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NOTE OF THE PERMANENT MISSION OF HAITI REQUESTING THE INCLUSION OF THE ITEM “DRAFT DECLARATION ON HAITI” IN THE DRAFT AGENDA OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL TO BE HELD ON MAY 25, 2011
Permanent Mission of Haiti

to the Organization of American States

Washington, D.C., May 20, 2011

Excellency:


I have the honor to address Your Excellency in connection with the upcoming meeting of the Permanent Council, to be held on May 25, 2011.


I wish to request that the topic “Declaration on Haiti” be included on the order of business for that meeting. The text of the draft declaration is attached hereto.


Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Ambassador Duly Brutus

Permanent Representative

Her Excellency

Ambassador Gillian Bristol

Permanent Representative of Grenada to the OAS

Chair of the Permanent Council

Washington, D.C.

DRAFT DECLARATION ON HAITI

(Presented by the Delegation of Haiti and co-sponsored by the delegations of Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

WELCOMES the success of the recent electoral process in Haiti;

NOTES with satisfaction the commitment of the Haitian people to democracy and to the betterment of their country confirmed through their participation in the recent elections; 

ACKNOWLEDGES the efforts of the international community in support of Haiti, and in particular the work of the Organization of American States, the United Nations, the joint CARICOM/OAS Electoral observation Mission and the other contributors;

EXTENDS its most sincere congratulations to the people of Haiti for their resolve,  political maturity and commitment to democracy and the rule of law and SALUTES their courage demonstrated during times of difficulty, especially after the earthquake of January 12, 2010;
CONGRATULATES Mr. Michel Joseph Martelly on his democratic election and assumption of office and extends the support of the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) for his firm commitment as President of the Republic of Haiti towards the establishment of a government that fulfills the expectations of the Haitian People;

WELCOMES the opportunity seized by the Haitian people to address current challenges linked to the reconstruction process, and to work towards a better future for all Haitians;

WELCOMES ALSO the commitments made by the President of the Republic of Haiti to promote national reconciliation and inclusiveness, universal education, good governance, the rule of law, police and justice reform, restoration of the environment, sustainable development, and prosperity for all Haitians;

ACKNOWLEDGES the efforts of the donor community and CALLS UPON them to fulfill without delay all pledges, including those made at the International Donors’ Conference, including those made at the International Donors’ Conference “Towards a New Future for Haiti” held on 31 March 2010, and to continue working with the new government in support of its efforts to achieve the reconstruction of the country and its integral development, in conformity with the principles of the Paris Declaration on aid effectiveness;
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WELCOMES the attention afforded to Haiti by the United Nations and the role played by the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) in reinforcing the efforts made to ensure the security conditions necessary for the success of development initiatives in Haiti;

REAFFIRMS the continued engagement of the Organization of American States (OAS) to support the efforts of the Haitian authorities, upon their request, to strengthen the rule of law and respect for human rights, political stability and democratic governance, as well as social and economic development in Haiti; and

REMAINS FIRMLY CONVINCED that significant and lasting change in Haiti can be realized only through clear Haitian leadership and ownership of the country’s reconstruction process, development agenda, the strong and unequivocal support of member states and other partner governments and international organizations, as well as coordination among them.
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