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FINAL REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE JOINT WORKING GROUP OF THE 

PERMANENT COUNCIL AND CEPCIDI ON THE DRAFT INTER-AMERICAN 
SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS 

(For the period January to July 2010)

(Report presented by the Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS, 

Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos Aristizabal, during the joint meeting of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI held on September 2, 2010)

I. INTRODUCTION AND MANDATE OF THE WORKING GROUP

Resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04) “Draft Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Extreme Poverty in the Region,” adopted at the thirty-fourth regular session of General Assembly mandated the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action, which includes the principles of social development and establishes specific goals that reinforce existing OAS instruments on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.

To accomplish this task, the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI created a Joint Working Group, which began working in September 2005. Since its original mandate in 2004, the General Assembly has continued to reaffirm its support for the process at its sessions held in 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, and 2010 by reiterating the mandate to continue the work of preparing a Social Charter, through resolutions AG/RES. 2139 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2241 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2278 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2363 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2449 (XXXIX-O/09), and AG/RES. 2542 (XL-O/10).


The Heads of State and Government also accentuated the importance of the Social Charter initiative at the Fourth and Fifth Summits of Americas, held in Mar del Plata in November 2005 and in Port of Spain in April 2009, respectively.  During the latter Summit, the Heads of State and Government reiterated their support for the goals of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, which seek to provide our citizens with more opportunities to benefit from sustainable development with equity and inclusion social.  They also called for these instruments to be prepared and negotiations to be completed before the end of 2009.


On January 27, 2010, during a joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), Ambassador Luis Alfonso Hoyos Aristizabal, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS, was elected to chair the Joint Working Group for a period of six months, in accordance with the agreement on the Chair of the Working Group, document AG/doc. 4459/05.
II. ACTIVITIES OF THE WORKING GROUP (January– July 2010)


During its first few months, the Chair focused consulting further with the member states concerning the process of negotiating the Social Charter and on the member states’ commitment to a document of this nature.  During the first quarter of this year, the Chair concluded that all of the member states, without exception, recognized the importance of having a Social Charter of the Americas as soon as possible, given how important it is for our countries to have a charter that speaks to the principles of integral development with social justice and equity and underscores the hemisphere’s commitment to fighting poverty. The consultations also revealed that there was a strong political will to hasten the negotiations so as to have a Social Charter ready as soon as possible.


After finishing with the consultations, the Working Group resumed negotiations on the draft Social Charter in May, continuing with the consideration of the remaining articles of Chapter IV, “Cultural development, diversity, and plurality,” as well as with the consideration and approval of resolution on this subject matter, which was referred to the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly in June 2010.


During this period, the Working Group finished consideration of Chapter IV, began and finished consideration of Chapter V, “Solidarity and joint effort in the Americas,” and considered the articles of Chapters I, II, and III of the Operative Section of the draft Social Charter of the Americas that were pending negotiation from previous periods. The Chair is pleased to report that the operative section of the draft Social Charter of the Americas has been agreed on, with the clarification that two articles have been approved ad referendum of the United States delegation. This work was accomplished through eight formal meetings of the Working Group and five informal meetings to consult and seek consensus among the delegations.


When this Chairmanship concluded, a Draft Preamble (document GTC/CASA/doc.135/10) and a document containing guidelines for action and implementation of the Social Charter of the Americas (document GTC/CASA/doc.141/10) were submitted for consideration by member states, with a view to initiating the discussion.

III. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The Chair is pleased to report that the Working Group has made significant progress, having finished consideration of the Operative Section of the Social Charter, and leaving proposals for the Draft Preamble and a proposal for guidelines for action and implementation of the Social Charter.

This important progress was achieved with the active participation and commitment of all the delegations that supported the Working Group’s activities during my chairmanship. The Chair wishes to underscore the absolute importance of the political commitment of all member states of the Organization to fulfilling the mandate contained in the latest General Assembly resolution and to approving the Social Charter by the end of 2010. To that end, it is important to continue working with intensity, dedication, commitment, and a great spirit toward consensus.
The Chair takes this opportunity to thank each and every one of the delegates who participated so actively in the meetings for their contributions and their sense of commitment to the Draft Social Charter of the Americas.

Luis Alfonso Hoyos

Permanent Representative of Colombia

Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI
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