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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

In accordance with Article 40 of its Statutes, the Permanent Council presents its Annual Report for the period June 2010–May 2011 to the General Assembly for consideration at its Forty-First Regular Session.

In an effort to reduce the production of bulky reports, this Annual Report includes electronic links to the various documents it references. 

Under Article 12 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council has such permanent and special committees and working groups as it deems necessary to discharge the functions assigned to it by the General Assembly and the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, and to address any matter that, pursuant to Article 110 of the Charter, the Secretary General of the Organization submits to its attention.
/
In the period covered by this Report, the Permanent Council worked with the following committees and working groups:

· General Committee

· Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs 

· Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters

· Committee on Hemispheric Security 

· Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities 

· Special Committee on Migration Issues
· Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the draft Social Charter of the Americas

· Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance

AG/doc.521711 add. 1 contains the reports of the Permanent Council’s various committees on the outcome of their work.


AG/doc.5271/11 add. 2 and add. 3 contain the draft resolutions and declarations considered and approved by the Permanent Council for transmittal to the General Assembly.

June 5, 2011
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL
TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
CHAPTER I

A. CHAIRS AND VICE CHAIRS

The Permanent Council of the Organization is composed of one representative of each member state, especially appointed by the respective government, with the rank of ambassador.  Each government may accredit an acting representative, as well as such alternates and advisers as it considers necessary.
/

The office of Chair is held by each of the representatives, in turn, following the alphabetic order in Spanish of the names of their respective countries.  The office of Vice-Chair is filled in the same way, following reverse alphabetic order.
/  These positions are held for a three-month term, which begins automatically on the first day of each quarter.
2010
	Term
	Chair
	Vice chair

	July-September
	Ambassador María Isabel Salvador (Ecuador)
	Ambassador Joaquín A. Maza Martelli (El Salvador)

	October-December
	Ambassador Joaquín A. Maza Martelli (El Salvador)
	Ambassador María Isabel Salvador
(Ecuador)


2011
	Term
	Chair
	Vice chair

	January - March
	Ambassador Carmen Lomellin (United States)
	Ambassador Hubert J. Charles 
(Dominica)

	April - June
	Ambassador Gillian M.S. Bristol 
(Grenada)
	Ambassador José Enrique Castillo Barrantes (Costa Rica)


B. COMPETENCE

Within the limits of the Charter and of inter-American treaties and agreements, the Permanent Council takes cognizance of any matter referred to it by the General Assembly or the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs.
/

It serves provisionally as the organ of consultation in conformity with the provisions of the special treaty on the subject.
/


It keeps vigilance over the maintenance of friendly relations among the Member States, and for that purpose effectively assists them in the peaceful settlement of their disputes, in accordance with the provisions of the Charter.
/

It is the function of the Permanent Council to:
/
a. Carry out those decisions of the General Assembly or of the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs the implementation of which has not been assigned to any other body;

b. Watch over the observance of the standards governing the operation of the General Secretariat and, when the General Assembly is not in session, adopt provisions of a regulatory nature that enable the General Secretariat to carry out its administrative functions;

c. Act as the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly, in accordance with the terms of Article 60 of the Charter, unless the General Assembly should decide otherwise;

d. Prepare, at the request of the member states and with the cooperation of the appropriate organs of the Organization, draft agreements to promote and facilitate cooperation between the Organization of American States and the United Nations or between the Organization and other American agencies of recognized international standing.  These draft agreements shall be submitted to the General Assembly for approval;
e. Submit recommendations to the General Assembly with regard to the functioning of the Organization and the coordination of its subsidiary organs, agencies, and committees;

f.
Consider the reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, of the General Secretariat, of specialized agencies and conferences, and of other bodies and agencies, and present to the General Assembly any observations and recommendations it deems necessary; and

g. Perform the other functions assigned to it in the Charter.

C. SECRETARIAT

The Assistant Secretary General of the Organization serves as Secretary of the Permanent Council
/ and directs the Secretariat of the General Assembly, the Permanent Council and the Department of Conferences and Meetings.


Pursuant to the provisions of Executive Order No. 08-01 Rev. 4, the principal functions of the Secretariat of the Permanent Council are set forth below.  The full text can be accessed through the following hyperlink:  http://www.oas.org/legal/intro.htm 
· Functions

1. Provides ongoing guidance and advice to the chairs and other elected officers of the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, and the Permanent Council and its subsidiary bodies on the organization of work, the status of negotiations, the interpretation of rules of procedure and background information for member state representatives and relevant areas of the General Secretariat on matters presented for consideration.
2. Advises the style committees of the meetings and conferences of the organs of the Organization.

3. Prepares reports, draft resolutions, declarations, or recommendations on the topics to be considered at the meetings, as well as verbatim and summary minutes of the meetings themselves.

4. Ensures that the information on the Internet web pages of the Secretariat of the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, the Permanent Council, and Subsidiary Organs and the Office of the Assistant Secretary General is kept up to date in the official languages of the Organization.

5. Provides all services connected with the processing and issuance of all official documents of the Secretariat of the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, the Permanent Council, and Subsidiary Organs, ensuring that they are properly registered and classified, and that advance electronic copies are sent to the delegations and to pertinent General Secretariat staff and officials.

6. Supervises the preparation of documentation for meetings by:  (a) ensuring the consistency, quality, and standards of original texts; and (b) coordinating with the Language Services Section the processing of documentation and the scheduling of deadlines for the receipt of original documents and the dispatch of all language versions to member states.

7. Provides secretariat and support services to the chair of the Permanent Council.


8.
Coordinates, with the Department of Conferences and Meetings, the delivery of conference and secretariat services to the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation, the Permanent Council, and the subsidiary organs.

CHAPTER II
A.
MEETINGS

In accordance with Article 12 of its Statutes, the Permanent Council shall hold its meetings at its seat, in the manner determined by its Rules of Procedure.  It may also hold meetings in any Member State, when it finds it advisable and with the prior consent of the government concerned (Article 13 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council).
Section VII of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council establishes the rules governing the convocation of protocolary, regular, and special meetings.

Once approved, the verbatim transcriptions of the meetings of the Permanent Council can be accessed through the menu appearing in the following hyperlink: http://www.oas.org/consejo/minutes.asp .
1. Regular meetings
In accordance with Article 36 of its Statutes, the Permanent Council shall hold its regular meetings on the first and third Wednesday of each month. If it becomes necessary to move regular meetings ahead or postpone them, the Chair of the Council may indicate other dates. The meetings of the Permanent Council and of its committees, subcommittees, and working groups shall begin at the time indicated in the notice of convocation.

As of the date of publication of this report, the Council has held a total of 19 regular meetings.

The statements of the delegations during regular meetings of the Permanent Council shall be transcribed verbatim in the minutes of each meeting. The Secretariat shall furthermore record and publish the decisions reached at each meeting.

	Date
	Purpose
	Record No. 
/

	June 22, 2010 
	Regular meeting 
	CP/SA.1760/10

	July 7, 2010
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA.1761/10 

	July 21, 2010
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA.1764/10

	September 2, 2010
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA. 1766/10

	September 15, 2010
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA. 1768/10

	September 27, 2010 
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA. 1769/10

	September 29, 2010 
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1770/10

	October 27, 2010
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1775/10

	November 23, 2010
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1782/10

	December 1, 2010
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1783/10

	December 15, 2010
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1785/10

	January 20, 2011
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1789/11

	February 18, 2011
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA.1791/11

	March 16, 2011
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1795/11

	March 30, 2011
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1797/11

	April 20, 2011
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1799/11

	May 4, 2011 
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1802/11

	May 4, 2011
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1803/11

	May 18, 2011
	Regular meeting
	CP/SA 1805/11


2. Protocolary meetings
In keeping with Article 38 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Council has thus far held the following protocolary meetings:

	Date
	Purpose
	Record No. 9/

	July 21, 2010
	To commemorate the birth of the Liberator Simón Bolívar
	CP/SA 1763/10

	October 15, 2010
	To commemorate the Discovery of America: Encounter of Two Worlds
	CP/SA 1774/10

	November 10, 2010
	To receive the Honorable Kamla Persad-Bissessar, Prime Minister of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
	CP/SA 1778/10

	April 14, 2011
	To commemorate Pan American Day and the anniversary of the signing of the Charter of the Organization of American States 
	CP/SA 1798/11

	April 29, 2011 
	In honor of His Excellency Ricardo Alberto Martinelli Berrocal, President of the Republic of Panama. 
	CP/SA 1801/11


The Permanent Council held a total of five protocolary meetings.

The statements made by the delegations during the protocolary meetings of the Permanent Council are transcribed verbatim in the minutes of each meeting.

3. Special meetings and sessions
Under Article 37 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council shall hold special meetings when:
a.
The chair considers it necessary;
b.
Any representative so requests in writing, stating the purpose of the request;
c.
The Secretary General expressly so requests, in the exercise of the authority conferred upon him or her in the second paragraph of Article 110 of the Charter; or
d.
The General Assembly expressly so mandates.
The General Assembly has also mandated the convening of special sessions to consider specific topics on the agenda of the Organization.


As of the date of publication of this report, the Council has held a total of 16 special meetings and sessions.
As with the regular and protocolary meetings, the statements made by delegations are transcribed verbatim in the minutes of each meeting and the Secretariat records and publishes the decisions reached at each meeting.
	Date
	Purpose
	Record No. 9/

	July 19, 2010 
	OAS Assistant Secretary General assumes office 
	CP/SA. 1762/10


	July 22, 2010
	Convened at the request of the Permanent Mission of Colombia
	CP/SA. 1765/10

	September 30, 2010
	Convened at the request of the Permanent Mission of Ecuador 
	CP/SA. 1772/10

	October 6, 2010
	Report by the Secretary General on his visit to Ecuador, in compliance with resolution CP/RES. 977 corr. 1 (1772/10)
	CP/SA.1773/10

	October 28, 2010
	In compliance with the mandate contained in General Assembly resolutions AG/RES. 2455 (XXXIX-O/09) and AG/RES. 2562 (XL-O/10) “Human Rights and Older Persons”
	CP/SA. 1776/10

	November 3, 2010
	To consider the request of the Republic of Costa Rica on the situation with the Republic of Nicaragua in the Río San Juan border area
	CP/SA. 1777/10

	November 10, 2010
	To receive the Honorable Peter Kent, Minister of State of Foreign Affairs of Canada
	CP/SA 1778/10

	November 18, 2010
	To consider the request of the Republic of Costa Rica to convene a Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs. 
	CP/SA. 1780/10

	December 13, 2010
	To receive the Minister of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador, the Honorable Hugo Martínez
	CP/SA.1784/10

	January 26, 2011
	To update information on the situation in Haiti 
	CP/SA 1790/11

	March 11, 2011
	To receive the Minister of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador, the Honorable Hugo Martínez
	CP/SA 1792/11

	March 15, 2011
	To celebrate the International Year for People of African Descent, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2550 (XL-O/10)
	CP/SA 1793/11

	March 16, 2011
	To receive the Honorable I. J. Karl Hood, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade, Environment, and Export Development of Grenada.
	CP/SA 1794/11

	May 13, 2011 
	Special meeting 
	CP/SA 1804/11

	May 24, 2011
	To consider convocation of a Special Session of the General Assembly.
	CP/SA 1806/11

	May 25, 2011
	Special meeting
	CP/SA 1808/11


B. OVERVIEW OF THE REGULAR MEETINGS, SPECIAL MEETINGS, AND JOINT MEETINGS OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL (CP) AND THE PERMANENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CEPCIDI)
As of the date of publication of this report, a total of six joint meetings of CP/CEPCIDI have been held.

The statements and comments by the delegations are transcribed in the minutes of each meeting, and the Secretariat records and publishes the decisions reached during the meetings.

	Date
	Purpose
	Record No. 9/

	September 2, 2010
	Joint meeting
	CP/SA. 1767/10

	October 1, 2010
	To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the OAS Scholarship Program, pursuant to the mandate of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2495 (XXXIX-O/09)
	CP/SA. 1771/10

	November 18, 2010
	To comply with resolution CP/RES. 909 (1567/06), “Promotion of Agriculture and Rural Development in the Hemisphere.” 
	CP/SA.1781/10

	March 23, 2011
	Inter-American Year of Culture.
	CP/SA. 1796/11

	April 28, 2011
	Joint meeting
	CP/SA. 1800/11

	May 25, 2011
	Joint meeting
	CP/SA. 1807/11


1.
Follow-up of the results of the Fortieth Regular Session of the General Assembly
· Distribution of mandates

One of the first activities undertaken by the Permanent Council following a General Assembly is the assignment of the mandates produced by the General Assembly to the various bodies of the Permanent Council, CEPCIDI and the General Secretariat.  In this sense, the Permanent Council issued and approved CP/doc.4498/10 rev. 2 – “Distribution of mandates assigned by the General Assembly at its Fortieth Regular Session -- Continued Mandates from previous years” (Approved by the Permanent Council at its meeting of July 21, 2010).
DISTRIBUTION OF MANDATES APPROVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
AT ITS THIRTY-NINTH REGULAR SESSION AND CONTINUED MANDATES
FROM PREVIOUS YEARS

The Fortieth Regular Session of the General Assembly issued specific mandates to the Permanent Council through the following resolutions:

	CLASSIFICATION AND TITLE
	MANDATE

	AG/RES. 2531 (XL-O/10)
Resolution on the Situation in Honduras


	1. To form a High-Level Commission composed of persons appointed by the Secretary General to analyze the evolution of the situation as referred to in Resolution AG/RES.1 (XXXVII-E/09).

2. The High-Level Commission will submit its recommendations to the General Assembly no later than July 30, 2010.



	AG/RES. 2557 (XL-O/10)
Contributing to the Reconstruction Process in Haiti in the Wake of the January 12, 2010 Massive Earthquake
	4.
To request the General Secretariat to focus OAS cooperation with Haiti on capacity building, institutional strengthening, and governance.

5.
To request also that the General Secretariat:

a. Continue its work in support of the Government of Haiti in relation to electoral processes and the establishment of the Permanent Electoral Council;

b. Continue to support the Haitian authorities, especially the National Registry Office (Office National de l’Identification), as part of the process of modernization of civil registration and the issuance of national I.D. cards, and continue to work on transferring the required technical skills to that institution in order to make that process permanent and sustainable;

c. Assist the Haitian authorities upon their request in modernizing the cadastral systems and land-titling processes in order to facilitate development planning, zoning, and security of land ownership with a view to fostering socioeconomic development; and

d. Assist the Haitian authorities, upon their request, with strengthening the process of inclusive and open dialogue on the need for, and scope of constitutional reform and other major governance-related reforms.

6.
To request further the General Secretariat to consider adjusting its structures dealing with Haiti, to better respond to OAS mandates in light of the new challenges facing that country and to strengthen internal coordination within the Secretariat, as well as coordination with other partners of the inter-American system

7.
To request finally the General Secretariat to report on its activities in Haiti and on the implementation of this resolution.

8.
To request the OAS Secretary General to forward this resolution to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

	AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10)
Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter
	4.
To recognize the importance of promoting the principles, values, and practices of a democratic culture; and to request the General Secretariat to continue supporting this objective through training programs to promote the principles, values, and practices of a democratic culture, on the basis of Articles 26 and 27 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter.  In this context, to instruct the General Secretariat to continue supporting the Permanent Council and the member states in the execution of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices and its Plan of Action.

6.
To instruct the General Secretariat to support programs designed to prevent and fight corruption, contributing to the fostering of accountability, efficiency, and integrity in the exercise of public service, with a view to strengthening a culture of transparency and ensuring more efficient public management.

8.
To request the General Secretariat to provide assistance to member states that so request in the implementation of recommendations contained in the reports of OAS electoral observation missions.

10.
To recommend to the General Secretariat that it support the modernization and strengthening of democratic institutions in the member states that so request, and promote cooperation and dialogue between these institutions as a means to build capacity and share experiences, including in the field of information and communications technology (ICTs) and e-government.

12.
To request the General Secretariat and the member states to continue to promote a hemispheric discussion of issues related to democratic governance, through dialogue, forums, and seminars.

13.
To recognize the important role of participation of all sectors of society, including civil society, in the consolidation of democracy, and that this participation constitutes one of the vital elements for the success of development policies; and, in that regard, to instruct the Permanent Council to convene a special meeting with broad participation by all sectors of society, including civil society organizations, under the “Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), to examine the contribution of these organizations to strengthening a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, pursuant to Article 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, as well as the themes, outcomes, and recommendations of the meetings held at the OAS in March 2008 under the theme “Partnering with civil society.”
14.
To instruct the Permanent Council to organize and carry out a dialogue on the effectiveness of the implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter and to submit the results and/or progress of the same during 2011, to commemorate the 10th anniversary of its adoption.

	AG/RES. 2550 (XL-O/1 Recognition of the International Year for People of African Descent 0)

	4. To instruct the Permanent Council to hold a special meeting to celebrate the International Year for People of African Descent that includes on its agenda, before the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly, the topic of people of African descent in the Americas.
5. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-first regular session on the implementation of this resolution.


	AG/RES. 2562 (XL-O/10) Human Rights and Older Persons

	1. To reiterate its request to the Permanent Council to convene for the second half of 2010 the special meeting on human rights and older persons, with the participation of national representatives and experts from the academic sector and civil society, as well as from international organizations, for the purpose of sharing information and best practices and examining the feasibility of preparing an inter-American convention on the rights of older persons.



	Article 91.f) of the OAS Charter Observations and recommendations on the following annual reports of the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization (Article 91.f of the OAS Charter)
a. Inter-American Council for Integral Development (cidi)
b.
General Secretariat


	The Permanent Council shall also: (f) Consider the reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, of the General Secretariat, of specialized agencies and conferences, and of other bodies and agencies, and present to the General Assembly any observations and recommendations it deems necessary.

	AG/RES. 2542 (XL-O/10)
Social Charter of the Americas:  Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment To Fight Poverty in the Region


	3.
To reiterate the mandate given to the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to jointly prepare a draft Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action which includes the principles of social development and establishes specific goals and targets that reinforce the existing instruments of the Organization of the American States on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.

5.
To instruct the Permanent Council to consider, once the negotiation process has concluded, convening a special session of the General Assembly, taking into account the offer of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to host it, for the adoption of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action.

At present, the Joint Working Group of the Council and CEPCIDI continue  to consider the draft text of the proposed Social Charter.

.

	AG/RES. 2553 (XL-O/10)
Toward the Establishment of Priorities on the Youth of the Americas
	3. To request the General Secretariat to compile and present to a joint meeting of the Permanent Council and Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), the results of the Special Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Summit on Youth Development, the Pre-Conference of the Americas, and the World Youth Conference, and initiate consultations with member states on the implementation of said priorities. 

4. To request the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI to consider the possibility of convening an Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and Highest Authorities responsible for Youth before the forty-first regular session of the General Assembly, to be held in 2011, taking into account the report by the General Secretariat containing the compilation of priorities and the results of the consultation process.



	AG/RES. 2610 (XL-O/10)
Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States
	1.
To encourage the efforts of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) on Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response in connection with strengthening existing mechanisms for disaster prevention and response and humanitarian assistance among the member states.




· Approval of the report of the Style Committee

On July 21, 2010, (CP/SA.1764/10), the Chair of the Style Committee of the Fortieth Regular Session of the General Assembly presented a report on the work carried out between June 29 and July 15, 2010. In addition, pursuant to Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly (“shall correct their defects of form, and shall ensure equivalency among the versions in the official languages”), the Chair gave an explanation on the revised versions of three declarations and eighty-six resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at its Fortieth Regular Session and reported on certain specific measures adopted in connection with the following resolutions: AG/RES. 2540 (XL-O/10) “Follow-up to the Meetings of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas”; AG/RES. 2546 (XL-O/10) “Modifications to the CITEL Statute and Regulations”; and AG/RES. 2613 (XL-O/10) “Financing of the 2011 Program-Budget of the Organization.” 

The Chair also reported that at the start of its work, the Committee decided to adopt the general rule, applicable to all resolutions, that footnotes referring to the entire content of a given resolution would be placed at the end of that resolution, and that footnotes referring exclusively to one paragraph would be kept on the page on which the paragraph in question appeared. 

In connection with this, the Chair of the Style Committee reported that the delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, during the review of the resolution “Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights,” had noted that it did not agree with the decision adopted by the Committee regarding the location of footnotes addressing a resolution in its entirety, because it did not believe that they were a matter of form and should be kept on the first page as in previous years.

The Chair of the General Committee pointed out that the delegation of the United States had requested that, without prejudice to its support for the decision adopted by the Style Committee, it be placed on the record that it believed that all footnotes should be placed at the end of the corresponding resolution, in order to avoid such problems in the future. 

Finding that the concern expressed by the delegation of Venezuela went beyond the competence of the Style Committee, the matter was referred to the consideration of the Permanent Council. 

After the representatives of Venezuela, Nicaragua, United States, Peru, Brazil, Canada, Grenada, Bolivia, Dominican Republic, and Panama had shared their opinions on the matter and on the need to adopt a decision to be followed in the future, the Permanent Council resolved to continue examining the matter once the delegations had had the opportunity to carry out the relevant consultations.

At the meeting of the Permanent Council of April 20, 2011, (CP/SA.1799/11) the Chair spoke of the recent practice adopted with respect to the inclusion of footnotes in draft resolutions and in documents attached thereto. She then presented a proposal to adopt a decision that would apply to all draft resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly, for the Forty-First Regular Session and thereafter. 

After the delegations of Venezuela and Argentina had spoken on the issue, the Permanent Council adopted the Chair proposal and decided that:

1.
As of the Forty-First Regular Session of the General Assembly and for the following periods of sessions, footnotes addressing any part of a draft resolution would be no longer than two lines. Should a text be longer than that, the two first lines of the footnote would begin on the corresponding page and the remainder would continue at the end of the text of the draft resolution. The same practice will apply to draft resolutions submitted to the Permanent Council for its approval. 
2.
As of the Forty-First Regular Session of the General Assembly and for the following periods of sessions, draft resolutions shall include no annexes, unless they are documents presented to the General Assembly for consideration, adoption, or approval, such as conventions, charters, and statutes. All documents referred to in draft resolution would include the corresponding title and  may include classification and any other available means of identification, such as the name, date, and venue of the meeting at which the document was considered. 

The decision so adopted by the Permanent Council was published as document CP/doc.4556/11.

2.
Summary
During the 2010(2011 term, the Permanent Council not only held special meetings and sessions, but it also received a number of reports on items of critical interest to the Member States that both expanded and enriched its repertoire of technical and timely subjects for consideration.

An illustrative overview of the many special presentations made to the Permanent Council follows:
· June 22, 2010 (CP/SA 1760/10), presentation on the “Hemispheric Drug Strategy” by Mr. Rogério Ghesti, Chief of Staff and Adviser for International Relations, National Drug Policy Secretariat, Ministry of Institutional Security, Office of the President of the Federative Republic of Brazil; and Mr. James Mack, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission.
· June 22, 2010 (CP/SA 1760/10), Ambassador Denis Moncada, Permanent Representative of Nicaragua, reported that on June 18, 2010, the Government of Nicaragua had declared the national territory an antipersonnel-mine-free zone.
· July 19, 2010 (CP/SA 1762/10), the Permanent Council held a special meeting to mark the investiture of Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin as Assistant Secretary General for a second term.
· September 2, 2010 (CP/SA 1766/10), report on the Seventh Inter-American Meeting of Electoral Authorities, held in Washington, D.C.

· September 2, de 2010 (CP/SA 1766/10), presentation on the Third Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies of the OAS member states. The Final Declaration and the conclusions and recommendations were distributed as document CP/INF.6092/10 add. 1.
· September 15, 2010 (CP/SA 1768/10), the Permanent Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 975 (1768/10), which granted permanent observer status to the Principality of Monaco.
· September 29, 2010 (CP/SA 1770/10), draft resolution “Program-Budget of the Organization for 2011 and Contributions to FEMCIDI” (CP/CAAP-3075/10). The Permanent Council decided to refer said draft resolution to the General Assembly for consideration at its fortieth special session, with the amendments approved to operative paragraphs 8 and 19.
· October 20, 2010 (CP/SA 1770/10), presentation by Dr. Mirta Roses, Director of the Pan American Health Organization, on the situation of older persons and healthy and active aging (CP/INF.6142/10)
· October 20, 2010 (CP/SA 1770/10), presentation by Mr. Mario López, Principal Specialist of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, on the human rights of older persons (CP/INF. 6143/10)
· October 20, 2010 (CP/SA 1770/10), presentation by Dr. Enrique Vega, Regional Adviser of the Pan American Health Organization, on the topic “Well-being and Aging: an inescapable challenge” (CP/INF. 6128/10)
· October 20, 2010 (CP/SA 1770/10), presentation by Mrs. Luz Ángela Melo, Representative of the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), “Demographic changes and their implications for public policies from a gender and human rights perspective (CP/INF. 6144/10)
· October 20, 2010 (CP/SA 1770/10), presentation by Mr. Dirk Jaspers of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), “Older persons and development in the Americas” (CP/INF.6131/10)
· October 20, 2010 (CP/SA 1770/10), presentation by Mrs. Fiona Clark, Representative of Helpage International, “An America that is safe for older persons” (CP/INF.6130/10)
· October 27, 2010 (CP/SA 1775/10), preliminary considerations on the implementation of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter” (CP/doc.4516/10)

· November 23, 2010 (CP/SA 1782/10), presentation on the launch of the Portal of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health in the Americas
· January 20, 2011 (CP/SA 1789/11), International Holocaust Remembrance Day, a day designated by the United Nations to commemorate the victims of the Nazi concentration camps
· February 18, 2010 (CP/SA 1791/11), the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), Ambassador Hugo de Zela, Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS, presented the draft resolution:  “Initiative for Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System” (CP/CAJP-2924/10 rev. 5), which had been drafted by the CAJP in collaboration with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. The Permanent Council adopted the draft resolution, which was subsequently published as document CP/RES. 981 (1791/11).
· March 16, 2011 (CP/SA. 1791/11), proposal by the Chair of the Permanent Council to fulfill the mandates contained in operative paragraphs 13 and 14 of resolution AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy:  Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter (CP/doc.4546/11 rev. 1).
· March 30, 2011 (CP/SA 1797/11), proposal by the Chair of the Permanent Council to fulfill the mandates contained in operative paragraphs 13 and 14 of resolution AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter (CP/doc.4546/11 rev. 1) and the preliminary draft schedule of meetings (CP/doc.4546/11 rev. 1, add. 1 rev. 1). The Permanent Council approved the methodology proposed by the Chair to initiate the process of dialogue on the effectiveness of implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter. The preliminary schedule of meetings was yet to be considered and approved.
· April 20, 2011 (CP/SA 1799/11), Fifteenth Quarterly Report of the Secretary General on the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (CP/INF.6225/11).
· April 20, 2011 (CP/SA 1799/11), report of the Secretary General on the Fund for Peace (January 1, 2009, to February 28, 2011) (CP/INF.6226/11).
· May 4, 2011 (CP/SA 1802/11), Commemoration of World Press Freedom Day.
· May 4, 2011 (CP/SA 1802/11), recognition of the Department of Information and Technology Services (DOITS), Secretariat of Administration and Finance, General Secretariat of the Organization, by Ambassador Javier Sancho, Permanent Observer of Spain.
· May 18, 2011 (CP/SA 1805/11), the Permanent Council approved resolution CP/RES. 985 (1805/11), which granted permanent observer status to the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

3.
Joint Meetings of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) 

· September 2, 2010 (CP/SA 1767/10), the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI met to install the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas and to elect its Chair. The Permanent Council and CEPCIDI elected Ambassador Hubert J. Charles, Permanent Representative of Dominica, by acclamation.

· October 1, 2010 (CP/SA 1771/10), held pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2495 (XXXIX-O/09): “Celebrating Fifty Years of Scholarship Awards: Reaffirming Support for the OAS Scholarship Program and Institutional Cooperation in Higher Education.” At that joint meeting, presentations were made by Ambassador Mauricio Cortes Costa, Executive Secretary for Integral Development; Dr. Helga Cuéllar Marchelli, Manager of the Education Section of the Salvadorian Foundation for Economic and Social Development; and Ms. Marie Levens, Director of the OAS Department of Human Development, Education, and Culture.
· November 18, 2010 (CP/SA 1781/10), held pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 909 (1576/06), “The Promotion of Agriculture and Rural Development in the Hemisphere.” At that joint meeting, presentations were made by Mr. David Hatch, IICA Representative in the United States; Ambassador Audrey Marks, Permanent Representative of Jamaica to the OAS; Ambassador Carmen Moreno, Executive Secretary of the CIM; Mrs. Petronila Morales Calgua, Vice President of the Rural Business Trade Association of Guatemala; and Mrs. Monique Pierre Finnigan, Director General of the Organization for the Rehabilitation of the Environment of Haiti. 

· March 23, 2011 (CP/SA 1796/11), held pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2468 (XXXIX-O/09), “Inter-American Year of Culture.” At that joint meeting, presentations were made by Ms. Celia Toppin, of the Ministry of Community Development and Culture of Barbados and Vice Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Culture; Ms. Lenore Yaffee García, Director of the Office of Education and Culture of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development of the OAS General Secretariat, Mr. Bernardo Roca-Rey, Vice Minister of Heritage and Cultural Industries, Ministry of Culture of Peru; and Mr. Carlos Argüello, Founder and Director of “Studio C,” in Guatemala.

· April 28, 2011 (CP/SA 1800/11), the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI met to receive the report on the work carried out by the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas during the period from September 2, 2010, to March 2, 2011. The presentation was made by the outgoing Chair, Ambassador Hubert J. Charles, Permanent Representative of Dominica. The meeting also elected, by acclamation, the delegation of Canada to serve as Chair of the Group for a period of six months, to end on October 28, 2011.

4.
Electoral and referendum observation reports (2010–2011)
The Permanent Council received a total of 10 reports on the results of electoral observation missions.

· July 7, 2010 (CP/SA 1761/10), Mr. Adam Blackwell, Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in the Dominican Republic, presented the report on the mission, which took place on May 16, 2010.

· July 7, 2010 (CP/SA 1761/10), the Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Suriname, Mrs. Irene Klinger, presented the report on the general elections held on May 26, 2010.

· July 7, 2010 (CP/SA 1761/10), Mr. Enrique Correa, Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation in Colombia, presented the report on the mission, which took place on May 16, 2010.  

· January 20, 2011 (CP/SA 1789/10), the Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission, Ambassador Frank Almaguer, presented the report on the elections held in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines on December 13, 2010.
· January 20, 2011 (CP/SA 1789/10), the Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Costa Rica, Mrs. María Emma Mejía, presented the report on the municipal elections held in Costa Rica on December 5, 2010.

· January 20, 2011 (CP/SA 1789/10), the Director of the Department of Electoral Cooperation and Observation of the General Secretariat, Mr. Pablo Gutiérrez, presented the report on the municipal elections held in Paraguay on November 7, 2010, on behalf of Chief of the Electoral Observation Mission, Mr. Enrique Ayala.
· February 18, 2011 (CP/SA 1791/11), Senator Miguel Abdón Saguier, Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Peru, presented the report on the regional and municipal elections and the referendum on the National Housing Fund, held on October 3, 2010.
· February 18, 2011 (CP/SA 1791/11), Ambassador Colin Granderson, Chief of the Joint OAS-CARICOM Electoral Observation Mission, presented a report on the first round of presidential and legislative elections, held in Haiti on November 28, 2010. 

· May 18, 2011 (CP/SA 1805/11), the Chief of the OAS Electoral Observation Mission in Peru, Mr. Dante Caputo, presented the report on the elections held in that country on April 10, 2011.

· May 25, 2011 (CP/SA 1808/11), Ambassador Colin Granderson, Chief of the Joint OAS-CARICOM Electoral Observation Mission, presented the report on the Haitian elections.

5. Elections entrusted to the Permanent Council
· Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) 

On September 15, 2010 (CP/SA 1768/10), pursuant to a mandate handed down by the General Assembly at its fortieth regular session, the Permanent Council proceeded to elect a member of the Board of Directors of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas.

At the outset of the election process, the Chair reported that the following candidacies had been received during the nomination period: Dr. Ernesto Pazmiño Granizo, proposed by the Government of Ecuador; and Dr. Santiago Pereira Campos, proposed by the Government of Uruguay. The Chair reminded the meeting that the election and the tallying of votes were governed by Article 74 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, and that consequently a vote of the majority of the member states was required for election.
Three rounds of voting were held, with the following results:

· First round:

· Dr. Ernesto Pazmiño Granizo (Ecuador): 14 votes

· Dr.  Santiago Pereira Campos (Uruguay): 15 votes

· One abstention
· Second round:

· Dr.  Ernesto Pazmiño Granizo (Ecuador): 13 votes

· Dr. Santiago Pereira Campos (Uruguay): 17 votes
· Third round:

· Dr.  Ernesto Pazmiño Granizo (Ecuador): 13 votes

· Dr. Santiago Pereira Campos (Uruguay): 17 votes
Since neither of the candidates received the required majority and, in accordance with the aforementioned Article 74, the Permanent Council suspended the election and decided to resume it two weeks later.

October 27, 2010 (CP/SA 1775/10), the Permanent Council proceeded with the election, the candidates for which were Dr. Ernesto Pazmiño Granizo, nominated by the Government of Ecuador, and Dr. Santiago Pereira Campos, nominated by the Government of Uruguay.

The result of the voting was 18 votes for Dr. Ernesto Pazmiño Granizo, of Ecuador, and 14 votes for Dr. Santiago Pereira Campos, of Uruguay.

Ernesto Pazmiño Granizo was therefore elected as a member of the Board of Directors of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas for a three-year term, which would begin on January 1, 2011.

· Election of a member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee 
On March 16, 2011 (CP/SA 1791/11), a member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee resigned (CP/doc.4538/11). The Chair of the Permanent Council informed the Council members that the Permanent Mission of Mexico had announced the resignation of Ambassador Jorge Palacios Treviño from the Inter-American Juridical Committee, for health reasons, and that to replace him. Mexico was nominating Mr. Fernando Gómez Mont-Urueta.
May 4, 2011 (CP/SA 1802/11), the Permanent Council, in accordance with article 101 of the Charter of the Organization of American States and articles 7 and 8 of the Statutes of the Interamerican Juridcal Committee, elected Mr. Fernando Gómez Mont-Urueta as a member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, by acclamation.

· Election of a member of the Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund Committee
On April 20, 2011 (CP/SA. 1799/11), the Permanent Council re-elected, by acclamation, the delegation of the United States as a member of the Leo S. Rowe Pan American Fund Committee for a term that would conclude at the end of December 2014.
6. Preparations and follow-up for sessions of the General Assembly and the Meeting of Consultation 
· Fortieth Special Session (Washington, D.C., September 30, 2010)

The Fortieth Special Session of the General Assembly was convened pursuant to the mandates established in General Assembly resolution CP/RES. 968 (1742/10), “Calendar for Consideration and Approval of the 2011 Program-Budget.”
Said resolution requested the Secretary General, in accordance with the provisions of resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXVIII-E/09), to present his proposed Program-Budget to the Preparatory Committee for that special session no later than ninety days prior to its opening date, in keeping with Article 90 of the General Standards, and responsive to the guidance that may emanate from the Fortieth Regular Session of the General Assembly, particularly with regard to the Program-Budget ceiling. 
The Preparatory Committee for the General Assembly held a meeting on September 29, 2010, to consider procedural matters related to the special session of the General Assembly convened by the Permanent Council in its resolution CP/RES. 968 (1742/10). 
On September 30, 2010, the General Assembly at its Fortieth Special Session adopted resolution AG/RES. 1 (XL-E/10) “Program/Budget of the Regular Fund of the Organization for 2011 and Contributions to FEMCIDI”.  The full text of the resolution can be accessed at: http://www.oas.org/consejo/GENERAL%20ASSEMBLY/40SGA.asp 
· Forty-First special session (Washington, D. C., June 1, 2011)

The Forty-First Special Session of the General Assembly was convened pursuant to the mandates contained in resolution CP/RES. 986 (1806/11), “Situation in Honduras.”
In said resolution, the Permanent Council resolved to convene a Forty-First Special Session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS), to be held at the headquarters of the General Secretariat of the Organization on Wednesday, June 1, 2011, so that it might adopt such decisions as it deemed appropriate, regarding the lifting of the suspension of the right of Honduras to participate in the OAS, in accordance with the Charter of the Organization of American States and with the Inter-American Democratic Charter.

On June 1, 2011, the General Assembly at its Forty-First Special Session adopted resolution AG/RES. 1 (XLI-E/11) “Participation of Honduras in the Organization of American States”, the full text of which can be accessed at:
http://www.oas.org/consejo/sp/AG/41SGA.asp
· Forty-First Regular Session (San Salvador, El Salvador, June 5 to 7, 2011)

In preparing for the Forty-First Regular Session of the General Assembly, the Permanent Council considered seventy nine (79) draft resolutions and one (1) draft declaration recommended by its Permanent Committees and Working Groups. Out of the total number of draft resolutions and declaration considered, seventy (70) draft resolutions and one draft declaration have the consensus of the Member States. Member States were not able to conclude deliberations on nine (9) draft resolutions and the Permanent Council recommends that further deliberations be carried out during the Forty-First Regular Session of the General Assembly.

The draft resolutions still to be considered are:
1. Climate Change in the Countries of the Hemisphere (AG/doc. 5214/11)
This draft resolution was negotiated in the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI). Although this is a consensus text, the Delegation of Mexico had expressed  its desire to conduct further consultations in view of the on the text of the footnotes placed by Delegation of Bolivia.
2. Draft Inter-American Convention Against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance (AG/doc. 5213/11)
This draft resolution was presented by the delegations of Antigua and Barbuda, Belize, Brazil, and Costa Rica, and co-sponsored by the delegations of Guyana, Peru, and Saint Kitts and Nevis. The draft resolution was adopted ad referendum of the Delegation of Ecuador. 
3. Strengthening of the Inter-American Defense Board  (AG/doc. 5206/11)
This draft resolution was agreed upon at the Permanent Council meeting held on May 18, 2011, ad referendum of the Delegation of Argentina.
4. Inter-American Defense Board (AG/doc. 5207/11), proposed by the Delegation of Argentina
This draft resolution was submitted by the Delegation of Argentina and was considered in the framework of the Committee on Hemispheric Security.
This draft resolution contains the following proposals from the Delegations of Peru and Chile:
· Preambular paragraph 5: new paragraph proposed by Peru
· Preambular paragraph 6: new paragraph proposed by Chile 
· Operative paragraph 1: alternate language proposed by Peru
5. Protecting Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms while Countering Terrorism (AG/doc. 5212/11)
This draft resolution was submitted by the Delegation of Mexico and co-sponsored by the Delegation of Argentina. The draft resolution was agreed by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 25, 2011, ad referendum of the Delegation of Bolivia
6. Protection of Asylum Seekers and Refugees in the Americas  (AG/doc. 5208/11)
This draft resolution, which was presented by the Delegation of Argentina and considered by the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs, has the following paragraphs pending:
· Preambular paragraph 7: approved ad referendum of the delegations of Costa Rica and Canada
· Operative paragraph 7: the original paragraph is supported by Colombia and Canada – and, in the interest of consensus, by Costa Rica, Mexico and the Dominican Republic. The alternative proposal by Ecuador is supported by Venezuela. 
· Operative paragraph 8: there is one original paragraph and one alternative proposal by Ecuador.
· Operative paragraph 9: there is one original paragraph and one alternative proposal by Ecuador.
7. Strengthening of Human Rights Systems pursuant to the mandates arising from the Summits of the Americas (AG/doc. 5209/11)
This draft resolution was considered at the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs. The following aspects are pending agreement:
· Title
· Preambular paragraphs 4, 6, 8, and 9
· Operative paragraph 1e
· Operative paragraph 3b
· Operative paragraph 3d
· Operative paragraph 5
8. Right to Freedom of Thought and Expression and the Importance of the Media (AG/doc. 5211/11)
This draft resolution was submitted by the Delegation of the United States and co-sponsored by the delegations of Canada and Panama and was discussed at the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs. The following paragraphs are pending agreement:
· Operative paragraph 6
· Operative paragraph 7
· Operative paragraph 8 
· Operative paragraph 9 
· Operative paragraph 11 
· Operative paragraph 12 
9. Promotion of the Rights to Freedom of Assembly and of Association in the Americas (AG/doc. 5210/11)
This draft resolution was submitted by the Delegation of the United States and co-sponsored by the delegations of Canada, Mexico, Panama, and Chile to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs. The Delegation of Venezuela submitted proposals which, with the agreement of this Committee, were incorporated into the draft resolution. The entire text of this draft resolution is pending consideration...
Documents AG/doc.5217/11 add. 2 and add. 3 contain the draft resolutions and declarations considered and agreed on by the Permanent Council for transmittal to the General Assembly.
· Twenty-sixth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs (Washington, D. C., December 7, 2010)

The Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs was convened pursuant to the mandates contained in resolution CP/RES. 979 (1780/10), with regard to the “Situation in the Border Area between Costa Rica and Nicaragua.”
In said resolution, the Permanent Council resolved to convene a Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs at the headquarters of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States in Washington, D.C., at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, December 7, 2010, in order to:
· Hear the report of the Secretary General and consider the situation in the border area between Costa Rica and Nicaragua; and 
· Agree on appropriate measures to be adopted.
On December 7, 2010, the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs adopted resolution RC.26/RES. 1/10 “Resolution on the situation between Costa Rica and Nicaragua”, the full text of which can be accessed at: 

http://www.oas.org/consejo/MEETINGS%20OF%20CONSULTATION/XXVI%20meeting%20cosulation.asp 
CHAPTER III
DECLARATIONS AND RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 

(July 7, 2010–May 24, 2011)
The full texts of the declarations and resolutions adopted by the Permanent Council during the July 7, 2010, to May 24, 2011, period can be accessed through the following hyperlinks:

http://www.oas.org/consejo/resolutions/resolutions2010.asp 
http://www.oas.org/consejo/resolutions/resolutions2011.asp 

2010
	CP/DEC. 46 (1775/10)
	Declaration of the Permanent Council on the Passing of the Prime Minister of Barbados, the Honorable David John Howard Thompson, Q.C., M.P. (Adopted at its session held on October 27, 2010)

	CP/DEC. 47 (1775/10)
	Declaration by the Permanent Council on the Passing of Mr. Nestor Carlos Kirchner, Former President of Argentina (Adopted at its session held on October 27, 2010)

	CP/RES. 972 (1761/10)
	Rules of Procedure of the Specific Fund for the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties to the Protocol of San Salvador (Adopted at the meeting held on July 7, 2010)

	CP/RES. 973 (1761/10)
	Date of the Third Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies (Adopted at the meeting held on July 7, 2010)

	CP/RES. 974 (1768/10)
	First Technical Meeting of the Network for Legal Cooperation in the Area of Family and Child Law within the Framework of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA) (Approved at the meeting of September 15, 2010) 

	CP/RES. 975 (1768/10)
	Granting to the Principality of Monaco the Status of Permanent Observer to the Organization of American States (Approved at the meeting of September 15, 2010)

	CP/RES. 976 (1770/10)
	Fourth Meeting of the Forum on Confidence and Security-Building Measures (Adopted at the meeting held on September 29, 2010)

	CP/RES. 977 (1772/10)
	Situation in the Republic of Ecuador (Approved at the special session held on September 30, 2010)

	CP/RES. 978 (1777/10)
	Situation in the Border Area between Costa Rica and Nicaragua (Adopted at the meeting held on November 12, 2010)

	CP/RES. 979 (1780/10)
	Convocation of the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs to Assess the “Situation in the Border Area between Costa Rica and Nicaragua” (Adopted at the meeting held on November 18, 2010)

	CP/RES. 980 (1782/10)
	Smoke-free Environment Policy at the Headquarters of the Organization of American States 


2011
	CP/DEC. 48 (1790/11)
	Declaration of the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States in Support of Haiti (Adopted at its session held on January 26, 2011)

	CP/RES. 981 (1791/11)
	Initiative for Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System (Approved at the meeting held on February 18, 2011)

	CP/RES. 982 (1797/11)
	Update of Costs of Conferences and Meetings Funded by the OAS (Approved at the meeting held on March 30, 2011)

	CP/RES. 983 (1797/11)
	Amendment of Resolution CP/RES. 965 (1733/09) on the Costing Process for Resolutions to be Referred to the General Assembly for Consideration  (Approved at the meeting held on March 30, 2011)

	CP/RES. 984 (1804/11)
	Invitations to the Forty-first Regular Session of the General Assembly (Adopted at the meeting held on May 13, 2011)

	CP/RES. 985 (1805/11)
	Granting to the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia the Status of Permanent Observer to the Organization of American States (Approved at the meeting held on May 18, 2011)

	CP/RES. 986 (1806/11)
	Situation in Honduras (Approved at the meeting held on May 24, 2011)


CHAPTER IV

MEMBERSHIP AND OFFICERS OF THE COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, THE MEETING OF CONSULTATION,
AND THE PERMANENT COUNCIL
A.
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
· PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Chair:  The Chair of the Permanent Council
Vice Chair:  The Vice Chair of the Permanent Council
One representative of each member state
· Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure

Chair – El Salvador
Ambassador Joaquín A. Maza Martelli
· Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters

Chair – Dominican Republic
Ambassador Virgilio Alcántara
· Working Group to Consider the Draft Declaration and Plan of Action of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas 
Chair – El Salvador
B.
MEETINGS OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
· TWENTY-FOURTH MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
Chair:
Brazil
· Committee on Follow-up on the Twenty-fourth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs (Rio Treaty)
Chair: Brazil
[Open to the states parties to the Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal Assistance (Rio Treaty)]
· TWENTY-FIFTH MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
Chair:
Dominican Republic

Carlos Morales Troncoso
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs

· TWENTY-SIXTH MEETING OF CONSULTATION OF MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Chair:  Guyana

             Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett


Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade, and International Cooperation

C.
PERMANENT COUNCIL
CHAIRS AND VICE CHAIRS
/
	Term
	Chair
	Vice Chair

	July-September 2010
	Ambassador María Isabel Salvador (Ecuador)
	Ambassador Joaquín A. Maza Martelli (El Salvador)


	October-December 2010
	Ambassador Joaquín A. Maza Martelli (El Salvador)
	Ambassador María Isabel Salvador (Ecuador)


	January – March 2011
	Ambassador Carmen Lomellin  (United States)
	Ambassador Hubert J. Charles (Dominica)

	April – June 2011
	Ambassador Gillian M.S. Bristol (Grenada)


	Ambassador José Enrique Castillo Barrantes (Costa Rica) 



WORKING GROUPS
· Ad Hoc Group to Prepare the Program to Commemorate the Birth of the Liberator Simón Bolívar
Bolivia
Colombia
Ecuador
Panama
Peru
Venezuela
PERMANENT COMMITTEES AND THEIR WORKING GROUPS
GENERAL COMMITTEE
Chair:  The Chair of the Permanent Council

Vice Chair:  The Vice Chair of the Permanent Council 

COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS
Chair: Ambassador Hugo de Zela
Permanent Representative of Peru
Vice Chair: Ambassador Guillermo Cochez 
Permanent Representative of Panama
Second Vice Chair: Elizabeth Moreano
Alternate Representative of Ecuador
· Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Chair:  Ambassador Guillermo Cochez
Permanent Representative of Panama
Vice Chair: Francisco Barreiro 
Alternate Representative of Paraguay
· Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance
Chair:  Danilo González Ramírez
Alternate Representative of Costa Rica 

Vice Chair: Joy-Dee Davis-Lake

Alternate Representative of Antigua and Barbuda
COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY
Chair: Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klee
Permanent Representative of Guatemala
Vice Chairs
Héctor Agustín Ortega Nieto, Alternate Representative of Mexico
Giovanni A. Snidle, Alternate Representative of United States
Carlos A. Rodríguez, Alternate Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela 

· Informal Group to Reflect on the Issue of the Inter-American Defense Board
Chair: César Edgardo Martínez Flores 
Alternate Representative of El Salvador
COMMITTEE ON INTER-AMERICAN SUMMITS MANAGEMENT AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION IN OAS ACTIVITIES
Chair: Ambassador Luis Hoyos Aristizabal
Permanent Representative of Colombia

Vice Chair: Ambassador Neil Parsan 
Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago
COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY AFFAIRS
Chair:  Ambassador Virgilio Alcántara
Permanent Representative of Dominican Republic

First Vice Chair: Luis Alberto del Castillo 
Alternate Representative of Mexico
Second Vice Chair: Dr. Nicola Virgill-Rolle 
Alternate Representative of Bahamas
SPECIAL COMMITTEES

· SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON MIGRATION ISSUES

Chair: Ambassador Bernardino Hugo Saguier
Permanent Representative of Paraguay
Vice Chair: Danilo González 
Alternate Representative of Costa Rica
PERMANENT COUNCIL/CEPCIDI

· Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas

From October 2010 to March 2011

Chair: Ambassador Hubert J. Charles 

Permanent Representative of Dominica

Vice Chairs: Canada, Colombia, Dominican Republic, and United States 

From March to September 2011

Chair: Canada

Vice Chairs: Canada, Colombia, Dominica, and United States 

· Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance
Chair: Ana Pastorino 

Alternate Representative of Argentina
D.
ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS OF THE COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, THE MEETING OF CONSULTATION, AND THE PERMANENT COUNCIL
	GENERAL ASSEMBLY:
	

	
	

	Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly

	AG/CP

	Subcommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Matters

	AG/CP/SUB.AAP

	Subcommittee on Agenda and Procedure

	AG/CP/SUB.TP

	Working Group to Consider the Draft Declaration and Plan of Action of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas

	AG/CP/GTDSS

	MEETING OF CONSULTATION:
	

	
	

	Meetings of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs


	RC

	Committee on Follow-up on the Twenty-fourth Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs (Rio Treaty)
	CS/TIAR
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	General Committee
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	Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs


	CP/CAJP

	Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 


	GT/DADIN

	Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance


	CAJP/GT/RDI

	Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs


	CP/CAAP

	Committee on Hemispheric Security


	CP/CSH

	Informal Group to Reflect on the Issue of the Inter-American Defense Board 

	CSH/GTI/JID

	Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities


	CP/CISC


	Special Committee on Migration Issues


	CE/AM


	PERMANENT COUNCIL/CEPCIDI


	

	Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas
	GTC/CASA

	Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance

	GTC/DAH
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�.	Article 18 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council.








�.	Charter of the Organization of American States, Chapter XII, Article 80.


�.	Ibid., Article 81, and Statutes of the Permanent Council, Article 6.


�.	Ibid., Article 82.


�.	Ibid., Article 83.


�.	Ibid., Article 84.


�.	Ibid., Article 91.


�.	Article 115, OAS Charter; and Article 8, Statutes of the Permanent Council.


�.	The full text of the records of the meetings held from June to December 2010 is available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/consejo/Register2010.asp" ��http://www.oas.org/consejo/Register2010.asp� , and that of the records of the meetings held from January to May 2011, at � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/consejo/Register2011.asp" ��http://www.oas.org/consejo/Register2011.asp� . 


�.	Article 5 of the Statutes of the Permanent Council provides:  The office of Chair of the Permanent Council shall be held by each of the principal representatives in turn, following the alphabetical order in Spanish of the names of their respective countries. The office of Vice Chair shall be filled in the same way, following the reverse alphabetical order.  Article 6 provides:  The Chair and Vice Chair shall hold office for a term of three months. These terms shall begin automatically on the first day of each quarter of the calendar year.  Article 7 provides:  In the event of the temporary absence or disability of the Chair, the Vice Chair shall replace him/her and, in the event of the absence or disability of both of them, the principal representative of greatest seniority shall preside.  If for any reason the country to which the Chair corresponds does not have a principal representative, the Vice Chair shall serve as Chair until a principal representative of that country joins the Council.  If during a term or part thereof a country to which the Chair or Vice Chair corresponds does not have a principal representative, that term shall not be interrupted. Once it has ended, the Chair or Vice Chair shall go to the following country, in accordance with the order established in Article 5.
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