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DRAFT DECLARATION OF SAN SALVADOR

ON SECURITY IN THE AMERICAS

1.
The member states of the Organization of American States, gathered in San Salvador, El Salvador, at the forty-first regular session of the OAS General Assembly;

2.
ACKNOWLEDGING the concern expressed by their citizens about crime and violence in the Hemisphere, as well as the consequences that the latter have for the social, economic, political, and cultural development of peoples, affecting all population groups, especially those at risk, and causing serious deterioration to their quality of life;

3.
RECOGNIZING, furthermore, that insecurity is one of the main preoccupations of society and that violence and crime directly affect communities, preventing the attainment of a harmonious social coexistence, tolerance, and solidarity that facilitates socioeconomic development and the existence of democratic institutions;

4.
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that citizen participation is essential in the design, implementation, oversight, and sustainability of security programs, in order to guarantee the joint responsibility of the state and the citizenry in contributing to security at the local, national, and regional level, as well as to ensure that states provide spaces and resources to facilitate that participation in conjunction with national and local government, private business sectors, civil society organizations, and academia;

5.
CONVINCED that all collective efforts of a multilateral nature in the area of security should reaffirm full respect for the principles of sovereignty, territorial integrity, and political independence of states, and of noninterference in affairs that are essentially under the domestic jurisdiction of states, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, the Charter of the Organization of American States, and international law;

6.
BEARING IN MIND the evolution of the concept of security in the framework of the Organization of American States, as recognized in declarations, commitments and consensi, in particular in the Declaration on Security in the Americas adopted in Mexico City on October 28, 2003, in which the countries of the Americas determined that the new concept of security in the Hemisphere is multidimensional in scope;  the Declaration of Nuevo León issued by the 2004 Special Summit of the Americas, in which the leaders of the Americas reiterated their commitment to the principle that the basis and purpose of security is the protection of human beings; and the Commitment to Public Security in the Americas adopted in Mexico City in 2008, in which the ministers responsible for public security in the Americas proposed to strengthen the capacity of states to promote citizen security and to respond effectively to insecurity, crime, and violence. 

7.
CONSIDERING that the multidimensional nature of the concept of security entails a comprehensive approach that encompasses all the threats, problems, and challenges that affect security in member states, as well as their social and economic effects, thus permitting the definition of categories and identification of relative priorities among those categories. 

8.
CONSIDERING, furthermore, that citizen security is one of the dimensions of human security and, therefore, of development, which involves multiple actors, conditions and factors, including, notably, observance of economic, social, and cultural rights at the international, regional, national, and local level, which is threatened by international organized crime, directly impairing harmonious social relations. 

9.
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that states have the primary responsibility to protect the individual through promotion and strengthening of democratic participation and full observance of fundamental rights and freedoms, and that the citizenry shares that responsibility, in order to ensure an adequate citizen security framework.
10.
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT, furthermore, that within that multidimensional, comprehensive approach, there are distinguishable traditional threats associated with situations that represent a direct danger for the security and stability of states; new threats derived from crime and violence that directly endanger the security of citizens; new threats associated with pandemics, natural events that lead to social calamities, and man-made disasters; and challenges arising from economic and social factors of a structural or short-term nature, such as poverty, destitution, inequality, social exclusion, political and institutional instability, and economic instability and unemployment, which could be termed “contributing threats,” in the context of which traditional and new threats tend to incubate or develop. 

DECLARE:

1. That, without ceasing to be alert  to the possible emergence of traditional threats, and without ceasing to accord utmost priority in our efforts to overcoming the structural and short-term challenges that give rise to contributing threats to security in the Americas, in order to resolutely confront the pressing security problems that afflict our citizens it is essential at this time to focus our wills and efforts on those security threats that are associated with crime and violence, since it is from them that the problems connected with citizen security predominantly derive. 

2. That citizen security is a public right that states have a duty to preserve in the framework of a democratic order where the rule of law and observance of human rights prevail, as a means to eliminate threats derived from crime and violence and ensure full development for the individual and peaceful and safe social coexistence.

3. That the primary focus in the pursuit of citizen security is the individual, who becomes a partner in new ways to build more secure and sustainable communities and societies that conform to their aspirations for democracy and for socioeconomic and cultural development.

4. That the balance that should exist between policy and actions as regards prevention, combating crime, rehabilitation and reintegration, assistance for victims, and care for drug-dependent individuals, as well as institutional strengthening, are factors that ensure a well-rounded approach that complements and contributes to the new concept of citizen security;      

5. That citizen security involves relations between multiple actors, such as national and local governments, civil society organizations, the community, the mass media, the private sector, and academia, in order to reinforce promotion of a culture of peace and non violence, and respond in a participatory, coordinated, and integrated manner to complex security threats in our countries;

6. That, in adopting the Plan of Action of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas, we establish the core strategies and necessary measures for implementing an effective model for security and harmonious coexistence, in line with the needs and circumstances of individual countries, including measures in the areas of: law enforcement coordination, harmonization of instruments for preventing crime and violence; harmonization of instruments for care and assistance for victims of crimes or drug dependence; and harmonization of instruments for social reintegration of persons serving prison sentences, and
7. That we request the Secretary General to seek the necessary funding to implement the Plan of Action of San Salvador and to report to the General Assembly on measures adopted and progress in its implementation.

DRAFT PLAN OF ACTION OF SAN SALVADOR

We, the member states of the Organization of American States, in adopting the Declaration of San Salvador on Security in the Americas, undertake to carry out the following Plan of Action: 

1.
Coordination of law enforcement measures 

1.1.
Establish protocols for coordinated measures by police agencies from different OAS member states in transnational procedures.

1.2.
Strengthen police agencies in order to prevent and counteract risk factors that direct or indirectly impair citizen security.

1.3.
Establish mechanisms for sharing successful experiences, best practices, knowledge transfer, and technical assistance among police agencies in the Hemisphere. 

1.4.
Establish Ameripol as the inter-American agency to coordinate transnational activities by police agencies of OAS member states to help strengthen citizen security.

2.
Harmonization of instruments for preventing crime and violence 

2.1.
Promote the adoption of sustainable policies and programs for preventing crime, violence, and drug use.

2.2.
Establish a hemispheric system for disseminating successful experiences and best practices for preventing crime, violence, and drug use.

2.3.
Facilitate technical training for human resources involved with execution of programs for preventing crime, violence, and drug use.

2.4.
Establish and implement a hemispheric system for transferring knowledge and technical assistance for preventing crime, violence, and drug use. 

2.5.
Expedite the establishment of a single hemispheric system of homogeneous indicators for crime and violence, with input from member states.

3.
Harmonization of instruments for assisting and rehabilitating victims of crimes, violence, and drug dependence.
3.1.
Promote systematic and sustainable policies and programs for assisting and rehabilitating victims in OAS member states. 

3.2.
Establish and implement hemispheric systems for disseminating successful experiences and best practices with regard to victim assistance and rehabilitation.

3.3.
Establish and implement hemispheric systems for transferring knowledge and technical aid for victim assistance and rehabilitation.

3.4.
Standardize training and certification systems for institutions and persons involved in victim assistance and rehabilitation.

3.5.
Standardize public health systems for the assistance and rehabilitation of victims.

4.
Harmonization of instruments for the reintegration into society of persons serving prison sentences
4.1.
Promote sustainable policies and programs for the reintegration into society of persons serving prison sentences.

4.2.
Establish and implement mechanisms for multilateral evaluation of prison systems in OAS member states.

4.3.
Establish and implement a hemispheric system for disseminating successful experiences and best practices for the reintegration into society of persons sentenced to prison.

4.4.
Establish and implement a hemispheric system for transferring knowledge and technical assistance for the reintegration into society of persons serving prison sentences.

5.
Harmonization of security laws

5.1.
Develop rules and regulations regarding citizen security and incorporate them in strategies and public policies for preventing violence and fostering harmonious relations in OAS member states.
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5.2.
Promote among OAS member states standardized definitions of offenses related to the new threats to security, such as extortion, kidnapping, hired assassination, and others, as well as crimes of an international nature, such as drug trafficking, the trafficking and smuggling of persons, criminal gangs, illicit arms trafficking, and financial crimes. 

5.3.
Promote judicial cooperation among OAS member states, by reaching framework agreements on judicial, criminal and extradition-related assistance procedures, among other mutual legal assistance measures. 

5.4.
Promote, within the OAS framework, the drafting of model laws and regulations with respect to citizen security.

5.5.
Establish and implement a hemispheric system for disseminating local rules and regulations regarding harmonious community and local relations. 
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