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I.
INTRODUCTION

The General Committee, pursuant to Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, was installed at the regular meeting of the Permanent Council held on July 13, 2011. Composed of one representative from each member state, it was chaired by the Chair of the Permanent Council, as provided in Article 15 of those Rules of Procedure.

The Committee began its work on November 28, 2011, under the chairmanship of Ambassador Barney Karran, Permanent Representative of Guyana to the Organization of American States (OAS). From January to March 2012, it was chaired by Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti, and from April to June 2012, by Ambassador Rosa Bautista, Permanent Representative of Honduras.


In accordance with Article 32 of the Rule of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Chair of the General Committee hereby presents the following report on its activities in the 2011-2012 term.

II.
WORKING MEETINGS


In the period covered by this report, the Committee held nine meetings, considered six annual reports, eight reports on follow-up to the mandates of resolutions assigned to the Committee, and received 20 draft resolutions.


Described below are the activities and actions carried out by the Committee in implementation of the mandates assigned by the Permanent Council and in the Work Plan of the Committee (CP/CG-1888/12 rev. 2).

III.
MANDATES

A.
EXAMINATION OF ANNUAL REPORTS OF ORGANS, AGENCIES, AND ENTITIES OF THE ORGANIZATION 
/
The Committee examined six of the seven annual reports assigned:
/
1. Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

2. Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)

3. Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

4. Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

5. Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

6. Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)


Pursuant to the instructions of the Permanent Council, the General Committee began its consideration of the organs’ annual reports on March 6 of this year under the chairmanship of His Excellency Ambassador Duly Brutus, Permanent Representative of Haiti, and concluded it on April 10, 2012, under the chairmanship of His Excellency Leonidas Rosa Bautista, Permanent Representative of Honduras. 

The schedule for considering the annual reports was as follows:

March 6, 2012: 

Consideration of the annual reports of the CIM and the TRIBAD

March 20, 2012: 
Consideration of the annual reports of PAHO, the IIN, and the PAIGH

April 10, 2012:

Consideration of the annual report of CITEL 

The following sections summarize the observations and recommendations on those annual reports made by the delegations:

1. Annual Report of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) (CP/doc.4696/12)

On March 20, 2012, the General Committee welcomed Dr. Mirta Roses Periago, Director of PAHO, who summarized that Organization’s Annual Report to the General Assembly and underscored the key role of health in the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and of efforts to alleviate human suffering. 

During the discussion of the aforementioned report, delegates stressed the importance of the health-related activities of PAHO in the countries of the Hemisphere, pursuant to that Organization’s purposes and objectives. 

Dr. Roses listed progress made in the region in respect of MDGs most directly related to health:  Target C of Goal 1 (eradicate hunger), MDG 4 (reduce the under-five mortality rate), MDG 5 (improve maternal health), MDG 6 (combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases), targets C and D of MDG 7 (targets and indicators relating to water and sanitation); and MDG 8, Target E (target and indicators of MDG 8 relating to access to essential drugs). 

She also mentioned a number of different facets of activities carried out by PAHO in 2011, such as: 

a. Planning, programming, and training, including programs for responding to cholera outbreaks, flooding, and other emergencies.

b. Intersectoral activities, with the participation of civil society and government authorities.

c. Traditional maternal and child health programs; health promotion; and vaccination, particularly the annual Vaccination Week in the Americas, now in its ninth year, which has brought vaccination to 41 million people in 43 countries.

d. The new initiatives undertaken in response to the MDGs.

The delegates emphasized the need to focus more intensely on the problem of maternal and neonatal mortality, which constitute two of the MDGs regarding which the region lags most, especially in poorer and more vulnerable rural areas. Much was said about the vicious circle in which economic growth and health, in conjunction with social development, are mutually reinforcing. Because of that, it was essential to keep close tabs on economic cycles, because downturns exacerbated the vulnerability of the poorest. 
The delegations thanked Dr. Roses for her presentation of the report and expressed their appreciation of PAHO’s technical cooperation and its support of activities aimed at achieving the MDGs. The Secretary General thanked PAHO for its important work on behalf of the peoples of the Americas and paid tribute to Dr. Roses’s excellent record as Director of that Organization for the past 10 years,

The Committee agreed to forward the annual report to the Permanent Council for the purposes envisaged in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, along with the recommendations contained therein.

2. Annual Report of the Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD) (CP/doc.4683/12) 

On March 6, 2012, the Committee reviewed the annual report of TRIBAD. Ms. Mercedes Carrillo, Secretary of the Administrative Tribunal, presented its Annual Report and noted that April 2011 marked the fortieth anniversary of that body. Speaking about the tribunal’s jurisdiction, she noted that its jurisdiction had been extended to IICA and that a project was underway to extend the jurisdiction to CARICOM. 

Ms. Carrillo underscored the importance of TRIBAD being able to safeguard the privilege of the Organization’s immunity vis-à-vis the jurisdiction of local courts, and referred to the important historical heritage of TRIBAD and to the fact that its jurisprudence is constantly being cited in judgments of other courts.

She also spoke about the modernization that TRIBAD was undergoing, including the use of new technologies for videoconferencing sessions and the updating of the database, to facilitate different search patterns.

Ms. Carrillo forwarded the following requests made by the members of the Tribunal:

a. Inclusion of the topic “Amendments to the Statute of the Tribunal” on the agenda of the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly.

b. The adoption, in accordance with Article 4 of the Statute of the Tribunal, of this revised proposal for amendments to the Statute of the Tribunal, which entails no budgetary implications.

The Committee thanked TRIBAD for the timely presentation of the report and decided to submit it in due course to the Permanent Council for the purposes contemplated in Article 91 f of the OAS Charter.

3. Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4685/12)

At its meeting of March 6, 2012, the General Committee considered the annual report of the CIM to the General Assembly, which was presented by the Executive Secretary of the CIM, Ambassador Carmen Moreno. 

Ambassador Moreno reported that the CIM had fulfilled the three General Assembly mandates of a general, continuous, and permanent nature and 18 of the 24 specific mandates of its Executive Committee.  She also noted that the remaining six mandates were in the process of being implemented. 

Among the CIM’s main achievements over 2011, she spoke of the following: 

a. Adoption of the CIM Strategic Plan for 2011-2016.

b. Third Hemispheric Forum on Women’s Leadership for a Citizens’ Democracy.

c. Round table on Citizen Security and Human Rights, held during the forty-first regular session of the OAS General Assembly.

d. Creation of the Regional Working Group on Women’s Full Citizenship for Democracy, established at the First Hemispheric Forum on Women’s Leadership for a Citizens’ Democracy.

e. Fourth Meeting of Ministers or Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in Member States (REMIM IV).

f. First High-Level Intersectoral Dialogue between Labor Ministries and National Mechanisms for the Advancement of Women. 

The recommendations made in the CIM’s Annual Report included the following:

a. Work to bring domestic law and public policies into line with the international agreements on women’s human rights, particularly the Convention of Belém do Pará.

b. Follow up on Article 26 of the Declaration of San Salvador,
/ in order to further economic and social recovery with sustainable development, decent work, and inclusion.

c. Analyzing the relationship between the two global pandemics of HIV/AIDS and violence against women in policies and programming. 

Ambassador Moreno asked the donor countries and member states to continue to support the Secretary General to ensure that the institutionalization of the rights-based approach and gender equality remained firm and suffered no setbacks. 

After hearing the presentation, the delegations underscored the importance of the recommendation for promoting a greater alignment between domestic legislation and public policies and the provisions of international agreements on women’s human rights; they also noted the urgent need to conclude the second MESECVI report within a reasonable time. 

They spoke of the advantages of the working method used by the CIM to follow up on the mandates and of the need to raise the profile of the gender issue on the OAS web site. 

They suggested drafting an omnibus resolution for matters related to women, in order to strengthen the topic and seek out greater efficiency in the negotiation of resolutions and allocation of mandates.

The delegation of the Dominican Republic thanked the CIM for its support in organizing the event with presidential candidates held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, on March 7 and 8 (“2012 Presidential Elections:  Real Equality between Women and Men in Electoral Programs) and the Second Hemispheric Forum, “Women’s Political Citizenship for Democracy,” which is to take place in mid-2012.

The Committee applauded the actions taken to promote and disseminate the image of the CIM and its relations with other agencies of the inter-American system and the United Nations system, with other regional and international agencies and organizations, and with civil society organizations.

The Committee also thanked the CIM for the timely presentation of its report and for meeting the requirements set by the Rules of Procedure and resolutions of the General Assembly, and it agreed to take note of the observations and recommendations offered by the distinguished representatives on the CIM’s Annual Report and to request that they be conveyed in due course to the consideration of the Permanent Council in order to meet the terms of Article 91.f of the Charter.

Ambassador Moreno’s presentation may be found in document (CP/CG-1890/12).

4. Annual Report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4682/12)

On April 10, 2012, the General Committee heard the presentation given by Mr. Clovis Baptista, Executive Secretary of CITEL, on the Commission’s annual report to the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly.

Mr. Baptista described the work carried out by CITEL during 2011, with particular reference to the following:

a. Identification of the impact of ICTs on the environment and climate change, and consideration of how to manage telecommunications in the event of a disaster.

b. Preparation of inter-American proposals for the World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT).

c. Review of termination rates on mobile networks.

d. Study of international internet connectivity in the Americas.

e. Study of international roaming services.

f. Work on the theft of mobile terminal equipment.

g. Rights of telecommunications service users.

h. Continuation of telehealth care activities in the Americas. 

i. Program to build institutional capacities for gender mainstreaming in the Americas, among others.

Mr. Clovis also identified CITEL’s priority topics for the 2012 – 2014 period. These are concentrated in the following five areas:

a. Deployment of technologies and services; including expanded coverage in rural, isolated, and neglected areas; improving international internet connectivity; expanding the supply of broadband fixed/mobile access; and the transition of broadcasting from analog television to digital television.

b. Policy and regulatory issues, with particular emphasis on the impact of technological change on the current legal and regulatory framework; on the efficient use of the frequency spectrum and satellite orbit resources in the region; on matters related to international roaming; on the single toll-free helpline number for children in the Americas; and on protecting users’ rights.

c. Security in ICT use, emphasizing cybersecurity, vulnerability assessments, and the protection of critical infrastructure.

d. ICTs and climate change, focusing on the use of ICTs to counteract the effects of climate change; and dealing with electrical/electronic refuse (e-waste).

e. Telecommunications in emergency situations, related to the use of ICTs in prevention, mitigation, assistance, and rescue activities. 

The Committee thanked CITEL for its work and decided to refer the report to the consideration of the Permanent Council for the purposes set forth in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

Clovis Baptista’s presentation may be found in document CP/CG-1907/12.

5. Annual Report of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) (CP/doc.4692/12)
At its meeting of March 20, 2012, the General Committee heard a presentation on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Children’s Institute by Ms. María de los Dolores Aguilar Marmolejo, Director General of the IIN. Ms. Aguilar noted the following activities carried out by the IIN over the 2011 – 2012 period:

a. The holding of workshops for building institutional capacities.

b. The preparation and adoption of the Plan of Action for the 2011-2015 period, with the following priority lines of action:  (1) early childhood, (2) assistance for children and adolescents at times of natural disasters and emergencies, and (3) juvenile criminal justice.

c. The holding of the third specific meeting on assistance for children and adolescents at times of natural disasters and emergencies in Bogotá, Colombia.

d. The 86th regular meeting of the Directing Council.

e. The IIN’s participation at political meetings and technical forums within the OAS framework.

f. The regional seminar “Public Policies for Comprehensive Protection of Early Childhood from a Rights Perspective,” which was attended by representatives from Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Jamaica, Panama, and Uruguay.

g. Activities related to the Inter-American Program for the Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors, regarding which Ms. Aguilar noted in particular:  (1) the gathering and updating of information on the topic of the commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents in the region and making it available to the states parties, (2) the creation of information and knowledge on the topic of the commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents to help the states parties in the design and implementation of their policies and actions intended to deal with this problem, and (3) human resource training and specialized technical assistance for the states parties.

h. The activities carried out and training courses held by the IIN on topics related to the international abduction of children and adolescents; the promotion and protection of the rights of children and adolescents in the inter-American system; public policies on childhood; the Rights Monitoring System; registration of births and the right to identity; the media and the rights of children; and the Program to promote and defend the human rights of children and adolescents in the Americas, among others.

The delegations congratulated the Inter-American Children’s Institute on its activities and recognized the importance of the 2011 – 2015 Plan of Action. They noted the progress made in consolidating and furthering the Inter-American Program for the Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors. They also noted the creation of the IIN’s Working Group, made up of its board and six representatives from the subregions, which has enabled it to establish strategic guidelines and innovative methods for the pursuit of the Institute’s tasks. 

The Committee thanked Ms. Aguilar for her presentation and decided to refer the report, along with the relevant recommendations offered by the delegations, for consideration by the Permanent Council for the purposes set forth in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

Ms. María de los Dolores Aguilar Marmolejo’s presentation may be found in document CP/CG-1904/12.

6. Annual Report of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH) (CP/doc.4693/12)

At the meeting of March 20, 2012, Dr. Santiago Borrero, Secretary General of the PAIGH, presented the Committee with the Annual Report of the PAIGH.  He referred to some of the scientific and capacity-building activities carried out by the Institute, notably: 

a. The Third School on Reference Systems in Heredia, Costa Rica.

b. The workshops on Data Integration and Technical Training for Central America held in Costa Rica and El Salvador, which were attended by technicians from the seven Central American countries and from Mexico and the United States.

c. The Latin American Geospatial Network (GeoSur), which involves 35 agencies and integrates web mapping services from more than 60 servers, 30 map viewers, and 10 catalogues containing more than 15,000 references to metadata.

d. The International Seminar “A Comparative History of Women in the Americas”, held at the headquarters of CIALC-UNAM in Mexico City.

e. The digital publication of its periodicals and occasional publications.

f. The training and support activities carried out at the PAIGH’s national section in Haiti, which included: (1) the course “Application of Spatial Data Infrastructures to Manage Natural Risks and Emergencies,” conducted by the National Geographical Institute of Spain with logistical and technical support from the PAIGH; (2) the IHO/PAIGH workshop on “Hydrography and Nautical Cartography”; and (3) the awarding of scholarships for attendance at courses and specialization programs.

Dr. Borrero presented the PAIGH’s spending on scientific and operational activities, together with the percentage of the budget allocated to technical assistance projects and publications.

The Committee noted the Institute’s efforts to maintain a high level of operational execution, in light of the OAS’s financial situation. It also thanked the Institute for its work in such important areas as climate change, territorial ordering, and natural disaster response and prevention.

The Committee resolved to refer the report, along with the relevant recommendations offered by the delegations, for consideration by the Permanent Council for the purposes set forth in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

Dr. Borrero’s presentation may be found in document CP/CG-1905/12.

B.
REPORTS ON FOLLOW-UP TO MANDATES OF RESOLUTIONS ASSIGNED TO THE GENERAL COMMITTEE 
/
1. AG/RES. 2682 (XLI-O/11), “Consumer Protection:  Consolidation of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health and Creation of an Inter-American Rapid Product Safety Warning System” (operative paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 6, and 8)

In the resolution, the General Secretariat is requested: (1) “to continue its coordination with PAHO and other international organizations to consolidate the Network for Consumer Safety and Health [RCSS] in the region and to position the OAS as an important actor at the global level in the area of consumer product safety…”; (2) “to design and implement the Inter-American Rapid Product Safety Warning System (IAPSWS)”; (3) ”to promote and implement cooperation agreements with subregional agencies for the creation of the IAPSWS, so as to build upon the progress made by those organizations and not to duplicate efforts in the field of consumer product safety; (4) “in collaboration with international consumer protection organizations, to design a plan for fostering participation by civil society and other stakeholders in building the IAPSWS”; and (5) “to establish a specific fund of voluntary contributions, to be called the “Consumer Safety and Health Fund,” that will support measures to consolidate the RCSS and be administered by the Department of Social Development and Employment.” 

At the meeting of the Committee held on March 20, 2012, Dr. Evelyn Jacir de Lovo presented the report of the General Secretariat on the results of the consolidation of the Network for Consumer Health and Safety and Creation of an Inter-American Rapid Product Safety Warning System, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2682 (XLI-O/11), which was distributed as document CP/CG-1891/12 corr.1.

Dr. Lovo’s presentation may be found in document CP/CG-1903/12.

2. AG/RES. 2684 (XLI-O/11), “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere” (operative paragraph 2)


The draft report of the Permanent Council on Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere was presented at the meeting of the Committee held on March 20, 2012. At the meeting of April 10, 2012, the Committee decided to submit the draft report to the Permanent Council with the recommendation that it be approved and presented to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session, in implementation of the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2684 (XLI-O/11). The draft report may be found in document CP/CG-1896/12 rev. 1.

3. AG/RES. 2685 (XLI-O/11), “Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women” (operative paragraphs 2 and 3)


In this resolution, the General Assembly reiterates to the Secretary General to provide “the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) … with adequate human and financial resources to strengthen its capacity to carry out its growing number of mandates …” and urges him: (1) “to include in the request for resources CIM projects and programs among the priorities presented to external donors for funding”; and (2) “to invite member states and permanent observers, as well as individuals and national or international organizations, whether public or private, that wish to do so, to make voluntary contributions to support the development and implementation of CIM projects and programs.”


At the meeting of the Committee held on March 6, 2012, Ambassador Carmen Moreno, Executive Secretary of the CIM, presented the Report of the Secretary General on the Implementation of Resolution AG/RES. 2685 (XLI-O/11), “Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women, which was distributed as document CP/doc.4688/12.


Ambassador Moreno’s presentation may be found in document CP/CG-1890/12. 

4. AG/RES. 2686 (XLI-O/11), “Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors” (operative paragraphs 3, 6, and 12)


By this resolution, the Secretary General is instructed “to continue coordinating the implementation of this program directly with the IIN [Inter-American Children’s Institute], the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, and, where appropriate, the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), especially by promoting the implementation of a coordinated information system that includes technical data on which to base joint decision-making …” 


And the IIN is requested (1) “to work jointly with the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security to develop and implement the measures contained in the Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere”; and (2) “to continue to provide advice to member states, when requested, to support their efforts to adopt or amend their domestic legislation, regulations, and procedures to combat commercial sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors, including legislation on travel authorizations and migration control, as well as in training and technical assistance to national committees and to other entities that seek to prevent and eradicate this crime, protect victims, and enforce the law.”


At the meeting of the Committee held on March 20, 2012, Ms. María de los Dolores Aguilar Marmolejo, Director General of the IIN, presented the Report on Follow-up to the Mandates of Resolution AG/RES. 2686 (XLI-O/11), “Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors,” which was distributed as document CP/CG-1893/12.


Ms. Aguilar’s presentation may be found in document CP/CG-1904/12.

5. AG/RES. 2689 (XLI-O/11), “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality” (operative paragraphs 2, 3, and 5)

In that resolution, the General Assembly supports the efforts of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) “at follow-up and implementation of the IAP, including measures and recommendations for continued gender mainstreaming in the ministerial meetings on labor, justice, education, social development, science and technology, and sustainable development …”.

It reiterates its request to the Permanent Council “to continue its efforts to integrate a gender perspective into the work of its special committees, working groups, resolutions, activities, and initiatives, as the case may be, to ensure that they benefit women and men on an equal and equitable basis.”

And it urges the Secretary General to: (1) “Convene the Fourth Meeting of Ministers or Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women (REMIM IV), to be held in the last quarter of 2011 at OAS headquarters;” (2) “Continue, with support from the CIM, promoting and working on full implementation of the IAP so as to achieve integration of a gender perspective into all OAS programs, activities, and policies;” (3) “Request the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to include in their annual reports to the General Assembly their initiatives to mainstream the gender perspective into their policies, programs, projects, and activities; and to forward that information to the CIM so that it may be included in the annual report to the General Assembly that is drawn up pursuant to this resolution;” and (4) “Continue to implement, with the support of the CIM, the OAS Gender Program and to give priority, when allocating external resources, to activities that facilitate its expansion.”

At the meeting of the Committee held on March 6, 2012, Ambassador Carmen Moreno, Executive Secretary of the CIM, presented the “Report of the Secretary General on the Implementation of the ‘Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality’ Pursuant to Resolution AG/RES. 2689 (XLI-O/11),” which was distributed as document CP/doc.4686/12. 

Ambassador Moreno’s presentation may be found in document CP/CG-1890/12.

6. AG/RES. 2692 (XLI-O/11), “Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’” (operative paragraph 8)

In addition to the calls and invitations to the member states issued in the resolution, the Secretary General is requested “to allocate, in accordance with available financial resources, the necessary human, technical, and financial resources for the CIM to continue supporting the implementation of the MESECVI.”

At the meeting of the Committee held on March 6, 2012, Ambassador Carmen Moreno, Executive Secretary of the CIM, presented the “Annual Report on the Mechanism to Follow up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” Pursuant to Resolution AG/RES. 2692 (XLI-O/11),” which was distributed as document CP/doc.4677/12. 

Ambassador Moreno’s presentation may be found in document CP/CG-1890/12. 

7. AG/RES. 2693 (XLI-O/11), “Recognition and Promotion of the Rights of People of African Descent in the Americas” (operative paragraphs 4 and 5)

In that resolution, the General Assembly reiterates “the instructions given to the Permanent Council through resolution AG/RES. 2550 (XL-O/10) “to convene a second special meeting on cooperation between the Americas and Africa” and “instructs the Permanent Council to include on its agenda, prior to the forty-second regular session of the General Assembly, the issue of people of African descent in the Americas.”

At its meeting held on November 28, 2011, the General Committee considered the presentations by the Special Rapporteurship on the Rights of Persons of African Descent and against Racial Discrimination of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and by the Department of International Law of the OAS on activities related to the recognition and promotion of the rights of persons of African descent in the Americas.


The presentations made by the Office of the Rapporteur on the Rights of Afro-Descendants and against Racial Discrimination of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and by the OAS Department of International Law may be found in documents CP/CG-1898/12 and CP/CG-1897/12, respectively.

8. AG/RES. 2558 (XL-O/10):  Coordination of Voluntary Enlistment in the Hemisphere for Disaster Response and the Fight against Hunger and Poverty – White Helmets Initiative

The resolution instructs the General Secretariat to continue coordinating actions between the White Helmets Initiative and the competent organs and mechanisms of the Organization of American States (OAS) and, in addition, to encourage other agencies and institutions in the region to establish partnerships and work agreements with the White Helmets Initiative. 

At its meeting of May 7, 2012, the Committee considered the General Secretariat’s report on follow-up to the mandates of the resolution “Coordination of Voluntary Enlistment in the Hemisphere for Disaster Response and the Fight against Hunger and Poverty – White Helmets Initiative,” which was distributed as document CP/CG-1927/12.

C.
DRAFT RESOLUTIONS CONSIDERED BY THE COMMITTEE

The Committee received a total of 20 draft resolutions, of which 11 were agreed on by the Committee, one remains ad referendum, one remains open, five were referred for consideration by the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), one was referred for consideration by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), and one was withdrawn by the sponsoring delegation. 

Information on the draft resolutions considered by the Committee appears below.

1. Drafts agreed on: 

· Draft resolution “Amendments to the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal,” document CP/CG-1892/12 rev. 2, presented by the TRIBAD on March 20, 2012. Before beginning consideration of this draft resolution, the Committee received, at its meeting of March 6, 2012, the comments of the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) on the “Report on the Costs Associated with the Proposed Amendments to the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal” document CP/CAAP-3154/12. 

In that document, the CAAP recommended that the General Committee: (1) not approve the proposed amendments to the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal having budgetary implications referred to in document CP/CAAP-3114/11, and (2) approve those proposed amendments to the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal that have no budgetary implications. 

Following the CAAP’s recommendations, and after considering the proposed amendments to the Statute, the General Committee approved the draft resolution presented by the TRIBAD at its meeting of April 24, 2012.

· Draft resolution “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere,” document CP/CG-1895/12 rev. 1, presented by the delegation of Mexico on March 20, 2012, and agreed on by the Committee at its meeting of April 10, 2012.

· Draft resolution “Use of Telecommunications/Information Technologies and Communication to Build an Inclusive Information Society,” document CP/CG-1900/12 rev. 3, presented on April 10, 2012, and agreed on by the Committee at its meeting of May 2, 2012, ad referendum of the delegations of Argentina and Bolivia. The ad referendums on this draft resolution were lifted by the delegation of Bolivia at the May 22 meeting, and by the delegation of Argentina on May 24, 2012.

· Draft resolution “Strengthening of the Activities of the Inter-American Judicial Facilitators Program,” document CP/CG-1906/12 rev. 3, presented on April 24, 2012, by the delegation of Guatemala and co-sponsored by the delegations of Paraguay and Nicaragua. This draft resolution was agreed on by the Committee at its meeting of May 2, 2012, ad referendum of the delegations of Argentina and Venezuela. The ad referendums on this draft resolution were lifted by the delegation of Venezuela at the May 22 meeting, and by the delegation of Argentina on May 24, 2012.

· Draft resolution “Coordination of Volunteers in the Hemisphere in Response to Disasters and the Fight against Hunger and Poverty – White Helmets Initiative,” document CP/CG-1908/12 rev. 2, presented on April 24, 2012, by the delegation of Argentina and co-sponsored by the delegation of Haiti. This draft resolution was agreed on by the Committee at its meeting of May 7, 2012.

· Draft resolution “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” document CP/CG-1909/12 rev. 4 corr. 1, presented on April 24, 2012, by the delegations of Belize, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Mexico, and Peru and co-sponsored by the delegations of Argentina, Colombia, Haiti, Honduras and Panama. This draft resolution was agreed on by the Committee at its meeting of May 7, 2012.

· Draft resolution “Prevention and Eradication of Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors,” document CP/CG-1918/12 rev. 5, presented on April 24, 2012, as “Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors” by the delegation of Uruguay and co-sponsored by the delegations of Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Haiti, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Panama. This draft resolution was agreed on by the Committee at its meeting of May 22, 2012, including the modified title.

· Draft resolution “Recognition and Promotion of the Rights of People of African Descent in the Americas,” document CP/CG-1919/12 rev. 1, presented on April 24, 2012, by the delegation of Panama and co-sponsored by the delegations of Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, United States, Haiti, Honduras, and Nicaragua. This draft resolution was agreed on by the Committee at its meeting of May 7, 2012.

· Draft resolution “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality”, document CP/CG-1922/12 rev. 3, presented on April 24, 2012, by the delegation of Mexico and co-sponsored by the delegations of Argentina, Colombia, Chile, Costa Rica, and Haiti. This draft resolution was agreed on by the Committee at its meeting of May 22, 2012.

· Draft resolution “Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM),” document CP/CG-1923/12 rev. 1, presented on April 24, 2012, by the delegation of Mexico and co-sponsored by the delegations of Chile and Colombia. This draft resolution was agreed on by the Committee at its meeting of May 7, 2012.

· Draft resolution “Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará,’” document CP/CG-1924/12 rev. 1, presented on April 24, 2012, by the delegations of Argentina, Chile, Guatemala, and Saint Kitts and Nevis and co-sponsored by the delegation of Colombia. This draft resolution was agreed on by the Committee at its meeting of May 14, 2012.

2. Drafts ad referendum:

· Draft resolution “Network for Consumer Safety and Health and Inter-American Rapid Product Safety Warning System,” document CP/CG-1926/12 rev. 3, presented on May 2, 2012, by the delegation of Brazil and agreed on by the Committee at its meeting of May 22, 2012, ad referendum of the delegations of Argentina, Mexico, and Venezuela. The delegation of Argentina lifted its ad referendum on May 24, 2012.

3. Open drafts:

· Draft resolution “Ancestral Uses and Chewing of Coca Leaf,” document CP/CG-1911/12 rev. 3, presented on April 24, 2012, by the delegation of Bolivia as “International Defense of the Coca Leaf.” Most of the paragraphs of this draft resolution were agreed on by the Committee at its meeting of May 22, 2012, including the modified title. This draft was considered by the Committee at its meetings of May 2, 7, 14, and 22, 2012; at the last of those meetings, the Committee resolved to refer the draft resolution for consideration by the Permanent Council.

4. Drafts referred to CEPCIDI, as agreed on by the Committee at its meeting of April 24:

· Draft resolution “Family Agriculture,” document CP/CG-1912/12, presented by the delegation of Bolivia at the April 24 meeting.

· Draft resolution “Sustainable Development”, document CP/CG-1913/12, presented by the delegation of Bolivia at the April 24 meeting.

· Draft resolution “The Right to Food,” document CP/CG-1914/12, presented by the delegation of Bolivia at the April 24 meeting. 

· Draft resolution “Water as a Human Right,” document CP/CG-1915/12 rev. 1, presented on April 24, 2012, by the delegation of Bolivia and co-sponsored by the delegation of Ecuador. 

· Draft resolution “International Year of Quinoa, 2013,” document CP/CG-1916/12 rev. 1, presented on April 24, 2012, by the delegation of Bolivia and co-sponsored by the delegation of Ecuador. 

5. Drafts referred to the CAJP, as agreed on by the Committee at its meeting of May 22:

· Draft resolution “Follow-up of the Recommendations of the ‘Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights for Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System,’” document CP/CG-1933/12, presented by the delegation of Mexico at the meeting of May 22, 2012.

6. Drafts withdrawn by the sponsoring delegation: 

· Draft resolution “Latin America and the Caribbean, a Mercenary-free Zone,” document CP/CG-1917/12, presented by the delegation of Bolivia at the April 24 meeting. This draft resolution was withdrawn by the sponsoring delegation at the Committee’s meeting of May 2, 2012.

The annexes to this report contain the 11 draft resolutions that were agreed on by the Committee, the one draft that remains ad referendum, and the draft that remains open.

It is important to note that the Committee considered all draft resolutions in accordance with the methodology agreed for the presentation and negotiation of draft resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session, document CP/CG-1888/12 rev. 1.

This methodology includes a series of guidelines aimed at optimizing and streamlining the work of this Committee, notable among them: (1) presenting draft resolutions that are more succinct, with clear objectives and specific mandates and outcomes; (2) submitting draft resolutions with thematic affinities in “omnibus” resolutions”; and (3) submitting draft resolutions biennially, or, possibly, triennially, when the topic is already solidly institutionalized and the mandates is expected to be fulfilled over the long term.

The agreed methodology was highly useful to this Committee. Accordingly, it is recommended to continue the use of similar methodologies in coming years for optimal use of the financial and human resources of the organization.

IV.
CONCLUSION


The Committee is pleased to conclude by indicating that it has worked actively and dynamically to follow up on and implement the mandates assigned to pursuant to Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council. The Chair of this Committee wishes to thank all delegations and the staff of the General Secretariat for their support during this term.


This report and the draft resolutions considered by the Committee reflect its recommendations for future action and are presented to the Permanent Council for its consideration, and, possibly, to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session.

Leonidas Rosa Bautista

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Honduras

Chair of the Permanent Council and

Chair of the General Committee
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

REFORM OF THE STATUTE OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL

(Approved by the Committee at its regular meeting of April 24, 2012)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN the report of the Permanent Council entitled "Propopsed Reform of the St atute of the Administrative Tribunal" (AG/doc.     ) 

CONSIDERING:

That, in the LIII regular session, held in October 2005, the members of the Administrative Tribunal recognized the need to amend some provisions in both the Statute and the Rules of Procedures of the Administrative Tribunal with a view to cutting expenses and expediting proceedings; 

That, through resolution 358, the members of the Administrative Tribunal agreed to discuss and subsequently approve the preliminary draft reform and amendment of the Statute and Rules of Procedure submitted during the LVI regular session of this organ, held in April 2008;

That during the LVII session, held in November 2009, the members of the Administrative Tribunal, through resolution 362,  approved and submitted for consideration by this Assembly the Proposed Reform of the Statute;

That Article XIV of the Statute of the Admnistrative Tribunal states: “The present Statute may be amended only by the General Assembly”;


NOTING that the proposed reform of the Statute will enable the members of the Administrative Tribunal subsequently to amend their own Rules of Procedure in order to establish  new, simpler and more expeditious procedures, without lacunae, and more attuned to the Organization’s austerity measures,

RESOLVES:


1.
To adopt the reforms to the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal of the OAS attached to this resolution.


2.
To instruct the General Secretariat to publish the Statute of the Administrative Tribunal as here amended. 
APPENDIX

PROPOSED REFORM OF THE STATUTE OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL
OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

Article I

Establishment and General Principles

The Administrative Tribunal of the Organization of American States, established by resolution AG/RES. 35 (I-O/71), adopted by the General Assembly on April 22, 1971, shall be governed by the following principles and the other provisions of this Statute:

i.
As the supreme organ of the Organization of American States, the General Assembly has the final authority to determine the scope and meaning of its own resolutions as it applies them;

ii.
The Tribunal, like all other organs of the Organization, is subordinate to the General Assembly;

iii.
The function of the Tribunal is to adjudicate disputes between the Secretary General and the staff members of the General Secretariat arising out of the employment relationship;

iv.
Determining the general salary policy for the personnel of the General Secretariat is the exclusive responsibility of the General Assembly, and the General Assembly has not delegated that authority to any other organ;

v.
For the adjudication of any disputes involving the personnel of the General Secretariat, the internal legislation of the Organization shall take precedence over general principles of labor law and the laws of any member State; and, within that internal legislation, the Charter is the instrument of the highest legal order, followed by the resolutions of the General Assembly, and then by the resolutions of the Permanent Council, and finally by the norms adopted by the other organs under the Charter - each acting within its respective sphere of competence;

vi.
Any decision of an organ subordinate to the General Assembly which violates the basic principles set out in the foregoing provisions is ultra vires and not binding on the Organization, the General Secretariat, its personnel, or the member States. 

Article II

Jurisdiction

1.
The Tribunal shall be competent to hear those cases in which members of the staff of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States allege nonobservance of the conditions established in their respective appointments or contracts or violation of the General Standards for the operation of the General Secretariat or other applicable provisions, including those concerning the Retirement and Pension Plan of the General Secretariat.

2.
The Tribunal shall be open to:

a.
Any staff member of the General Secretariat of the Organization, even after his employment or duties have ceased, and to any person who has succeeded to the staff member’s rights upon his death.

b.
Any other person who can show that he is entitled to rights derived from a contract of employment or an appointment or from a provision of the General Standards or of other administrative regulations upon which the staff member could have relied.

3.
For the purposes of this Statute, anyone who is connected with the Secretariat by an appointment, a contract of employment, or some other employer-employee relationship, in accordance with provisions of the General Standards or other administrative regulations shall be considered to be a staff member of the General Secretariat.

4.
The competence of the Tribunal may be extended to any Inter-American specialized organization of the Organization of American States as defined in the Charter of the Organization, as well as to any interested American intergovernmental organization, in accordance with the terms established by a special agreement to be concluded for the purpose by the Secretary General with each such specialized organization or interested American intergovernmental organization. Each special agreement shall provide that the specialized organization or interested organization shall be bound by the judgments of the Tribunal and shall include, among others, provisions concerning participation by the organization in the administrative arrangements necessary for the functioning of the Tribunal and its sharing of the expenses of the Tribunal.

5.
Any dispute as to the competence of the Tribunal shall be settled by the decision of the Administrative Tribunal, subject to the provisions of Article I of this Statute.

6.
The Tribunal shall not be competent to hear a petition where the actions involved occurred prior to April 22, 1971.

Article III

Election, Qualification, and Service of Members

1.
The Tribunal shall be composed of six members elected by the General Assembly to serve for terms of six years, such terms to be staggered so that one new member is elected each year.

2.
Each member must be a national of an OAS member state, but no two members may be nationals of the same member State. All members shall be experienced lawyers, law professors, or judges by profession and shall serve strictly in their personal capacity.

3.
A member's term shall begin on the first day of January following the member's election. If a member resigns or otherwise separates from the Tribunal before the expiration of his term, a substitute member shall be elected by the General Assembly, or the Permanent Council if the General Assembly is not in session, to serve for the remainder of that member's term, but the substitute member shall not assume the seniority of the member being replaced.

4.
A member may be reelected, but may serve no more than two consecutive terms in office. A member so reelected will lose all the seniority accumulated in his prior term.

5.
The Tribunal shall have a President and a Vice President. These offices shall be held successively for one year by each member of the Tribunal, beginning with the two members having the most and second most seniority, respectively.

6.
The Tribunal will meet in sessions in panels of three members.

a.
Two panels shall be chosen by lot from amongst the six members. The most senior member of each panel shall act as the President of that panel.

b.
After each panel has completed sitting in one session, the President of the Tribunal shall announce the names of the members chosen by lot to constitute the panels for the next two sessions. In the event one of those members resigns or is otherwise unable to serve, he will be replaced by another member of the Tribunal not already serving on the panel, that replacement member to be chosen by the President by lot.

c.
The following persons are ineligible to serve as members of the Tribunal: permanent representatives of the governments on the organs, agencies, or entities of the Organization; persons who serve permanently on those bodies in any capacity; and staff members of the General Secretariat.

7.
The composition of the Administrative Tribunal shall reflect the two major legal traditions of the Hemisphere - the common-law tradition and the civil-law tradition.

Article IV

Frequency of Sessions

The Tribunal shall hold regular sessions at dates set by its rules, subject to there being a case or cases on its list of pending cases that, in the opinion of the President, justify the meeting. Special sessions may be convoked by the President when required by pending cases.

The Tribunal may hold sessions if at least three of its members are present.

Article V

General Secretariat Support

1.
The General Secretariat shall provide the Tribunal with the technical and secretariat services necessary for its functioning.

2.
Operating expenses of the Tribunal, including honorariums, per diem allowances, and travel expenses of its members for attending meetings, shall be defrayed by the Organization.

Article VI

Admissibility of the Complaint

1.
The Tribunal shall admit a complaint only:

a.
When the person concerned has exhausted the procedures provided in the General Standards or in other existing provisions, and the Secretary General has made the corresponding final decision;

b.
When the procedures referred to in the preceding paragraph have not been exhausted, but the interested party and the Secretary General agree that the case should be presented to the Tribunal; and

c.
When the situation contemplated in paragraph 3 of this article occurs.

2.
For the complaint to be admissible, the person concerned must file it within ninety days after the date on which he was notified of the final decision of the Secretary General that is being contested. For the employees who serve away from headquarters, the period during which a complaint may be filed shall be one hundred and twenty days. In such case, the date of filing of the complaint shall be the date appearing on the postmark of the Post Office in which it was deposited.

3.
If the Secretary General fails to make a final decision within thirty days following the date on which the procedures provided for in subparagraph (a) of paragraph 1 of this article have been completed, the interested party may have recourse to the Tribunal and his complaint shall be admissible as if such a decision had been taken. The same criterion shall apply during the reconsideration phase stipulated in the Staff Rules, if the Secretary General fails to comply with the regulatory periods stipulated for setting up a Joint Advisory Committee on Reconsideration, or if said Committee was set up, but it did not make its recommendations in time. In both cases, the interested party may have recourse to the Tribunal within 30 days following the date on which the omission or delay of the Secretary General occurred.
4.
In exceptional cases, and for reasons that should be explained in the judgment, the Tribunal may admit a petition even if it is presented after the period of ninety or one hundred and twenty days provided for in the two preceding paragraphs.

5.
The filing of a complaint shall not have the effect of suspending implementation of the decision contested.

6.
Complaints may be filed in any of the four official languages of the Organization of American States.

7.
Before admitting the complaint of a person who is not a staff member, the Tribunal shall require that person to submit a filing fee, a bond, or other legally enforceable security equivalent to one month's remuneration (salary and post adjustment) at the P-4, step 6 level on the "with dependent" salary scale for headquarters, unless the Secretary General has expressly waived the reconsideration requirement, or unless a Reconsideration Committee or other formal conciliatory organ constituted by the Secretary General to advise him on the matter has found by a majority vote of its members that the person's claims are meritorious, or unless the Secretariat has failed to respond to a request for a hearing and request for reconsideration presented by the complainant in accordance with the requirements under the Staff Rules and other dispositions of the General Secretariat. Nonetheless, if the person is a former staff member, the amount so required will be the lesser of the former staff member's last full monthly remuneration (salary plus post adjustment) or one month's remuneration (salary and post adjustment) at the P-4, step 6 level on the "with dependent" salary scale for headquarters.  

Article VII

Arbitration, Conciliation, Mediation, and Settlements

1.
Except as otherwise stated below, the Tribunal shall recognize the finality of all settlement agreements, releases, agreements to arbitrate, and agreements to seek conciliation or mediation, and may not reopen, review, or adjudicate the issues finally resolved by those agreements or procedures, absent the express consent of all parties thereto.

2.
Notwithstanding the above, the Tribunal may vacate and remand an otherwise binding arbitration decision and award, in whole or in part, where a party proves by clear and convincing evidence that:

a.
The arbitration award exceeds the maximum indemnities that may be imposed by the Tribunal under its Statute or the limit otherwise agreed to by the parties;

b.
The award was procured through corruption or misconduct of the arbitrators;

c.
The arbitrators failed to follow the material provisions of the rules of procedure, if any, agreed to by the parties, or otherwise exceeded their authority; and where the Tribunal decides not to vacate and/or remand the award, it shall confirm it.

3.
Also notwithstanding paragraph 1 above, the Tribunal may, at the request of either party, correct an otherwise binding arbitration decision and award where it is clear that:

a.
There was an evident miscalculation of figures or an evident mistake in the description of any person, thing, property, or amount referred to in the award;

b.
The arbitrators have awarded upon a matter not submitted to them and the award may be corrected without affecting the merits of the decision on the issues submitted; and where the Tribunal decides not to correct the award, it shall confirm it.

4.
In disputes over the classification level of a post, the President of the Tribunal shall, at the request of a party or at his own discretion, request an audit of the post in question from a qualified independent job classification expert selected in accordance with the Rules of Procedure, and, absent clear and convincing evidence of corruption or misconduct on the part of the classification expert, the Tribunal shall confirm the results of the audit as final and binding on the parties.
5.
The Tribunal may recommend that the parties to a claim over which it otherwise has jurisdiction submit to binding or non-binding arbitration, conciliation, or mediation. If the parties accept that recommendation, the Tribunal shall suspend further proceedings before the Tribunal in that matter pending the conclusion of the arbitration, conciliation, or mediation process recommended. No statements made by a party in the binding or non-binding arbitration, conciliation, or mediation proceedings shall be admissible against a party in the proceedings before the Tribunal on the matter absent that party's written consent.  

Article VIII

Disposition of Preliminary Questions

1.
Within twenty days after receiving the complaint, the respondent may submit a motion requesting that the Tribunal dismiss the entire complaint, or any part thereof, based on lack of jurisdiction under Articles I and II of the Tribunal's Statute, failure to satisfy the requirements of admissibility under Article VI of the Statute, or failure to make a claim upon which relief can be granted.

2.
Upon receipt of that motion, the complainant shall have twenty days to file with the Tribunal a written response in opposition. The respondent may file a reply to the response in opposition within twenty days of his receipt of same.

3.
Within thirty days of receiving the last of the pleadings to be submitted under paragraph 2 above, the members scheduled to constitute the panel at the next session shall consult by telephone or other expeditious means and, based on those consultations, shall issue an order either granting the motion in whole or in part, denying it, or suspending all further proceedings in the action until the Tribunal can meet in session to consider it. During those thirty days, the President of the panel may submit written interrogatories to the parties for clarification, and copies of the interrogatories and answers shall be served on all parties and the corresponding Tribunal members.

4.
The filing of a motion to dismiss under paragraph 1 shall suspend the time for filing an Answer under the Tribunal's Rules of Procedure until the Tribunal rules on the motion.

5.
Either party shall have the right to request that the Tribunal reconsider its decision to grant the motion to dismiss in whole or in part, or deny it, at the Tribunal's next session. 

The requesting party shall file the motion for reconsideration within twenty days of receiving the Tribunal's decision. The filing of the motion for reconsideration will suspend further proceedings in the action pending the Tribunal's decision in reconsideration.

6.
For good cause shown, the President of the panel may extend the time limits for filing the pleadings and taking the decisions provided for under this Article.

7.
Failure of the respondent to make a Motion to Dismiss under this Article shall not bar or otherwise preclude the respondent from challenging the admissibility of the Complaint, the Tribunal's jurisdiction, and the legal merits of the claim in the Answer.

8.
The Tribunal shall establish other summary procedures within its Rules of Procedure for the disposition of evidentiary questions and other pretrial issues consistent with its authority under Article XIII of this Statute.

Article IX

Damages, Indemnities and Liabilities

1.
If the Tribunal finds that the complaint is well founded, either in whole or in part, it shall so state in its judgment and shall provide that the challenged decision shall be rescinded, that the obligation for which claim is made shall be complied with, or that the right of the complainant shall be restored in such manner as the Tribunal may deem appropriate.

2.
In all cases in which the Tribunal rules that the complainant shall be reinstated in service, in its judgment it shall fix the amount that is to be paid to him for the injury suffered in the event that the Secretary General does not, within thirty days following the date on which he is notified of the judgment, order his reinstatement in service; however, this indemnity shall not exceed the equivalent of two years' basic salary of the complainant. In exceptional cases, the Tribunal may order payment of a higher indemnity up to one more year, and shall state the reasons justifying such payment.

If the Secretary General does not make use of the power provided for in the preceding paragraph, the complainant may, nevertheless, choose to accept the indemnity agreed upon instead of being reinstated to service.

3.
In all cases involving an indemnity, the indemnity shall be fixed by the Tribunal and paid by the Organization of American States or, as appropriate, by the specialized organization participating under the terms of paragraph 4 of Article II.

4.
Should the Tribunal find that the procedure prescribed in the General Standards or other applicable provisions has not been observed, it may, on its own initiative or at the request of either of the parties, order that the case be remanded to the Secretary General so that the error in the procedure may be corrected. When a case is remanded under these circumstances, the Tribunal may order payment to the complainant of an indemnity, which shall not exceed the equivalent of his basic salary for three months, for such injury as may have been caused by the delay.

5.
The Tribunal may order the losing party to pay the prevailing party an indemnity for attorney's fees and costs incurred by the prevailing party when the losing party has brought a clearly frivolous claim or objection, did not have solid grounds for litigating, has been totally defeated, or has been proven to have acted with actual malice. The maximum amount that can be awarded for the total of attorney's fees and costs so incurred by the prevailing parties or party shall not exceed the equivalent of one month's remuneration (salary and post adjustment) at the P-4, step 6 level on the "with dependent" salary scale for headquarters in a judgment involving up to ten complainants, and twice that amount in a judgment involving more than ten complainants. The Tribunal may require a party seeking attorneys' fees and costs to prove actual costs and fees incurred up to the above-corresponding maximum amount established under this Article.

Article X

Judgments

1.
The Tribunal shall take all decisions by a majority vote.

2.
Except as provided in Articles XI and XII, judgments shall be final and without appeal.

3.
The judgments shall state the reasons on which they are based and shall be written in any of the four languages of the Organization of American States, in one original which shall be deposited in the archives of the General Secretariat of the Organization.

4.
A certified copy of the judgment shall be provided to each of the parties in the case, and to other interested persons at their request.

Article XI

Correction of Clerical Errors and Revision based on Discovery of Previously Unknown Facts

1.
The Secretary General or the complainant may apply to the Tribunal for revision of a judgment on the basis of the discovery of a fact or document of such a nature that it may be a decisive factor and which, when the judgment was given, was unknown to the Tribunal or to the party seeking revision, provided that such ignorance was not due to fault or deceit by that party. Such application must be made within thirty days of the discovery of the fact or document and within one year of the date of the judgment.

2.
Clerical or arithmetical errors in judgments, or errors arising therein from any slip or omission, may be corrected by the Tribunal at any time, either on its own initiative or at the request of one of the parties.  

Article XII

Review of Judgments

1.
Judgments of the Tribunal may be reviewed by an ad hoc Administrative Tribunal Review Panel (Review Panel) only in instances where the Tribunal's judgment is alleged to be ultra vires because it exceeds the Tribunal's authority in relation to its jurisdiction, competence, or procedures under this Statute. The Review Panel shall not have competence to reexamine the merits of the underlying dispute.

2.
A petition for review may be perfected by presenting it to the Chair of the Permanent Council. Each such petition shall set forth the legal and factual bases supporting the allegation that the Tribunal's decision in the first instance was ultra vires. That petition must be presented to the Chair of the Permanent Council within forty-five days of the appellant's receipt of the Tribunal's judgment.

3.
Upon receipt of the petition, the Chair of the Permanent Council shall constitute a Review Panel. The Review Panel shall be composed of three members. One of the members of the Review Panel shall be chosen by lot from amongst those Tribunal members who did not in the first instance hear the case being reviewed. Two members shall be chosen ad hoc from amongst the members of other administrative tribunals of other international organizations whose tribunal secretariats have their headquarters in Washington, D.C. The two ad hoc members shall be selected by the Chair of the Permanent Council, in consultation with the duly appointed representatives of the Secretary General and of the opposing parties. The Chair of the Permanent Council shall designate one of the ad hoc members to serve as President of the Review Panel, and shall determine the compensation paid to members, in consultation with the Secretary General and subject to the availability of resources.

4.
Simultaneous with petitioning for review, the appellant must notify the appellees directly or through their duly authorized representatives of the petition by sending them a copy of the petition. The appellees shall have forty-five days from the date of receipt of the petition to submit in writing any observations they may have on the petition. Those observations shall be submitted directly to the Review Panel, with a copy to the appellant. Upon receipt of these observations, the appellant shall have twenty days to file a written response with the Review Panel and the appellee. The Review Panel may, at its discretion, request additional submissions of the parties. Appeals shall be decided based upon the written submissions, and without oral argument before the Review Panel, except in extraordinary circumstances as the President of the Review Panel deems appropriate.

5.
The Review Panel shall follow the principles of law and procedures set out in this Statute. With prior notice to the parties, and in order to facilitate an orderly review process, the President of the Review Panel may adopt additional ad hoc procedures based on generally accepted principles of due process and consistent with the rules of procedure adopted by the Inter-American Commercial Arbitration Commission.

6.
For good cause shown, the President of the Review Panel may extend the time limits for filing the pleadings provided for under this Article.

7.
The decision of the Review Panel on the questions presented in the petition for review shall be binding on the Organization and all other parties, provided it is supported by a majority of the Review Panel's members. Otherwise, the Tribunal's original decision shall control.

8.
Pending the conclusion of the review process, the obligation to make payment under the Tribunal's judgment shall be suspended; however, if the decision of the majority of the members of the Review Panel conclusively reaffirms the Tribunal's judgment, the appellant shall owe interest on the judgment amount beginning sixty days after the date of the original judgment at the average money-market rate for commercial banks in Washington, D.C., for the period running from the date interest begins to accrue until the date of payment.

9.
The Review Panel may order the appellant to pay the appellee an indemnity for attorney's fees, the costs incurred by the appellee in defending the Tribunal's judgment, and the costs of constituting the Review Panel, when the appellant has brought a clearly frivolous appeal, did not have solid grounds for litigating, has been totally defeated, or has been proven to have acted with actual malice. The maximum amount that can be awarded for the total of attorney's fees and costs so incurred by the appellee shall not exceed the equivalent of six months' remuneration (salary and post adjustment) at the P-4, step 6 level on the "with dependent" salary scale for headquarters.

10.
Before admitting the petition for review of a person who is not a staff member, the Chair of the Permanent Council shall require that person to submit a filing fee, a bond, or other legally enforceable security in the amount equivalent to six months' remuneration (salary and post adjustment) at the P-4, step 6 level on the "with dependent" salary scale for headquarters. This fee shall be held by the Secretary General in escrow pending the outcome of the review and the award by the Review Panel of any costs or attorney's fees against the appellant.

11.
The General Secretariat shall provide secretariat services to the Review Panel through the Secretariat of the Administrative Tribunal. The estimated costs of those services shall be included in the proposed program-budget of the Administrative Tribunal, and monies paid by an appellant for the cost of those services pursuant to a Review Panel order shall be available to cover or reimburse the cost of those secretariat services.  

Article XIII

Rules of Procedure

The Tribunal shall establish its own rules of procedure, in accordance with the provisions of the present Statute.  

Article XIV

Amendments to the Statute

The present Statute may be amended only by the General Assembly. 

Article XV

Gender

The use of the masculine pronoun in this Statute shall be interpreted to connote either the masculine or feminine gender, as circumstances may require. 
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PERMANENT COUNCIL

 

DRAFT RESOLUTION

FREE TRADE AND INVESTMENT IN THE HEMISPHERE

(Agreed on by the Committee, at the meeting held on April 10, 2012)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 1364 (XXVI-O/96), “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere,” through which the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) was instructed to conduct a study on the matter;

RECOGNIZING the opinion of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI/RES. II-14/96), in which the Committee unanimously concluded that “in the significant areas described above the bases and potential application of the legislation which is the subject of this Opinion are not in conformity with international law”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 1447 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 1532 (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES. 1614 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1700 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1826 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1884 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1914 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 1976 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2063 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2239 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2301 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2376 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2450 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES. 2547 (XL-O/10), and (AG/RES. 2684 (XL-O/11); and

CONSIDERING the Report of the Permanent Council on Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere (CP/CG-XXXX/12),

RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the Report of the Permanent Council on Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere, presented pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2684 (XLI-O/11).

2. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on developments in this regard.

3. That the execution of the activities provided for in this resolution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

USE OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS/INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES AND COMMUNICATION TO BUILD AN INCLUSIVE INFORMATION SOCIETY 

(Approved by the Committee at its Regular Meeting on May 2, 2012)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING:


That the telecommunication and information and communication technologies (ICT) environment has undergone major changes as a result of rapid technological progress, market globalization, and the convergence of telecommunication, information, broadcasting, and IT services and technologies; and


That ICT and their applications are essential to political, economic, social, and cultural development and are also an essential factor in poverty reduction, job creation, environmental protection, and natural disaster prevention and mitigation;


MINDFUL that CITEL continues to occupy an ideal position as an inclusive regional forum for information exchange, coordination, debate, and harmonization of national, regional, and international telecommunication/ICT strategies and policies, and for information exchange on international telecommunication/ICT with a view to achieving access to telecommunications/ICT; and

REAFFIRMING the nature, objectives, and functions of CITEL, whose mission is “to facilitate and promote the integral and sustainable development of telecommunications/ICTs in the Americas based on the principles of universality, solidarity, transparency, equity, reciprocity, nondiscrimination, technological neutrality, and resource optimization, taking account of the environment and sustainable human development to benefit society in every country of the region,”

RESOLVES:

1. To urge the member states to promote and encourage the existence of appropriate telecommunications/ICT that contribute to sustainable development in the region, with special interest in underserved areas, sharing experiences and initiatives on telecommunications/ICT through seminars, workshops, and other hemispheric forums to encourage the dissemination of best practices and avoid duplication of effort.

2. To instruct CITEL to remain a forum for dialogue, coordination, and cooperation in the telecommunication area in the Hemisphere and to maintain a high level in providing technical assistance and capacity-building in the Member States, as appropriate and in accordance with the Plan of Operations for 2012, which includes activities in the following areas: preparation of inter-American proposals for the World Radiocommunication Conference, the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly, and the World Conference on International Telecommunications of the International Telecommunication Union; promotion and development of and debate on new services and technologies; and coordination, planning, and consensus-building among the member states with regard to tariff and economic matters and harmonization of radio spectrum use, taking special account of the need to prevent and avoid harmful interference, and of protection against the electromagnetic non-ionizing emissions. 

3. To encourage the promotion of nondiscriminatory access to telecommunication/ICT media, services, and applications, including applied research with a view to meeting the demand for modern telecommunication/ICT services and applications.

4. To instruct the General Secretariat of the OAS to continue to provide the Secretariat of CITEL the support necessary to ensure continuity in the implementation of its mandates.

5. To instruct CITEL to continue conducting, organizing, or sponsoring the studies necessary to highlight the contribution of ICTs and their applications in integral development.
6. To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly, at its forty-third regular session, on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

STRENGTHENING THE ACTIVITIES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM

OF JUDICIAL FACILITATORS

(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of May 2)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:


The Charter of the Organization of American States, the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, and the American Convention on Human Rights, with regard to access to justice; 

That expanding access to justice is fundamental for the full exercise of human rights and democratic governance; likewise, it is essential for successful citizen security strategies and for the elimination of poverty and inequality; 

The work performed free of charge by judicial facilitators, who render assistance to justice administration bodies, inform the population about legal norms, provide advice, and facilitate friendly settlements as allowed by law; and

That the Program strengthens national justice administration systems, helps prevent crime and violence, promotes a culture for the peaceful resolution of conflicts with legal relevance, and lessens litigation in conflict situations; 

CONSIDERING:

The successful implementation of National Judicial Facilitator Services in Argentina, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Panama, and Paraguay by means of agreements between their judicial bodies and the OAS General Secretariat through its Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators,

RESOLVES:


1.
To support the work of the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators in helping judicial bodies and other institutions involved in the administration of justice establish National Judicial Facilitator Services and in training judicial personnel. 

2.
To invite the member states and permanent observers to make voluntary contributions to support the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators.

3.
To urge the General Secretariat to continue assisting member states that ask to establish National Judicial Facilitator Services and to train their judicial personnel through the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

COORDINATION OF VOLUNTEERS IN THE HEMISPHERE IN RESPONSE 

TO DISASTERS AND THE FIGHT AGAINST HUNGER AND POVERTY – 

WHITE HELMETS INITIATIVE 

(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of May 7, 2012)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the General Secretariat’s reports on the White Helmets Initiative, resolutions AG/RES. 1351 (XXV-O/95), AG/RES. 1403 (XXVI-O/96), AG/RES. 1463 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 2018 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2165 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2372 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2558 (XL-O/10), and declarations AG/DEC. 45 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/DEC. 55 (XXXVII-O/07);

NOTING AG/RES. 2647 (XLI-O/11) and the Diagnostic and Suggested Course of Action of the Joint Working Group on “Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States” (GTC/DAH-12/11 rev. 3);

RECALLING that at the First Summit of the Americas, held in Miami in 1994, the Heads of State and Government committed to creating, organizing, and financing volunteer corps, such as the White Helmets, to work at the national level and, at the same time, to be available to other countries of the Hemisphere;

RECALLING ALSO that at the Fourth and Sixth Summits, held in Mar del Plata in 2005 and in Cartagena in 2012, the Heads of State and Government expressed their concern at the increased intensity of disasters and their effects on human lives, infrastructure, and economies, and they called for a strengthening of disaster management programs, reaffirming their commitment to combating poverty, inequality, hunger, and social exclusion, emphasizing that disaster risk management is a priority for national public policies and development strategies;

REAFFIRMING that disaster reduction and risk management must be one of the priorities of development policies and must be assumed as an integral process covering prevention, mitigation, planning, preparation, monitoring, response, recovery, rehabilitation, and reconstruction;

REASSERTING the need to expand and improve networks and mechanisms for cooperation and mutual assistance among member states and subregional, regional, and international agencies, and the importance of participation by communities and their organizations in the diagnostic assessment of their problems and in preparing tools for disaster prevention and response actions;

UNDERSCORING the importance of the international response to disasters, which should take place at the request of the affected state, in close coordination with its national authorities and in accordance with the guiding principles of emergency humanitarian assistance;

EMPHASIZING the increase in recent years in regional humanitarian assistance, of which the White Helmets Initiative is a part, and the efforts of the Initiative to coordinate with other international mechanisms for humanitarian assistance, in strengthening the subregional agencies involved with disaster risk management, in the creation of its Forum on Coordination and Cooperation, and in helping create coordination and response tools;
MINDFUL of the permanent assistance rendered by the Helmets Initiative to the Republic of Haiti and the missions deployed over the past two years in El Salvador, Honduras, and Nicaragua, following the passage of Tropical Depression Twelve-E; in Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, and Venezuela, as a result of the floods that affected their territories; and in Jamaica and Saint Lucia, on account of the damage caused by Tropical Storm Nicole and Hurricane Thomas, respectively; together with the projects for the development of risk management volunteers in Guatemala and for strengthening the emergency systems in El Salvador and the Dominican Republic;

RECOGNIZING that the actions undertaken by the White Helmets Initiative are in alignment with the principles of the Charter of the Organization of American States are carried out at the request of the affected state and in close collaboration with its relevant national authorities, and are governed by the principles of humanity, neutrality, and impartiality.

RESOLVES:

1.
To reiterate its support for the White Helmets Initiative as one of the valuable mechanisms in the Hemisphere for disaster prevention, mitigation, and response and for fighting hunger and poverty.

2.
To encourage the General Secretariat to continue strengthening and coordinating actions between the White Helmets Initiative and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI/OAS), and with other relevant OAS agencies and mechanisms, and also to continue encouraging other agencies and institutions in the region to enter into partnerships and working agreements.

3.
To encourage the White Helmets Initiative to continue promoting regional humanitarian cooperation as it expands and, within that framework, to continue sharing its experiences and best practices in responding to and preparing for disasters.

4.
To invite those member states that so wish to designate focal points for the White Helmets Initiative and to create, where appropriate, national volunteer corps to comprise the Regional Humanitarian Volunteer Corps Network.

5.
To invite those member states that so wish to make contributions to the OAS/White Helmets Special Fund, recalling that in recent years the fund has enabled the holding of national and international seminars and training workshops, the implementation of local capacity-building projects, and humanitarian assistance missions to countries of Latin America and the Caribbean.

6.
To request the General Secretariat to report to the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 

“PROMOTION AND STRENGTHENING OF DEMOCRACY: 

I. FOLLOW-UP TO THE INTER-AMERICAN DEMOCRATIC CHARTER”

(Agreed on at the Committee’s meeting of May 7, 2012)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

REAFFIRMING the provisions and essential purposes and principles identified in the Charter of the Organization of American States; 

SHARING the conviction expressed in the Declaration of the Latin American and Caribbean Unity Summit that democracy is one of our region’s most valued conquests and that the peaceful transmission of power through constitutional means and in strict compliance with the constitutional rules of each of our states is the product of a continuous and irreversible process in which the region admits no interruptions or setbacks; 

AWARE that the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes in its preamble that “representative democracy is an indispensable condition for the stability, peace, and development of the region” and that one of the essential purposes of the Organization is “[t]o promote and consolidate representative democracy, with due respect for the principle of non-intervention”; 

AWARE ALSO that the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes that “[e]very State has the right to choose, without external interference, its political, economic, and social system and to organize itself in the way best suited to it, and has the duty to abstain from intervening in the affairs of another State. Subject to the foregoing, the American States shall cooperate fully among themselves, independently of the nature of their political, economic, and social systems”; 

RECALLING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that “[t]he peoples of the Americas have a right to democracy and their governments have an obligation to promote and defend it” and that “[d]emocracy is essential for the social, political, and economic development of the peoples of the Americas”; 

RECALLING ALSO that the Inter-American Democratic Charter reaffirms that the promotion and protection of human rights is a basic prerequisite for the existence of a democratic society and recognizes the importance of the continuous development and strengthening of the inter-American human rights system for the consolidation of democracy; 

AWARE that Article 34 of the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes that “[t]he Member States agree that equality of opportunity, the elimination of extreme poverty, equitable distribution of wealth and income and the full participation of their peoples in decisions relating to their own development are, among others, basic objectives of integral development”; 

RECOGNIZING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter establishes that “[e]ssential elements of representative democracy include, inter alia, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, access to and the exercise of power in accordance with the rule of law, the holding of periodic, free, and fair elections based on secret balloting and universal suffrage as an expression of the sovereignty of the people, the pluralistic system of political parties and organizations, and the separation of powers and independence of the branches of government”; 

REAFFIRMING that the participatory nature of democracy in our countries in different aspects of public life contributes to the consolidation of democratic values and to freedom and solidarity in the Hemisphere; 

RECOGNIZING ALSO the importance of the Organization of American States (OAS) continuing to develop programs and activities aimed at promoting democratic principles and practices and strengthening a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, as well as the advisability of the OAS consulting and cooperating on an ongoing basis with member states; 

RECALLING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter establishes that “[t]he promotion and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights are inherently linked to integral development, equitable economic growth, and to the consolidation of democracy in the states of the Hemisphere”; 

BEARING IN MIND that the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man and the American Convention on Human Rights express the values and principles of liberty, equality, and social justice, which are inherent to democracy; 

RECALLING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter establishes that “[i]t is the right and responsibility of all citizens to participate in decisions relating to their own development. This is also a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy. Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy”; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter”; AG/RES. 2154 (XXXV-O/05), “Promotion of Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter”; AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06), “Promotion of Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter on the Occasion of Its Fifth Anniversary”; AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2422 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2480 (XXXIX-O/09) and AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter”; and AG/RES. 2694 (XLI-O/11), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter”; 

HAVING SEEN the reports of the Permanent Council on the implementation of resolutions AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/04) and AG/RES. 2045 (XXXIV-O/04) (CP/doc.4024/05 and CP/CISC-182/05, respectively), resolution AG/RES. 2119 (XXXV-O-05), the reports of the Secretary General on the implementation of resolutions AG/RES. 1993 (XXXIV-O/04) [CP/CISC-174/05]; AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07); the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2422 (XXXVIII-O/08); AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10 and AG/RES. 2694 (XLI-O/11); 

TAKING NOTE that the Declaration of Mar del Plata, “Creating Jobs to Fight Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance,” of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, reaffirmed the “commitment to fight poverty, inequality, hunger, and social exclusion in order to raise the standard of living of our peoples and strengthen democratic governance in the Americas”; 

RECALLING that in the Declaration of Mar del Plata, the heads of state and government reiterated their “commitment to the OAS Charter and the Inter-American Democratic Charter” and reaffirmed their “resolve to strengthen their full and effective implementation”; 

RECALLING ALSO that in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain, “Securing Our Citizens’ Future by Promoting Human Prosperity, Energy Security and Environmental Sustainability,” of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, the heads of state and government reaffirmed their commitment to “uphold the principles of and fully implement the Inter-American Democratic Charter”;

CONSIDERING that the Declaration of Nuevo León of the Special Summit of the Americas reaffirmed the Hemisphere’s commitment to democracy and reiterated the commitment to the full application of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, which constitutes an element of regional identity and, projected internationally, is a hemispheric contribution to the community of nations; and also recognized that corruption and impunity weaken public and private institutions, erode social values, undermine the rule of law, and distort economies and the allocation of resources for development; 

REAFFIRMING solidarity and inter-American cooperation as an effective means of promoting and strengthening democratic governance in the respective countries; and 

TAKING NOTE of the Final Report of the Dialogue on the Effectiveness of the Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter (CP/doc.4669/11 rev. 3), which resulted from the implementation of resolutions AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10) and AG/RES. 2694 (XLI-O/11), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” 
RESOLVES:

1. To continue promoting democratic cooperation in order to support member states, at their request, in their efforts to strengthen democratic institutions, values, practices, and governance; fight corruption; enhance the rule of law; bring about the full exercise of human rights, and reduce poverty, inequity, and social exclusion. 

2. To reaffirm that the promotion and protection of human rights is a prerequisite for a democratic society, and that it is important to continue to develop and strengthen the inter-American human rights system. 

3. To recognize the importance of promoting the principles, values, and practices of a democratic culture; and to request the General Secretariat to continue supporting this objective through training programs to promote the principles, values, and practices of a democratic culture, on the basis of Articles 26 and 27 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and to improve awareness, disseminate the precepts, and promote the application of this inter-American instrument in the countries of the Hemisphere. Furthermore, to instruct the General Secretariat to continue to support the Permanent Council and the member states that so request with implementation of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices.
4. To reaffirm, as applicable, the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2694 (XLI-O/11), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” and, in this context, to reiterate the request to the Secretary General to present a report to the Permanent Council on all cases in which action on his part is called for in the Charter of the Organization of American States and the Inter-American Democratic Charter. 

5. To highlight the substantive contribution made by the Organization of American States (OAS) to the strengthening and development of electoral processes and systems in the member states, through OAS electoral observation missions, electoral advice, and technical cooperation, upon the request of a member state and consistent with the Declaration of Principles for International Election Observation. 

6. To request the General Secretariat to provide assistance to member states that so request in the implementation of recommendations contained in the reports of OAS electoral observation missions. 

7. To encourage donors to pursue, through the General Secretariat, a coordinated donor approach to the support of OAS electoral observation missions in order to facilitate the early planning of missions. 

8. To recommend to the General Secretariat that it support the modernization and strengthening of democratic institutions in the member states that so request, and promote cooperation and dialogue among these institutions as a means to build capacity and share experiences, including in the fields of civil registry, legislative cooperation and modernization and electoral technologies, decentralization and local governments, public administration and transparency, community participation, capacity building of youth and children on democratic values and practices, information and communications technology (ICT), and e-government. 

9. To request the General Secretariat and member states to continue to promote a hemispheric discussion of issues relating to democratic governance, through dialogue, forums, and seminars. 

10. To recognize the important role of participation by all sectors of society, including civil society, in the consolidation of democracy, given that such participation is one of the vital elements for the success of development policies.

11. To instruct the Permanent Council to continue the Dialogue on the Effectiveness of the Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, taking into account all the topics addressed and discussions contained in the Final Report (CP/doc.4669/11 rev. 3), approved on December 14, 2011.
12.
To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

TRADITIONAL USE AND CHEWING OF THE COCA LEAF

(Presented by the delegation of Bolivia)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

TAKING NOTE of the provisions of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples of 2007, which states in its Article 31 that indigenous peoples “have to right to maintain, control, protect and develop their cultural heritage, traditional knowledge and traditional cultural expressions, as well as the manifestations of their sciences, technologies, and cultures, including human and genetic resources, seeds, medicines, knowledge of the properties of fauna and flora, oral traditions, literatures, designs, sports and traditional games and visual and performing arts. They also have the right to maintain, control, protect, and develop their intellectual property over such cultural heritage, traditional knowledge, and traditional cultural expressions”; (paragraph approved at the meeting of May 22, 2012, ad referendum of the delegation of Canada)
RECALLING the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), which protects and promotes the diversity of cultural expressions; (paragraph approved at the meeting of May 22, 2012, ad referendum of the delegation of Canada)
BEARING IN MIND that International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention No. 169 concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in Independent Countries calls for the recognition and protection of the social, cultural, religious, and spiritual values and practices of said peoples, in its application by the states parties; and (paragraph approved at the meeting of May 22, 2012, ad referendum of the delegation of Canada) 
CONSCIOUS of the importance of preserving the cultural and ancestral practices of indigenous peoples, in a framework of respect for their human rights and fundamental freedoms, in accordance with international instruments, (paragraph approved at the meeting of May 22, 2012, ad referendum of the delegations of Canada and the United States)
RESOLVES:

1.
To recognize that the traditional custom of chewing (akulliku) the coca leaf is an ancestral cultural manifestation of the peoples of Bolivia and Peru that must be [respected / USA: suggests using “known” instead of “respected”] by the international community.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

PREVENTION AND ERADICATION OF SEXUAL EXPLOITATION

AND SMUGGLING OF AND TRAFFICKING IN MINORS
(Approved by the Committee at the meeting of May 22, 2012)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

BEARING IN MIND:

Resolutions AG/RES. 2432 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2486 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES. 2548 (XL-O/10), and AG/RES. 2686 (XLI-O/11), “Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors,” as well as other resolutions adopted by the General Assembly in previous years on the subject of trafficking in persons; 

The importance of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989, which protects and promotes the rights and best interests of the child, of which, Articles 34-36 highlight the need to protect children from sexual exploitation, sale, trafficking, abduction and exploitation;
The Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime, adopted by the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States in resolution CP/RES. 908 (1567/06), the aim of which is to prevent and combat the different forms and manifestations of transnational organized crime, including trafficking in persons, especially women and children; 

The Salvador Declaration on Comprehensive Strategies for Global Challenges:  Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Systems and Their Development in a Changing World that came out of the Twelfth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, held in Salvador, Brazil, from April 12 to 19, 2010; 

The Rio de Janeiro Declaration and Call for Action to Prevent and Stop Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents, which arose from the Third World Congress against Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents, held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from November 25 to 28, 2008;


That among the strategies to generate information and sharing of experience and build on the experience gained in Costa Rica in 2010, the Second Regional Meeting on “Prevention, protection, and restoration of the rights of children against commercial sexual exploitation in the Caribbean” was held on July 6 and 7 in Jamaica, with the participation of 12 states of the subregion; and the Third Subregional Meeting in the State of Paraguay was held in May 2012, bringing together 10 states of the South of the Hemisphere;

CONSIDERING:


That the sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors continues to have a considerable impact on our states, and so it is necessary to continue implementing effective policies and strategies to combat those criminal acts;

The importance of continued progress with bilateral, subregional, and regional efforts toward strengthening cooperation in fighting the sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors;

That, in the Charter of the Organization of American States, the member states reaffirm the importance of all children having access to education, and the importance of programs that promote enrollment and the retention of the student population in the school system and prevent them from dropping out, and of programs that support children who would otherwise be marginalized, discriminated against, and without access to school programs, including indigenous and other minority children, children whose rights have been violated, juvenile offenders, children with disabilities, working children, and children affected by conflict and/or humanitarian emergencies;

That resolution AG/RES. 2240 (XXXVI-O/06), “Combating the Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children in the Hemisphere,” takes into account the conclusions and recommendations of the First Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, held on Isla Margarita, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, from March 14 to 17, 2006, which recall “the governments’ commitment to improve their capacity to identify, investigate, prosecute, and punish those responsible for trafficking in persons, especially in women and children, and to provide due assistance and protection to the victims” and specifically includes the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) and other agencies of the Organization of American States (OAS) in the request for work in this subject area to be coordinated with the General Secretariat’s Department of Public Security; 

WELCOMING WITH SATISFACTION the adoption of AG/RES. 2551 (XL-O/10), “Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere,” which includes suggested activities to be undertaken by member states to prevent child trafficking and provide protection and care for child victims as well as mandates assigned to the General Secretariat; 

RECALLING the resolutions adopted by the Directing Council of the IIN on the prevention and eradication of child commercial sexual exploitation and the smuggling of and trafficking in minors, particularly resolution CD/RES. 10 (82-R/07), adopted at the 82nd Regular Meeting, held on July 26 and 27, 2007, in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, which established the Inter-American Cooperation Program for the Prevention and Eradication of Child Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Illegal Trafficking, entrusted the Director General of the IIN with developing a joint work proposal within the framework of that initiative, and supported the creation of an observatory in this area; 

RECOGNIZING the progress already made by the IIN in fulfillment of its mandates in the framework of the implementation of the Action Plan 2007-2011, which has been reported on in the Institute’s annual reports to the General Assembly and to the Permanent Council in pursuit of resolutions adopted by the General Assembly; as well, the Annual Report to the Secretary General on the steps taken to combat commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC) in the member states, pursuant to the mandate in AG/RES. 1667 (XXIX-0/99); and 

BEARING IN MIND that the IIN has made progress in implementing an Inter-American Cooperation Program for the Prevention and Eradication of Child Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Illegal Trafficking, which involves three areas of work:  Area 1. Gathering and updating information about the topic of CSEC in the region and making it available to the states parties; Area 2. Creating information and knowledge on the topic of the CSEC to help the states parties in the design and implementation of their policies and actions intended to deal with this problem; and Area 3. Human resource training and specialized technical assistance for the states parties, 

RESOLVES:

1.
To take note of the progress made in consolidating and deepening the three components of the Inter-American Cooperation Program for the Prevention and Eradication of Child Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Illegal Trafficking, hereinafter the Inter-American Program, and to express its satisfaction at the approval of the new IIN Plan of Action for the 2011-2015 period, which includes a proposal for continuing the activities of the Inter-American Program, while extending and developing, in order to improve the protection of children against new forms of  sexual exploitation in the Hemisphere.
2.
To invite the IIN to consider updating the aforementioned program with a view to including prevention and eradication of all forms of sexual exploitation of minors, as well as restoration of the rights of victims of this crime.

3.
To acknowledge the work carried out by the IIN in the framework of the Inter-American Program to modernize the ANNAObserva Observatory, and the publication of a virtual newsletter which enables states to receive periodic updated news in this area, notably through the use, by the IIN, of new technologies in pursuing its activities. Similarly, the new approaches adopted by the IIN, in coordination with several states, for the development of human resources and the strengthening of institutional technical capacity are recognized and appreciated, and the IIN is urged to continue to develop these approaches. 

4.
To take note of the IIN’s cooperative ties with the national commissions against sexual exploitation of the  member states of the inter-American system, with technical liaisons to date in 30 of the 34 active OAS member states, and to urge the IIN to continue strengthening that relationship. 

5.
To applaud the continuation, updating, and re-launch of the website Our Voice in Colors, which is intended to encourage the participation of children and adolescents in matters of public policy that concern them, in accordance with the recommendations of the Third World Congress against the Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents.  This website makes available to organizations for adolescents recommendations and information to bolster their capacity to protect themselves against different forms of CSEC.

6.
To welcome the preparation by the IIN of the Eleventh Report to the SG, focused on an analysis of experiences in the region relating to strategies for restoring the rights of victims of CSEC and, given the demand by states for expertise in this area, to request that it be disseminated as widely as possible. 

7.
To promote and strengthen horizontal cooperation and the coordination of efforts between governmental agencies that deal with issues related to sexual exploitation and trafficking in and smuggling of minors, in the areas of harmonization of legislation, policies on the restoration of rights, methodologies, projects, programs, and good practices adopted by each state; and to encourage, with respect for human rights, the adoption and application of effective legal standards to  prevent and eradicate those criminal acts.

8.
To instruct the Secretary General to continue coordinating the development of this program directly with the IIN, the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, especially the OAS Anti-Trafficking in Persons Coordinator, and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), as appropriate.

9.
To request the IIN to continue to providing advice to and supporting member states, when requested, in their efforts to adopt, amend, and implement their domestic legislation, regulations, and procedures to prevent and combat sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors, including legislation on travel authorizations and migration control.
10.
To reaffirm the commitment to work in coordination and with respect for human rights in preventing and countering sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors.

11.
To request the IIN to work jointly with the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security especially the OAS Anti-Trafficking in Persons Coordinator to develop and implement the measures contained in the Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere, relying on the support and advisory services of other bodies of the inter-American system and international agencies.


12.
To request the IIN and the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security to coordinate their efforts to advise member states on the adoption, amendment, and implementation of their domestic laws, regulations, and procedures to combat  sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors, including legislation on travel authorizations and migration control.


13.
To request the IIN to continue reporting to the member states on the member states’ successful experiences and progress in the area, including achievements in caring for victims and fighting crime in local or community contexts. 

14.
To request the IIN to promote and strengthen horizontal cooperation in the area of harmonization of legislation, policies on the restoration of rights, methodologies, projects, programs, and best practices that each state adopts to address sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors.

15.
To invite those member states that have not yet done so to consider signing and ratifying, or acceding to, as the case may be, the international instruments relating to the fight against sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors, including the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (Palermo Convention), adopted in 2000, the Protocol thereto to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, adopted in 2000, and the Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, adopted in 2000; the Convention on the Rights of the Child, adopted in 1989, and the Optional Protocol thereto on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, adopted in 2000; the Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction, adopted in 1980; the Inter-American Convention on International Traffic in Minors, adopted in 1994; and the Inter-American Convention on the International Return of Children, adopted in 1989; and to urge the states parties to take the necessary measures to fulfill in due course their obligations under these instruments.

16.
To encourage member states to consider seeking other means of increasing the funds allocated to the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN), taking into account the expanded scope of this resolution, and to invite the permanent observers, international financial institutions, regional and subregional organizations, and civil society organizations to contribute to financing this inter-American program and the Specific Fund of the Inter-American Observatory on Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors, as well as the work of OAS Anti-Trafficking in Persons Coordinator.
17.
To  urge member states to establish and, where appropriate, strengthen, programs for comprehensive and inter-disciplinary care for child and adolescent victims of  sexual exploitation and trafficking, in particular those who have contracted HIV/AIDS, and children involved in smuggling, as well as measures to be considered to ensure full respect for their rights.


18.
To request the IIN to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 


“RECOGNITION AND PROMOTION OF THE RIGHTS OF PEOPLE 
OF AFRICAN DESCENT IN THE AMERICAS”

(Agreed on at the Committee’s meeting of May 7, 2012)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 2550 (XL-O/10), “Recognition of the International Year for People of African Descent,” and resolution AG/RES. 2693 (XLI-O/11), “Recognition and Promotion of the Rights of People of African Descent in the Americas”;

BEARING IN MIND:

That the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes as one of the principles of the Organization recognition of the fundamental rights of the individual without distinction as to race, nationality, creed, or sex;

That the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man establishes that all men are born free and equal, in dignity and in rights, without distinction as to race, sex, language, creed, or any other factor;

That the Inter-American Democratic Charter proclaims that respect for ethnic, cultural, and religious diversity in the Americas contributes to strengthening democracy and citizen participation; and

That in February 2005, in recognition of the racial discrimination that persists against persons of African descent in the Americas, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) established a Special Rapporteurship on the Rights of Persons of African Descent and against Racial Discrimination, in order to promote the recognition and the rights of those persons;

RECALLING the relevant provisions on people of African descent contained in the declarations of the Summits of the Americas, as well as in the Declaration of the Regional Conference of the Americas (Preparatory Meeting for the Third World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia, and Related Intolerance), held in Santiago, Chile, in 2000; and the Regional Conference for Latin America and the Caribbean Preparatory to the Durban Review Conference, held in Brasilia, Brazil, in 2008;

RECALLING ALSO the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights in 1993; the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action, adopted by the World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance in 2001; and the Durban Review Conference, held in Geneva, Switzerland, in 2009;


RECOGNIZING the work of the Department of International Law, and that of other areas of the OAS General Secretariat, through projects and other activities on people of African descent in the Americas, especially the seminar on leadership training for people of African descent in the Americas, held in Panama City, Panama, from March 27 to 29, 2012;

REAFFIRMING the steadfast commitment of the member states to confront, through various mechanisms, the scourge of racism, discrimination, and intolerance in their societies as a problem that affects society in general; and

TAKING NOTE of the efforts of member states to move forward with the drafting of a “Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance,”

RESOLVES:

1. To reaffirm the importance of the full, free, and equal participation of people of African descent in all aspects of political, economic, social, and cultural life in the countries of the Americas.

2.
To take note of the work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and its Special Rapporteurship on the Rights of Persons of African Descent and against Racial Discrimination, as well as the work of the Department of International Law and of other areas of the General Secretariat that seeks to promote and protect the rights of persons of African descent in the member states.

3.
To condemn the practices of racism, discrimination, and intolerance, of which people of African descent in the Hemisphere are victims, and to urge states to take necessary measures to address and combat those practices.

4.
To instruct the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs to include on its agenda, prior to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly, the issue of people of African descent in the Americas.

5.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

6.
That execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

PROMOTION OF WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS AND
GENDER EQUITY AND EQUALITY

(Approved by the Committee at the meeting of May 22, 2012)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:

The report of the Secretary General on the implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP) (CP/doc.4686/12); and

Resolutions AG/RES. 1777 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1853 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1941 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 2023 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2124 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2192 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2324 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2425 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2454 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES. 2561 (XL-O/10), and AG/RES. 2689 (XLI-O/11), which take note of the Secretary General’s reports on the implementation of the IAP and of the outcomes mentioned in said reports of the actions undertaken to that end by the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization of American States (OAS);
RECALLING:

That, through the adoption of the IAP by means of resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), the governments of the Hemisphere committed to developing decisive strategies to integrate a gender perspective in all spheres of public life as a way of promoting and protecting women’s human rights and gender equity and equality, and achieving equality of rights and opportunities between women and men; and
CONSIDERING:

The efforts that have been made by the Secretary General, with the support of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), to launch the OAS Gender Program and ensure that all the Organization’s staff, especially senior staff in management positions and new staff members who work in priority areas, are given the opportunity to raise their awareness and build their capacity on gender issues so as to mainstream the issues in their different areas of work; and 
The role of the CIM as the technical advisory body of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) on all aspects of gender equity and equality and the importance of the CIM for follow-up on pertinent recommendations of the Summits,
RESOLVES:

1. To take note with appreciation of the Secretary General’s eleventh report on the implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP), submitted in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 2689 (XLI-O/11); and to urge him to continue with its dissemination and implementation.

2. To reaffirm its support for the work of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) as the principal forum for generating hemispheric policy on gender equality and women’s rights, and to continue to support its efforts at follow-up and implementation of the IAP, including gender mainstreaming in all areas, including the ministerial meetings convened by the Organization and in the follow-up to the mandates of the Summits of the Americas process. 

3. Once again to request the Permanent Council, in fulfillment of the mandates handed down by this Assembly, the Summits of the Americas, and the IAP, to continue its efforts to integrate a gender perspective into the work of its special committees and working groups and into its resolutions, activities, and initiatives, as the case may be, to ensure that they benefit women and men on an equal and equitable basis.

4. To urge the member states to:

a. Continue their efforts to fulfill their commitments acquired at the inter-American and international levels in the areas of women’s human rights and gender equity and equality, inter alia, through the formulation, strengthening, implementation, and execution of public policies and norms promoting these factors, particularly the commitments made in the IAP;

b. Promote the full and equal access, participation, representation, leadership, and impact of women in the civil, political, economic, social, and cultural spheres;

c. Begin or continue, in accordance with their domestic laws, and as appropriate, compilation of statistics and analysis of data broken down by gender and race in all sectors, so as to better understand and address the differentiated impact of policies, programs, and projects on specific populations, among them girls, young women, adult women, the elderly, people with disabilities, indigenous people, and Afro-descendants;

d. Formulate public policies, strategies, and proposals to promote women’s human rights and gender equity and equality in all spheres of public and private life, considering their diversity and their life cycles; and

e. Support the CIM in the identification of new and emerging areas to be included in its work and in that of the Organization, subject to the availability of financial resources. 
5. To urge the Secretary General to:

a. Continue, with support from the CIM, promoting and working on full implementation of the IAP so as to achieve integration of a gender perspective into all OAS programs, activities, and policies; 

b. Request the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to include in their annual reports to the General Assembly their initiatives to mainstream the gender perspective into their policies, programs, projects, and activities; and to forward that information to the CIM so that it may be included in the annual report to the General Assembly that is drawn up pursuant to this resolution; 

c. Ensure that, in the Organization’s communication, dissemination, and publicity activities, priority is given to the rights of women and gender equality in order to raise the profile of these issues in the Organization’s work; 

d. Continue implementing, with the support of the CIM, the OAS Gender Program and, when allocating external funds, prioritize activities that facilitate its expansion; and 
e. Include a direct link to the CIM on the main web page of the OAS. 

6. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session, in coordination with the CIM, on the implementation of the Inter-American Program and of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 

“STRENGTHENING THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN (CIM)”

(Agreed on at the Committee’s meeting of May 7, 2012)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


RECOGNIZING the importance that has been assigned by the member states and the Secretary General to the issues of women and gender equality, as well as the support provided to the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM);

NOTING the holding of the Hemispheric Forum on “Women’s Leadership for Citizens’ Democracy,” held at the headquarters of the Organization of American States (OAS) on April 4 to 6, 2011; 

CONSIDERING:

That resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), which adopted the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP), requested the General Secretariat to strengthen the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM by providing it with the necessary human and financial resources, and to help it obtain funds from private sources;

That resolutions AG/RES. 1451 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 1592 (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES. 1625 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1777 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1941 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 2021 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2124 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2161 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2323 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2441 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES. 2560 (XL-O/10), and AG/RES 2685 (XLI-O/11) have repeatedly instructed the General Secretariat and the Permanent Council to make every possible effort to allocate technical, human, and financial resources to the CIM in order to strengthen its capacity to meet its growing mandates; and 

That the human and financial resources allocated to the CIM are still insufficient for it to comply effectively with all its mandates,

RESOLVES:

1. To again urge the Secretary General to support the CIM in its role as a specialized organization of the Organization of American States (OAS) with human resources that meet the requirements of suitability, training, and necessary experience on gender matters, and of planning and programming, and, in addition, with adequate financial resources to strengthen its capacity to carry out its increasing mandates, in particular those recognized as priorities by the member states.

2. To urge the Secretary General to include in the request for resources CIM projects and programs among the priorities presented to external donors for funding, and to invite member states and permanent observers, as well as to individuals and national or international organizations, whether public or private, to make voluntary contributions to support the development and implementation of CIM projects and programs.

3. To ask member states and permanent observers to identify ways and means of supporting the CIM in the fulfillment of its mandates, including through the provision of human resources.

4. To request the Secretary General to report, via the Permanent Council, to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

MECHANISM TO FOLLOW UP ON IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION, PUNISHMENT, AND ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, “CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ”

(Agreed on at the meeting of the Committee held on May 14, 2012)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 2162 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2330 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2371 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2451 (XXXIX-O/09), and AG/RES. 2544 (XL-O/10) and AG/RES. 2692 (XLI-O/11), “Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’”;


HAVING SEEN the Permanent Council report on the implementation of the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI) (CP/CG-4677/12) and the results of the Fourth Conference of States Parties to the MESECVI;


RECALLING that the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” is the first binding international legal instrument that specifically addresses gender-based violence, whereby the states parties undertake to implement policies, laws, and programs of action to eradicate violence against women;


NOTING that the Convention of Belém do Pará and its Mechanism to Follow up have served as a model for the Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence and its Monitoring Mechanism, adopted by the European Council in 2011;


RECOGNIZING the progress made by the MESECVI in the Second Multilateral Evaluation Round, in which its bodies have adhered more strictly to the established deadlines, achieving greater participation by the states;


RECOGNIZING also that the recommendations issued by the Committee of Experts (CEVI) in the Second Hemispheric Report for better implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará were endorsed by the Fourth Conference of States Parties;


CONSIDERING that the country and hemispheric reports adopted in the Multilateral Evaluation Rounds constitute a basic reference on progress in the prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence against women and identify the challenges for future action;

RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the Permanent Council’s report on the activities undertaken by the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI) (CP/CG-4677/12).

2. To endorse the agreements reached at the Fourth Conference of States Parties to the MESECVI, reiterating its commitment to strengthening the MESECVI and to making progress with the second multilateral evaluation round.

3. To urge member states to disseminate in the media the objectives and importance of the MESECVI and to disseminate the reports and recommendations of the CEVI resulting from the multilateral evaluation rounds.

4. To urge member states that have not already done so to give prompt consideration to ratifying or, as appropriate, acceding to the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará.”

5. To express appreciation to the Governments of Argentina, Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, and Venezuela for their contribution to the Specific Fund of the Mechanism in 2011.

6. To urge all states parties, those that are not a party to the Convention, many of which have laws and broad programs for combating violence against women, and international financial institutions, civil society, and the private sector to make voluntary contributions to the Specific Fund to endow the Mechanism with the necessary human and financial resources to guarantee its full, stable, and effective operation.

7. To request the Secretary General, in accordance with available financial resources, to give priority to allocating the necessary human, technical, and financial resources for the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) to optimize its work as the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI.

8. To express its appreciation for the work of the MESECVI Committee of Experts (CEVI), which has made it possible to progress in the second round of the multilateral evaluation and consolidate the Mechanism.

9. To reiterate its appreciation to the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) for its support to states parties in the process of implementing the MESECVI; and to express appreciation for the invaluable role played by the Mechanism’s Technical Secretariat in helping to meet the objectives of the Convention of Belém do Pará.
10. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

NETWORK FOR CONSUMER SAFETY AND HEALTH AND 
INTER-AMERICAN RAPID PRODUCT SAFETY WARNING SYSTEM

(Approved at the meeting of May 22, 2012, ad referendum of
the delegations of Mexico, and Venezuela)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING:


That Article 39 of the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) establishes that the member states should make efforts to obtain adequate and dependable supplies for consumers; and

That at the Special Summit of the Americas, held in Monterrey, Nuevo León, Mexico, in 2004, the Heads of State and Government agreed to promote consumer protection, fair competition, and the improved functioning of markets through clear, effective, and transparent regulatory frameworks;

CONSIDERING ALSO the proven importance of strengthening states’ capacity to monitor and control the safety of products available on the market for consumption or use through coordination between competent agencies to better integrate public policies related to these topics and, consequently, the need to share information and to exchange and disseminate best practices on market oversight for the safety of consumer products available on the market for consumption or use as a key element in the defense of the consuming public in the protection of their integrity and health;
HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 2494 (XXXIX-O/09), “Consumer Protection”; AG/RES. 2549 (XL-O/10), “Consumer Protection: Network for Consumer Safety and Health in the Americas”; and AG/RES. 2682 (XLI-O/11), “Consumer Protection: Consolidation of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health and Creation of an Inter-American Rapid Product Safety Warning System,” which mandated the creation of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health (RCSS) in the Americas, as a first step toward implementation of an Inter-American Rapid Product Safety Warning System (IAPSWS), as well as the reports presented by the General Secretariat to the Permanent Council on the matter;
RECOGNIZING WITH SATISFACTION: 

The coordination carried out by the OAS in collaboration with the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) for implementing the Network for Consumer Safety and Health (RCSS) and the efforts of the OAS General Secretariat to set up the RCSS web site, which was officially launched at a meeting of the Permanent Council on November 23, 2010; 

That in pursuit of the mandate of national-level institutional strengthening, the postgraduate course in partnership with Pompeu Fabra University and the specialized seminar have been institutionalized year on year, targeting authorities from national agencies responsible for supervising markets for consumer good safety, chiefly consumer defense, health, metrology, and standardization, with the participation of civil society, academia, and other stakeholders; 

That as stated by the General Secretariat to the Permanent Council in its reports of February 14, 2011, and March 20, 2012, several of the region’s countries are taking specific measures in the area of safe consumption and health as a result of the RCSS, and training activities and exchanges of experiences are seen as essential by the national authorities participating in the RCSS in order to continue along that path; that Consumers International has prepared the RCSS a plan to involve national civil society organizations in the activities of the RCSS; and that the OAS has positioned itself as an essential player within the leading international forums for this topic, representing a region that up until a few years ago, had no voice in such undertakings;
AWARE: 

That the creation of an Inter-American Rapid Product Safety Warning System would help protect consumer health through rapid detection and coordinated action to prevent the entry of unsafe consumer goods into markets in the Americas; and

That the RCSS web site (www.oas.org/rcss), has reached a thousand visits per week, demonstrating its usefulness for the member states;

RESOLVES:

1. To thank the governments that have made voluntary monetary and in-kind contributions to strengthen the Network for Consumer Safety and Health (RCSS), especially the Governments of Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Peru, and the United States of America, and likewise to thank the Generalitat of Catalonia (Spain) and Pompeu Fabra University for their contributions; and to invite member states, permanent observers, and other donors to support and participate in the activities undertaken by the General Secretariat for the strengthening of the RCSS and the establishment of the Inter-American Rapid Product Safety Warning System (IAPSWS). 

2. To congratulate the OAS General Secretariat, in particular the Department of Social Development and Employment (DSDE), and the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) on their efficient implementation of specialized programs for institutional strengthening and exchanges of experiences that, through specialized training, publications, and meetings of authorities, have positioned the OAS as a leading player on this topic; and, in addition, to note with satisfaction the design and creation of the RCSS web page. 

3. To ask the General Secretariat and PAHO to continue consolidating the RCSS in the region, encouraging the implementation at the national level of public programs and policies on safe consumption and its impact on health, and progressing with the preparation of “common language” to standardize national market oversight systems for consumer good safety as an essential prior step in the design of an Inter-American Rapid Product Safety Warning System (IAPSWS) that will be a sustainable system not dependent on the availability of specific resources for its administration within the General Secretariat. 

4. To request the General Secretariat to promote and implement agreements with subregional agencies and associated countries and agencies from other regions to facilitate the creation of the IAPSWS, so as to draw upon the progress made by those organizations and not to duplicate efforts in the field of consumer product safety. 

5. To request the General Secretariat to implement the plan for involving all social actors, including civil society, in the RCSS.

6. To invite those member states that do not yet participate in the RCSS to join it; to participate actively in the training activities, exchanges of experiences, and the planning of an IAPSWS; and to contribute, insofar as possible, to the “Consumer Safety and Health Fund” managed by the General Secretariat, in order to finance the institutional strengthening activities, exchanges of experiences, and the design of the IAPSWS. 

7. To instruct the General Secretariat to present the results of the implementation of the mandates related to this resolution to the Permanent Council prior to the next regular session of the General Assembly. The execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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�.	“Distribution of Mandates Assigned by the General Assembly at its Forty-first Regular Session and Ongoing Mandates from Previous Years” (adopted by the Permanent Council on July 21, 2011, and revised on September 7, 2011) (� HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/IDMS/Redirectpage.aspx?class=CP/doc&classNum=4654&lang=e" ��CP/doc.4654/11� rev. 2). 


�.	The Annual Report of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) was distributed to the delegations on March 8, 2012, as document �HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/IDMS/Redirectpage.aspx?class=CP/doc&classNum=4694&lang=e"��CP/doc.4694/12�, and submitted to the Permanent Council at its regular meeting of April 25, 2012. 


�.	Declaration adopted at the 17th Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML) of the OAS, held in San Salvador, El Salvador, on October 31 to November 1, 2011.


�.	See footnote 1.
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