PAGE  
- 2 -


[image: image1.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL

OEA/Ser.G

CP/doc.4584/11
18 May 2011

Original: Spanish/English
DRAFT RESOLUTION

CONVOCATION OF THE XVII INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS
OF LABOR AND SUPPORT FOR THE INTER-AMERICAN NETWORK
FOR LABOR ADMINISTRATION (RIAL) 
(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 18, 2011)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
HAVING SEEN resolutions CIDI/RES. 223 (XIV-O/09) and AG/RES. 2470 (XXXIX-O/09), “XVI Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”; CIDI/RES. 238 (XV-O/10) and AG/RES. 2584 (XL-O/10), “Report of the XVI Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”; CEPCIDI/RES. 172/10 (CLXIII-O/10), “Convocation of the XVII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”; CEPCIDI/RES. 182 (CLXX-O/11), “Change of Date for the XVII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor”; and CIDI/RES. 247 (XVI-O/11), “Convocation of the XVII Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor and Support for the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL);
CONSIDERING:

That, at the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City, Canada, held on April 20-22, 2001, the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed the fundamental importance of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML);

That, at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Mar del Plata, Argentina, on November 4 -5, 2005, the Heads of State and Government acknowledged the important contributions of the ministries of labor to achieving its objectives of creating jobs to fight poverty and strengthen democratic governance and to promoting decent work and social and labor policies that encourage investment and economic growth with equity;

That, at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, from April 17 - 19, 2009, the Heads of State and Government agreed to promote “continuous training programmes in collaboration with workers’ representatives and the private sector as appropriate, with the goal of generating the necessary technical skills to enable workers to respond to the demands of the labour market,” and in that regard they called upon “the Ministers of Labour, within the context of the OAS Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labour (IACML), in collaboration with their workers’ and employers’ consultative bodies and with the support of the ILO, as appropriate, to endorse, at the 16th IACML to be held in 2009, a work programme that advances these objectives;” and

That at the Fifth Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government expressed their awareness that, notwithstanding the gains made since the Fourth Summit of the Americas, deep inequalities continued to exist in our countries and in our region. In response, the Heads of State and Government expressed that they will continue to develop and implement social protection and inclusion policies and programs that give priority to those living in conditions of poverty and vulnerability in our societies, and will continue to promote access to education, health, nutrition, energy, basic social services and to opportunities for dignified and decent work. At the same time, they will stimulate income growth and better income distribution, increase productivity, and will protect workers’ rights and the environment;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor of the OAS has been meeting since 1963 to define priorities and activities in the Hemisphere’s labor sector;

That the IACML is recognized as the primary forum for building consensus and discussing and defining labor priorities in the Americas, which are adapted to the changing realities of the region’s labor markets;

That the XVI IACML, held in Buenos Aires, Republic of Argentina, from October 6 to 8, 2009, under the leit motif “Facing the Crisis with Development, Decent Work, and Social Protection,” adopted the Declaration and Plan of Action of Buenos Aires, CIDI/TRABAJO/DEC. 1/09 (XVI-O/09) and CIDI/TRABAJO/doc.5/09 rev. 1 corr. 1, respectively, together with a resolution entitled “Inputs of the XVI IACML to the G-20 Process,” CIDI/TRABAJO/RES. 3/09 (XVI-O/09);

That the working groups of the Conference met on July 28 and 29, 2010, in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, and from May 17 - 19, 2011, in Washington, D.C., to follow up on the Buenos Aires Declaration and Plan of Action;

That the XVI IACML, in its resolution CIDI/TRABAJO/RES. 1/09 (XVI-O/09), “Modification of the Status of COTPAL, COSATE and CEATAL,” designated the Permanent Technical Committee on Labor Matters (COTPAL), the Business Technical Advisory Committee on Labor Matters (CEATAL), and the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE) as permanent consultative organs of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor;

That the XVI IACML, held in Buenos Aires in 2009, welcomed the offer of El Salvador to host the XVII IACML in 2011; and

That the Government of El Salvador proposed as the central theme for the XVII IACML “Learning from the crisis and advancing towards building fairer labor conditions” (CEPCIDI/INF.120/11); 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ALSO:

That the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL) was created at the XIV IACML, held in Mexico City on September 26 and 27, 2005, for the purpose of strengthening the human and institutional capacity of labor ministries through a mechanism for integrating and disseminating knowledge and experience;


That the Government of Canada, through the Labor Program of the Ministry of Human Resources and Skills Development, contributed substantial resources to launch RIAL and to enable it to carry out most of its activities from 2006 to 2010; and that the Governments of the United States, Argentina, Brazil, and Mexico have allocated financial resources to it;

That the Buenos Aires Plan of Action, approved at the XVI IACML in 2009, established that “the IACML renews its support for and commitment to the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL)”; and

That in the course of the meeting of the IACML working groups in 2010, the ministries of labor of the region gave their support to RIAL and decided to create a fund of voluntary contributions to continue its operations; and

RECOGNIZING:

That the Chair of the IACML, held by the Ministry of Labor, Employment, and Social Security of Argentina, submitted the Buenos Aires Declaration and Plan of Action to the Meeting of the G-20 Ministers held in Washington, D.C., in April 2010, where, together with other IACML members present, reiterated the consensus reached by the ministers of the Americas regarding the need to keep employment at the center of recovery from the economic crisis; 

That the political dialogue during the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor was complemented and enriched by the cooperation and technical assistance activities of the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL); 


That RIAL has succeeded in institutionally strengthening the region’s labor ministries in areas such as the design of new products or services, improvement in programs in execution, definition of internal procedures, organization of training activities, and reform of laws and regulations; and

That RIAL has intensified the dialogue, cooperation, and assistance among government officials, labor and business representatives, and international organizations, such as the International Labour Organization (ILO), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), among others,

RESOLVES:

1. To convey its appreciation to the Government of El Salvador for its offer to host the XVII IACML from October 31 to November 1, 2011. 

2. To recognize and congratulate the Government of Argentina for its leadership as Chair of the XVI IACML and for the steps it took to bring the hemispheric consensus to the G-20 discussions.

3. To welcome the decision of the XVI IACML to designate the Permanent Technical Committee on Labor Matters (COTPAL), the Business Technical Advisory Committee on Labor Matters (CEATAL), and the Trade Union Technical Advisory Council (COSATE) as permanent consultative organs of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor.

4. To declare its full support for the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration and to back the creation of a fund of voluntary contributions from the labor ministries of the region to guarantee its sustainability; in addition, to invite all governments to make contributions according to their financial capabilities.

5. To thank the Government of Canada for the considerable financial contributions that led to the creation of RIAL; to express appreciation for the funds contributed by the United States, Mexico, Brazil, and Argentina, and for the contributions in terms of experience and knowledge of all member states; and to launch an appeal to all states to continue contributing to this important mechanism for labor cooperation.

6. To instruct the General Secretariat, through the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), to work together with ministries of labor and with labor and business representatives to put into practice the decisions adopted by the IACML, to continue coordinating RIAL and exploring sources of financing, and to report periodically on this process to the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI).

7. To request CIDI to report to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session on the implementation of this resolution.  Execution of the activities provided for in this resolution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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