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NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF PANAMA
REQUESTING INCLUSION OF THE TOPIC “CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT RESOLUTION FOR A SMOKE-FREE ENVIRONMENT POLICY AT HEADQUARTERS”
IN THE ORDER OF BUSINESS OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON NOVEMBER 17, 2010

PERMANENT MISSION OF PANAMA

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

WASHINGTON, D.C.

PANA-OEA-03-962-2010 

November 2, 2010

Excellency:

I have the honor of writing in order most respectfully to request the inclusion of the topic “Consideration of the Draft Resolution for a Smoke-Free Environment Policy at Headquarters” on the agenda of the next meeting of the Permanent Council to be held on November 17, 2010, at the headquarters of the Organization of American States (OAS).


In this regard, we also request, Excellency, that you distribute the draft resolution enclosed.


Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest and most distinguished consideration.


Guillermo A. Cochez

Ambassador, Permanent Representative

His Excellency

Ambassador Joaquin Maza
Chair of the Permanent Council

Organization of American States (OAS)

DRAFT RESOLUTION FOR A SMOKE-FREE ENVIRONMENT POLICY

AT HEADQUARTERS

(Presented by the delegation of Panama)


The Permanent Council of the Organization of American States,


MINDFUL of the existence of irrefutable scientific evidence that shows that smoking is a grave health risk for both smokers and passive smokers;


RECALLING that the Permanent Council, at its regular meeting of December 20, 1990, recommended by consensus that “during meetings of the Council, its committees, and working groups, there be no smoking in the rooms where said meetings are held” and urged the other organs of the Organization to “consider the advisability of adopting a similar measure;” and

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the Government of the United States of America, the host country of the Organization, prohibits smoking in all public buildings and adjacent areas from where tobacco smoke may enter these buildings,
RESOLVES:

1.
To support and wholeheartedly adopt the “Smoke-Free Environment” policy set out in Personnel Circular 18/09b of the General Secretariat and extend its application to delegates and other officials of member states while they are present.
2.
To urge member states to adopt appropriate measures to ensure that their delegates and other employees abide by the “Smoke-Free Environment” policy for the headquarters.
3.
To ban smoking in rooms and facilities assigned to any meeting of the organs of the Organization.
4.
To urge the General Secretariat and member states to cooperate in ensuring compliance with the “Smoke-Free Environment” policy.

5.
To request the General Secretariat to adopt appropriate measures to see to it that the facilities of the Organization have the necessary “NO SMOKING" suitably displayed.
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