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I. MANDATE
In resolution AG/RES. 2056 (XXXIV-O/04), the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action to include the principles of social development and establish specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the OAS on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.
The importance of the Social Charter initiative was emphasized by the Heads of State and Government, gathered at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, in November 2005. In this meeting they encouraged “the work of the OAS in drafting the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, whose principles and objectives will be directed towards the achievement by member states of societies that offer all of our citizens more opportunities to benefit from sustainable development with equity and social inclusion.” They also supported and promoted “the work now under way in the OAS, to conclude successfully the negotiation of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action.” 


The task of negotiating the Social Charter of the Americas has been assigned to a  Joint Working Group established by the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI. The Working Group  began its work in September 2005.  In resolutions AG/RES. 2139 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2241 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2278 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2363 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2449 (XXXIX-O/09), and AG/RES. 2542 (XL-O/10) the Assembly reiterated said mandate to the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI. 

On September 2, 2010, I was elected Chair of the Working Group and its Drafting Group, for a period of 6 months, in accordance with the agreement on the Working Group Chair, document AG/doc.4459/05.
II.
WORK OF THE JOINT WORKING GROUP (September 2010 – March 2011)

The Chair proposed a methodology to facilitate consensus, and the delegations agreed to this proposal.  During this period the Joint Working Group started negotiating the Draft Preamble, as the substantive section had been negotiated during the mandate of the previous Chairpersons.

The Chair presented the document “Draft Social Charter of the Americas draft preambular section Chairman's effort at rationalization of Member States Contributions”.  In this document, the Chair compiled and synthesized the existing proposals presented by Member States for the Preamble.  The delegations accepted the Chair´s proposal and used it as the basis for the negotiations. Additionally, the delegations presented new proposals that were incorporated in the draft Preamble and the started negotiating with this new document. 


This work resulted in the conclusion of six months of intensive negotiations of the Working Group in formal and informal meetings to hold consultations and consensus among the delegations. The Chair is pleased to report that 8 paragraphs on the topics of Poverty, Integral Development, and Human Rights were agreed upon during his term. 
III. CONCLUSIONS 
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The Charter, committed as it is to laying the basis for the systematic pursuit of a fundamental improvement in the condition of all the people of the Hemisphere, remains one of the central instruments of our Organization. It has the capacity to define our Organization as one interested in going well beyond the mechanics of democratic expression and into the realm of genuine transformation of the lives and condition of all our citizens, including the vulnerable and marginalized.

In this regard, I was pleased to have worked with representatives of member sates who were all strongly committed to the task and hence to the full transformation of the OAS into a caring organization.

The Chair is pleased to report that the Working Group has made great progress, having negotiated a significant part of the Draft Preamble.

This progress was achieved with the active participation and engagement of all delegations that accompanied the work of the joint Working Group.  It is necessary to emphasize the great importance of the political commitment of all member states of the Organization to meet the mandate in the most recent General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2542 (XL-O/10). 
Of course, if we are to keep to the admittedly ambitious schedule of completing the Charter before the next General Assembly it is crucial that the momentum established over the past months be sustained. We solicit the continued cooperation of all member states in facilitating the resumption of the work of the Working Group.

The Chair wishes to thank each and every one of the delegates who participated so actively in the meetings for their contributions and their spirit of commitment to the Draft Social Charter of the Americas. Finally, I wish to express my sincere gratitude to my Caribbean Colleagues for entrusting me with this responsibility.

Ambassador Hubert Charles

Permanent Representative of the

Commonwealth of Dominica
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