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CANDIDACY FOR A VACANCY ON THE 
INTER-AMERICAN JURIDICAL COMMITTEE (CJI)

EXPLANATORY NOTE

On March 2, 2011, the Permanent Mission of Mexico forwarded to the Secretary General a letter from Ambassador Jorge Palacios Treviño, a member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, advising that, for health reasons, he was unable to continue with his responsibilities as a member of that body and was therefore resigning from that post. The Permanent Mission of Mexico also advised that the Government of Mexico had decided to nominate Mr. Fernando Gómez Mont Urueta to fill the vacancy arising from that resignation.
Under Article 50 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council and Article 101 of the OAS Charter, it falls to the Permanent Council to fill vacancies arising within the Inter-American Juridical Committee for reasons other than the normal expiration of terms.

To that end, on March 16, 2011, the Permanent Council set a deadline for the nomination of candidates by states and decided that the election would be held on May 4, 2011, as provided in Article 7 of the Statutes of the Inter-American Juridical Committee.


The Permanent Council Secretariat duly reports that, within the established timeframe for the nomination of candidates, it has received that of Mr. Fernando Gómez Mont Urueta, presented by the Government of Mexico. 

With respect the election resolutions AG/RES. 1757 (XXX-O/00), “Measures to Encourage the Timely Payment of Quotas,” Annex A, section B, paragraphs 3a., b., and c., and AG/RES. 2157 (XXXV-O/05), “Program-Budget of the Organization for 2006; Quotas and Contributions to FEMCIDI for 2006,” section III.A.7, the General Assembly established that the following procedures would apply to elections conducted by the General Assembly or by the Councils of the Organization:
AG/RES. 1757 (XXX-O/00):
“a.
When circulating to the member states documents presented by a member state nominating a candidate the General Secretariat shall indicate in the transmittal notice” the member state’s payment status;
“b.
Within one week prior to holding the election and, again, immediately prior to taking the corresponding vote, the General Secretariat shall circulate a statement among all delegations indicating the countries which are ‘current,’ ‘considered current,’ and ‘not current.’  The statement shall also show the number of years each such country is in arrears.  No vote shall be held until this information has been circulated and the delegations so notified; and
“c.
The respective electing organ can specifically take into account the condition of those states which are ‘not current.’”
AG/RES. 2157 (XXXV-O/05)
“
c.
To amend the definitions in part A of Annex A of resolution AG/RES. 1757 (XXX-O/00), so as to eliminate the term ‘Current’ and replace it with two new payment categories, ‘Current A’ and ‘Current B,’ as further indicated in the text in italics below:
1.
‘Current A’:  For purposes of this resolution, a member state that has paid all its Regular Fund quota assessments for all prior years shall be in ‘Current A’ status for the current year if:
a.
It has paid its entire Regular Fund quota assessment for the entire current year; or
b.
It has agreed to a written payment plan with the General Secretariat for the payment of its entire Regular Fund quota assessment for the current year by January 1 of that year and is in compliance with that plan.
Notwithstanding subsections a and b above, a member state that has paid all its Regular Fund assessed quotas for prior years and has indicated its intent in writing to the General Secretariat prior to January 1 of the current year to pay its entire Regular Fund quota assessment for the current year by March 31 of the current year shall also be in ‘Current A’ status through to March 31 of that year.  If it does not pay its entire assessed Regular Fund quota by that date, it will lose its Current A status on the following April 1 and shall not regain it for that year until it pays its entire quota obligation in full.
2.
‘Current B: ‘For purposes of this resolution, a member state that has paid all its assessed quotas to the Regular Fund for prior years, has agreed to a written payment plan with the General Secretariat for the payment of its entire Regular Fund quota assessment for the current year by January 1, and is not in compliance with that plan shall be considered in ‘Current B’ status, provided it:
a.
Has agreed with the Secretariat to a new written payment plan for the current year; an
b.
Is in compliance with that new payment plan.
Nonetheless, a member state may not remain in Current B status if it has defaulted on two consecutive agreed-upon payment plans in the current year.
These amendments to the definitions given in part A of Annex A of resolution AG/RES. 1757 (XXX-O/00) shall remain in force indefinitely until modified by the General Assembly.”
The General Secretariat is transmitting information on the status of quota payments by member states, updated as of April 8, 2011, as an attachment to this document.
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NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF MEXICO ANNOUNCING THE RESIGNATION OF AMBASSADOR JORGE PALACIOS TREVIÑO FROM HIS POSITION AS A MEMBER OF THE INTER-AMERICAN JURIDICAL COMMITTEE (CJI) AND NOMINATING FERNANDO GÓMEZ MONT URUETA TO FILL THE VACANCY LEFT IN THE CJI

(Mexico)
/
PERMANENT MISSION OF MEXICO

OEA-00441

Washington, D.C., March 2, 2010


Excellency, 


I have the honor of forwarding herewith a letter from Ambassador Jorge Palacios Trevino, in which he explains that for health reasons he is unable to continue to perform his duties as a member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee and, therefore, must resign the position to which he was honored to be appointed by the General Assembly. 


Further to the foregoing, I am happy to advise that the Government of Mexico has decided to nominate Fernando Gomez Mont Urueta to fill the vacancy. 


Fernando Gomez Mont Urueta has solid academic credentials and a recognized professional record in both the public and the private sector. His curriculum vitae is appended. Mexico would like to offer in advance its gratitude to the General Secretariat and the member states of the Organization for their support for this nomination.

I would be very grateful if this communication and its appendices could be distributed as an official document of the Permanent Council.


Accept, Excellency the renewed assurances of my most distinguished consideration.  


Gustavo Albin


Ambassador


Permanent Representative

Mr. Jose Insulza
Secretary General
Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.

cc.:
Ambassador Carmen Lomellin

Chair, Permanent Council of the

  Organization of American States
Mexico City, February 28, 2011

Mr. Jose Insulza
Secretary General of the OAS 

Excellency,

For health reasons I am unable to continue to perform my duties as a member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI).  Therefore, with regret I ask that you accept my resignation from the Committee, effective immediately.  

During my time as a member of the CJI, I was able to confirm the high standard of work done there and its importance for our region. Unquestionably, it is the eminence of the jurists on the CJI that allows the development of international law in the region, backed by the Organization under your worthy stewardship, to continue its progress in harmonizing juridical principles.

I would like to thank the Government of Mexico for supporting my nomination and election to the CJI. The support given to the candidate presented by Mexico to fill the vacancy left by my resignation will ensure Mexico's continuing participation in the above development of international law.


Sincerely,


Ambassador Jorge Palacios Treviño

Unofficial translation

FERNANDO GÓMEZ MONT URUETA

Born in Mexico City on January 11, 1962.

In 1980, he entered the law school Escuela Libre de Derecho, from where he graduated with honors as an attorney at law in 1985.

He worked from 1979 to 1981 at the prestigious criminal law firm Vela Treviño y Asociados, S.C.
He worked from 1981 to 1983 at the law firm Bufete Sepúlveda, S.C. (Baker & Mackenzie).

Founding partner in 1983 of the law firm Gómez Mont e Isunza, S.C., specialized in criminal law. In 1991 he left the firm to enter politics and government.

In 199, he was elected Federal Deputy to the LV Legislature of the Federal Chamber of Deputies, becoming President of the Commission on Justice.

He has been an active member of the National Executive Committee and the Political Commission of Partido Accion Nacional (PAN).

He played a key role in the peaceful democratic transition process in Mexico since the 1988 federal elections. 

From 1988 until 1996, he actively participated in successive electoral reforms, such as, among others, the introduction of voting cards showing a photograph of the holder, the preparation of a new electoral roll, the creation of the Federal Electoral Institute and the Electoral Court of the Federal Judiciary Branch.

He promoted constitutional reforms in the areas of justice, public security and human rights. 

He has co-authored important legislative reforms concerning crime, public security, and public servants responsibility.

Also, he has been involved in legislative processes concerning foreign investment, industrial property, competition, mines, fisheries, and forests, among other issues. 

Between 1994 and 1996, he was founding partner of Análisis y Desarrollo de Proyectos, S.C., a consulting firm specialized in advising government and private entities on the elaboration of legislative projects concerning trade and finance, among other areas.

In May 1996, he became a partner at the law firm Zinser Esponda Abogados, S.C., which changed its name that year to Zinser, Esponda y Gómez Mont Abogados
In November 2008, the President of Mexico, Felipe Calderon Hinojosa, invited him to join his cabinet as Minister of the Interior, a post he held until July 2010. 

In light of the above, for the duration of his term as Minister, the firm reverted to its original name of Zinser Esponda Abogados until August 2010, when he rejoined it and it returned to its earlier name: Zinser, Esponda y Gómez Mont Abogados.

He was Professor of “General Theory of Criminal Law” at the Universidad Iberoamericana. 

He was also Professor of the “Seminar on Criminal Law” at the undergraduate program of Escuela Libre de Derecho, and Professor of “Constitutional Criminal Law” at the graduate program of that University. 

He has given conferences on “Theory and Practice of Constitutional Criminal Litigation (Habeas Corpus)” at the National Institute of Criminal Sciences.

On February 9, 2011 he obtained the degree of Master in Human Rights at the Universidad Iberoamericana.

He is a member of the Mexican Bar Association.
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