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DRAFT RESOLUTION

EDUCATIONAL PORTAL OF THE AMERICAS: TEN YEARS OF 
STRENGTHENING HUMAN DEVELOPMENT IN THE HEMISPHERE 
THROUGH DISTANCE EDUCATION
(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 18, 2011)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN resolution CIDI/RES. 248 (XVI-O/11) “Educational Portal of the Americas: Ten Years of Strengthening Human Development in the Hemisphere through Distance Education;”

REAFFIRMING that Article 50 of the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) calls on member states to promote the use of all information media to bring about the eradication of illiteracy; strengthen adult and vocational education systems, and ensure that the benefits of culture are available to the entire population;

RECALLING that the Plan of Action of the Second Summit of the Americas, held in Santiago, Chile, in April 1998, declared that "distance education programs shall be strengthened and information networks established;”

RECALLING FURTHERMORE that in the Declaration of the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City, Canada, in April 2001, the development of human potential was assigned the utmost importance and the "Connecting the Americas" initiative was adopted with the aim of "mobilizing and sharing human resources to strengthen our capacities for applying information and communications technologies to human development;”

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION that the launch of the Educational Portal of the Americas (www.educoas.org), as a timely and essential mechanism for strengthening human development through distance education bolstered with the use of information and communication technologies, took place in September 2001 on the occasion of the Second Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education in Montevideo, Uruguay;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that in Bridgetown, Barbados, in June 2002, the General Assembly recognized the Educational Portal of the Americas as “a novel initiative which will contribute to expanding learning opportunities for students throughout the Hemisphere through access to high-quality distance-learning programs;”
CONSIDERING that development of human resources is a crosscutting element of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009 in force, which recognizes development of human resources as an indispensable component of partnership for development and provides that “[a]dvantage will also be taken of the different instruments provided by new information and communication technologies to benefit from distance learning, multimedia, and education by satellite systems;” and

CONSIDERING ALSO that in its 10 years of existence, the Educational Portal of the Americas has imparted more than 180 distance education courses, benefiting more than 21,000 citizens of the Americas,

RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm the contribution made by the Educational Portal of the Americas to human development in the Americas in the decade from 2001 to 2011.

2. To recognize that the Educational Portal of the Americas constitutes an original and innovative initiative that enriches our society of knowledge by offering a quality education that fosters social inclusion and training opportunities through distance education for all peoples, including those situated in rural areas.

3.
To point to the work done by the Department of Human Development, Education, and Culture with regard to the Educational Portal of the Americas in the decade from 2001 to 2011.

4. To reaffirm its support for the Educational Portal of the Americas as an essential strategic program for the advancement of human development and competitiveness through professional development and institutional capacity building.

5. To encourage the Educational Portal of the Americas to continue its work in support of the agenda for connectivity in order to help reduce the digital divide among countries in the Hemisphere, as well as promoting access to a quality education and professional development through the use of information and communication technologies.
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To underscore the importance of maximizing the Organization's resources and harnessing the experience gained by the Educational Portal of the Americas and, to that end, request that the General Secretariat make efforts to channel through the Educational Portal of the Americas the distance education courses that it imparts via its various organs, entities, and secretariats.

7. To request the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, through the Department of Human Development, Education, and Culture, to promote the potential of the educational portal of the Americas and, in particular, that it advocate it and make it available to the Inter-American Committees of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and the Special Multilateral Fund of CIDI (FEMCIDI).

8. To request that the Secretary General distribute this resolution to the relevant international and regional organizations in a bid to establish partnerships and promote the Educational Portal of the Americas.

9. To request the Secretary General to report to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

10. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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