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I. 
TWENTIETH PAN AMERICAN CHILD CONGRESS
The Pan American Child Congress, a ministerial-level meeting of the inter-American system, is an organ of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN), whose aim is to promote a sharing of experiences, knowledge, and agreements among the Member States of the inter-American system. 

The Twentieth Pan American Congress was mandated to the IIN through Resolution CD/RES. 05 (82-R/07), approved at the 82nd Regular Meeting of the Directing Council (26 and 27 July 2007, Cartagena de Indias), and Resolution CD/RES. 07 (83-R/08), approved at the 83rd Regular Meeting of that same body (15 and 16 October 2008, Ottawa, Canada). 

It was declared an Inter-American Specialized Conference in Resolution CP/RES. 949 (1688/09), approved by the Permanent Council of the OAS on 21 April 2009. Resolution AG/RES. 2458 (XXXIX-O/09), approved at the thirty-ninth regular session of the General Assembly on 4 June 2009, endorsed the decision of the Permanent Council, and encouraged the Member States “to do their utmost to make this event a success and to be represented at the highest possible level.”

The Congress was held in Lima, Peru, on 23 to 25 September 2009, and was organized by the Government of the Republic of Peru, through the Ministry of Women and Social Development (MIMDES) and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, with support from the IIN and the cooperation of the Permanent Mission of Peru to the OAS. 

The Congress began on Tuesday, September 22, with a Preliminary Session of Heads of Delegation of the Member States. The First Pan American Forum of Children, a part of the Twentieth Pan American Congress, provided child and adolescent members of the delegations an opportunity to participate; it took place at the same venue on 21 to 25 September. 

The Twentieth Pan American Congress: 

a)
Focused attention on the processes of participation and the building of civic-mindedness among children and adolescents in the Member States, the design of rights-based public policies, and the sharing of experiences with systems of integral protection. All this took place within the framework of the commemoration of the 82nd anniversary of the founding of the IIN, the sixtieth anniversary of its status as a Specialized Organization of the Organization of American States (OAS), and the 20th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, pursuant to the resolutions adopted at the 83rd Regular Meeting of the Directing Council. 

b)
It was organized around four central themes: 

1.
Commemoration of the 82nd anniversary of the founding of the IIN, the 60th anniversary of its status as a Specialized Organization of the Organization of American States (OAS), and the 20th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child 

2.
The participation of children and adolescents in the building of civic-mindedness, and the impact on public policy 

3.
Public policies on systems of integral protection, including local systems 

4.
Development of international, regional and bilateral cooperation in public policies 

c)
It was attended by twenty-four delegations from the Member States, of which six were from the Caribbean. The delegations were composed of the highest-level authorities involved in child affairs, as well as adolescents who participated in the First Pan American Forum. Other participants included senior authorities of the OAS General Secretariat and of the host country, representatives of international organizations and civil society organizations, internationally renowned speakers, as well as moderators and facilitators with expertise in the subject area. More specifically: 

· 24 member states: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela. 

· 192 delegates of the member states 

· 61 adolescents representing 22 member states 

· 83 observers from international organizations and civil society 

· 44 special guests (speakers, moderators, facilitators, among others) 

Inaugural session

This was held on the morning of 23 September 2009, and was attended by the honorable President of the Republic of Peru, Dr. Alan García Pérez, who addressed the session. Two Peruvian youths (a boy and a girl) also spoke, as did the Vice President of the Republic of Ecuador, a Representative of the OAS Secretary General and of the Chair of the Twentieth Pan American Congress and Minister of Women and Social Development of Peru. 

Preliminary Session of Heads of Delegation

This session was held on the afternoon of 22 September, during which agreements were reached and later formally adopted during the First Plenary Session, which took place on 23 September after the Inaugural Session. 

The authorities of the Twentieth Pan American Congress were then elected: 

a. Chair: Minister Nidia Vilchez Yucra, Minister of Women and Social Development of Peru, and Regular Representative of Peru to the IIN Directing Council 

b. First Vice Chair: Mario Víquez Jiménez, Executive President of the National Child-Welfare Board, Representative of Costa Rica, and Chair of the Directing Council 
c. Second Vice Chair: Mrs. Joan Crawford, Director of the Child Care Board of Barbados, and Representative of Barbados to the IIN Directing Council 

Pursuant to the Institute’s rules of procedure, the Director General served as Secretary. 

Consideration was also given to the draft agenda and the draft rules of procedure for the Twentieth Pan American Congress, preparation of which gave rise to a report on the results of the informal meetings held to reach consensus on the draft rules of procedure, agenda, and resolution of the Twentieth Pan American Child Congress. That report had been delivered by the Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS, Ambassador María Zavala, at the Regular Session of the Permanent Council on 16 September 2009. 

The draft agenda and rules of procedure of the Twentieth Pan American Congress were the outcome of a process that began at the 83rd Regular Meeting of the Directing Council (15-16 October 2008, Ottawa, Canada); the drafts were subsequently enriched with numerous contributions from the Member States. The agenda, rules of procedure, and schedule of the Twentieth Pan American Congress were approved during the Preliminary Session. 

Plenary sessions

The First, Second and Third Plenary Sessions took place on 23 and 24 September. During those sessions, presentations were made on the topics described further below, and adolescents participating in the First Pan American Forum, elected democratically by their peers, read out the documents they prepared on the core themes of the Twentieth Pan American Congress. 

On the morning of Friday 25, the Fifth Plenary Session took place following the presentation of collective works by the adolescents participating in the First Pan American Forum. During the fifth session, the Chair of the Twentieth Pan American Congress summarized the results of same and reported on the resolutions adopted by the Member States. She also read out the recommendations submitted by the Dialogue Groups; a representative of civil society organizations read out the recommendations of the August 2009 Forum; and two adolescents read out the recommendations of the First Pan American Forum. 

First Session: Procedural matters were addressed and information provided on the agreements adopted the preceding day at the Preliminary Session of Heads of Delegation, which included approval of the agenda and the rules of procedure, among other things. 

During this first session, speakers addressed the following topics: 

· “Commemoration of the 82nd anniversary of the IIN and the 60 years of its status as a Specialized Organization of the OAS,” by Dr. Didier Opertti
· “Balance sheet on the 20th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child:  challenges ahead” by Dr. Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro

 
Two adolescents participating in the First Pan American Forum read out a document on the 20 years of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

Second Session: The theme of this session was “Public policies in systems of integral protection, including local systems,” and a presentation was made on the topic by Dr. Marta Santos. 

The session ended with an opportunity for dialogue with the ministers and high-level authorities on children and adolescents. Dr. Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro and Dr. Marta Santos participated, and the discussion was moderated by Mr. Eugenio San Martín, Regular Representative of Chile to the IIN Directing Council. 

Third Session: This session focused on the participation of children and adolescents in building civic-mindedness, and the impact on public policy. Victor Giorgi, psychologist, spoke on the systematization of country reports on child participation, and reported on the situation in the 15 countries that had prepared and submitted reports to the IIN. 

Two adolescents read out a document, especially prepared within the framework of the First Pan American Forum of Children, on the right to participation. 

Dr. David Calderón Martín del Campo gave a magisterial lecture on the participation of children and adolescents. 

Fourth Session: In connection with the theme “Development of International, Regional and Bilateral Cooperation in Public Policy,” the following speakers examined the challenges of international cooperation related to the development of policies on children and adolescents in the region: Enrique Delamonica (United Nations’ Children’s Fund - UNICEF), Norberto Ianelli (Ibero-American General Secretariat - SEGIB), Antoine Chevrier (Canadian International Development Agency - CIDA), and Guillermo Dema (International Labor Organization - ILO). 

Plenary Session of Heads of Delegation
As an result of a democratic and proactive process, a consensus was reached among the Member States regarding their commitment to children and adolescents in the Americas, with the following draft resolutions approved by acclamation in the Plenary Session of Heads of Delegation: No. 1 “Twentieth Pan American Child Congress” and No. 2 “Vote of Thanks to the Republic of Peru for Hosting the Twentieth Pan American Child Congress.” 

Dialogue Groups 

Spaces were created in which all categories of participants in the Twentieth Pan American Congress were able to engage, and 11 dialogue groups were established to address three themes. A total of 43 experiences of the States were presented in these groups. 

Under the theme “Public policies in systems of integral protection, including local systems,” guest speakers addressed the group and 6 dialogue groups were created, with presentations on the experiences of the Member States, as described below: 

· Legislation and its application for the promotion and protection of the rights of children and adolescents: Brazil, Chile, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, and Trinidad and Tobago. 

· National plans and the monitoring system: Argentina, Chile, Ecuador, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, and Venezuela. 

· Dissemination and communication on the rights of children and adolescents: Chile, Mexico, and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. 

· Institutionality and public policies on childhood and adolescence: Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Jamaica, Mexico, Paraguay, and the United States of America. 

· Investment for public policies designed to promote and protect the rights of children and adolescents: Canada and Peru. 

· Independent monitoring of the rights of children and adolescents and Ombudsmen offices: Costa Rica and Peru. 

Under the theme “Participation of Children and Adolescents,” 4 dialogue groups  were created, with presentations by: Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, Uruguay, and Venezuela. Under the theme of “International, Regional, and Bilateral Cooperation in Public Policies,” only one dialogue group was held, with presentations by Chile (two) and the United States of America. 

The dialogue groups drew up recommendations for the Twentieth Pan American Congress which, as mentioned above, were read out during the Fifth Plenary Session. 

The documents of the Twentieth Pan American Congress are available on the Web page XX Pan American Child Congress. In addition, “interactive proceedings” were created that can be accessed at http://www.xxcongresopanamericano.org/presentacion/espanol/.

II.
FIRST PAN AMERICAN FORUM OF CHILDREN 

The First Pan American Forum of Children, which met within the framework of the Twentieth Pan American Child Congress, was held in Lima, Peru from 21 to 25 September 2009. 

Through the IIN and with the collaboration of numerous institutions, a Forum of Children and Adolescents was coordinated, organized, and held, for the first time in the history of the region, within the framework of a Specialized Conference of the OAS. 

Its purpose was to promote the participation of children and adolescents by holding an official activity where they could exercise the right to voice their opinions and to be heard by authorities responsible for designing and implementing public policies that affect children and adolescents in the region. Consonant with the topics addressed by the Twentieth Pan American Congress, the Forum served as an opportunity to gather the opinions of children and adolescents regarding the progress, obstacles, prospects and recommendations twenty years after the Convention on the Rights of the Child entered into force, as well as their opinions and recommendations regarding exercising the right to participate in our region. 

Sixty-one delegates (32 female and 29 male) from the following countries participated: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Jamaica, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States of America, Uruguay, and Venezuela. Their ages ranged between 10 and 17 years, with adolescents making up the majority. 

During the Forum, different opportunities were provided for the children and adolescents to express themselves (workshops, opportunities for creativity, mini-Congress). 

Following are some noteworthy aspects of the experience: 

· Decision-making. The children and adolescents themselves prioritized problems, drafted agreements, decided on how to include them in the documents, defined criteria, and elected their representatives. 

· Representation. Each group elected its representatives through a vote by raising of hands. This is how a drafting group was created which, in turn, elected its spokespersons. In every case a male and a female representative were elected, and the intention was held that the same people not be elected to represent different bodies. In addition, each country elected its spokesperson to represent them before the communications media (TV, radio, press). 

· Self organization. In many instances, they themselves coordinated, led, and facilitated the group work, assuming responsibility for and ensuring that the proposed tasks were carried out. 

· Workshops and plenary sessions. This was one of the most powerful aspects of the methodology because it made it possible to gather the experiences of the participants through collective efforts. This, in turn, was strengthened in the plenary sessions when the youths shared the products of their group work. 

· The practice of consensus. The diversity of knowledge and experiences presented participants with the challenge of building consensus. This stimulated their capacity to think in terms of the collective and to use discussion as a way to build consensus, based on the differences. This facilitated dialogue and recognition of the legitimacy of others. 

· Preparation of documents for the Congress. This involved systematizing the outcomes of each group, electing representatives, drafting documents, and electing spokespersons to address the plenary. 

· Participation through play and recreational activities. These types of activities offered opportunities for the children and adolescents to express themselves freely through various artistic techniques. Workshops were held on: “We express ourselves and report” (audiovisual); “The way we see builds the future” (photography); “When spray paint expresses our ideas” (graffiti); “Our bodies express and build themselves” (movement). 

· The experience of the mini-Congress: The mini-Congress was held toward the end of the Forum. Each country elected its representative to discuss the final agreements on the themes addressed during the Forum, for later presentation to the Twentieth Congress. The mini-Congress afforded the children and adolescents an opportunity to review the documents, rethink arguments, discuss, and reach consensus on a series of approaches and concepts. The children and adolescents organized themselves with a moderator and a rapporteur. 

· Opportunities for intergenerational communication: Some of these occurred as part of the Forum and some as part of the Congress. They represent an important aspect of the experience because they tested the adults’ ability to dialogue, and showed how events organized by and for adults affect the participation of children and adolescents. 

Within the framework of the First Pan American Forum, the IIN launched and now maintains a Web page entitled “Nuestra Voz a Colores,” http://www.nuestravozacolores.org/english/index.htm, which was designed to promote a sharing of national and regional experiences on the participation of children and adolescents; it is an interactive virtual site where groups of organized children and adolescents can communicate and exchange information. 

The Institute also prepared “interactive proceedings of the Forum,” which can be accessed at: http:/www.xxcongresopanamericano.org/presentacionForo/foro/
In resolution CPNNA/RES. 1 (XX-09)–Unified Resolution of the Twentieth Pan American Child Congress, several operative paragraphs refer specifically to the First Pan American Forum. For example, in the second operative paragraph, the conclusions of the Forum were welcomed and the Forum was considered a qualitative advance in the exercise of the rights of children and adolescents on the commemoration of the 20th anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. In operative paragraph 8, the Member States are urged to promote the participation of children in the effective implementation of plans, programs, and projects on issues that concern them in their daily lives. Then, operative paragraph 10 urges the Member States, through the Directing Council, to institutionalize the Pan American Forum of Children as a space for the participation of children and adolescents in the Pan American Child Congress.  
Finally, in operative paragraph 11, the IIN is instructed to monitor the progress made with regard to the commitments undertaken in the resolution. 

Forum for Civil Society within the framework of the Twentieth Pan American Child Congress

On 25 and 26 August 2009, the Forum for Civil Society Held Prior to the Twentieth Pan American Child Congress was held in Buenos Aires, Argentina. The purpose was to provide organizations of civil society an opportunity to submit recommendations to the Member States regarding the central themes of the Twentieth Pan American Child Congress. It was organized by the OAS Department of International Affairs/Secretariat of External Relations, and the IIN; 52 representatives of 33 civil society organizations in OAS Member States participated. It gave rise to a document of Recommendations of the Forum for Civil Society Held Prior to the Twentieth Pan American Child Congress; in it, three points of agreement emerged between the Pan American Congress and Civil Society: 

1. A child focus in public policies

2. Promotion of the participation of children and adolescents

3. Strengthening of the strategic role of the IIN in the region

In operative paragraph 3 of the aforementioned resolution CPNNA/RES. 1 (XX-09)–Unified Resolution of the Twentieth Pan American Child Congress, the Twentieth Pan American Congress charged the IIN with taking note of the recommendations suggested in the document of recommendations of the Forum for Civil Society, in an effort to advance joint activities for the defense and protection of rights of children and adolescents. 

III. 
RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE TWENTIETH PAN AMERICAN CHILD CONGRESS

CPNNA/RES. 1 (XX-09)–UNIFIED RESOLUTION OF THE TWENTIETH PAN AMERICAN CHILD CONGRESS
CPNNA/RES. 02 (XX-09) – VOTE OF THANKS TO PERU FOR HOSTING THE TWENTIETH PAN AMERICAN CHILD CONGRESS
IV. 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE DIALOGUE GROUPS 


a) SYSTEMATIZATION OF THE DIALOGUE GROUPS 
b) RECOMMENDATIONS BY DIALOGUE GROUP: 

Legislation and its application for the promotion and protection of the rights of children and adolescents
National plans and the monitoring system
Dissemination and communication on the rights of children and adolescents, which gave rise to the following recommendations
Institutionality and public policies on childhood and adolescence
Investment for public policies designed to promote and protect the rights of children and adolescents
Independent monitoring of rights of children and adolescents and Ombudsmen offices 
Dialogue groups of the participation theme



International, regional and bilateral cooperation in public policies


RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FIRST PAN AMERICAN FORUM OF CHILDRENV. 



RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FORUM FOR CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS HELD PRIOR TO THE CONGRESSVI. 
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