under the chairmanship of Ambassador Virgilio Alcántara, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic to the OAS, completed its first review of Chapter III, “Social development, equal opportunity, and non-discrimination,” in which two articles remained pending. During Ambassador Alcántara’s tenure as Chair, work began and considerable progress was made on the consideration of Chapter IV, “Cultural development, diversity, and pluralism,” in which only one article remained pending.
The report presented by Ambassador Alcántara at the end of his term (CP/doc.4459/09) not only spells out what the Working Group accomplished during that period but also outlines what the Group achieved over the past five years when its mandate was in effect.  At that time, the outgoing Chair of the Working Group also asked the permanent representatives for their decisive support and their strong political commitment to the process of drafting the Social Charter.
On January 27, 2010, at a joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos, Permanent Representative of Colombia, was elected Chair of the Joint Working Group for six months. Since his election as Chair of the Working Group, Ambassador Hoyos has focused on holding consultations with the member states on the process of negotiating the Social Charter. During those consultations, he concluded that all member states, without exception, recognized the significance of concluding a Social Charter of the Americas as soon as possible, in view of how important it was for our countries to have a document of that type, which underscored the Hemisphere’s commitment to fighting poverty. Moreover, the consultations showed the strong political commitment to moving forward with negotiations and to being able to produce a Social Charter as early as possible.  
After concluding the consultations, the Chair of the Working Group resumed negotiations on the draft Social Charter with consideration of the pending article of Chapter IV “Cultural development, diversity, and pluralism.” The Chair’s proposal is to continue and complete consideration of the operative section. Once the operative section has been concluded, the Working Group would continue with consideration of the preambular section and then the Plan of Action. 
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The Working Group approved a draft resolution, for consideration by the Permanent Council and submission to the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session, to be held in Lima.  The draft resolution extends the mandate of the Working Group and expresses the sincere political will of the member states to conclude and adopt the Social Charter and its Plan of Action before the end of 2010.
Pursuant to the mandate that may emerge from the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, the Joint Working Group will resume its work immediately in order to continue making progress in its consideration of the draft Social Charter and its Plan of Action.
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