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DRAFT RESOLUTION

COORDINATION OF VOLUNTEERS IN THE HEMISPHERE IN RESPONSE 
TO DISASTERS AND THE FIGHT AGAINST HUNGER AND POVERTY – 
WHITE HELMETS INITIATIVE 

(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 25, 2012)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the General Secretariat’s reports on the White Helmets Initiative, resolutions AG/RES. 1351 (XXV-O/95), AG/RES. 1403 (XXVI-O/96), AG/RES. 1463 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 2018 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2165 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2372 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2558 (XL-O/10), and declarations AG/DEC. 45 (XXXV-O/05) and AG/DEC. 55 (XXXVII-O/07);

NOTING AG/RES. 2647 (XLI-O/11) and the Diagnostic and Suggested Course of Action of the Joint Working Group on “Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States” (GTC/DAH-12/11 rev. 3);

RECALLING that at the First Summit of the Americas, held in Miami in 1994, the Heads of State and Government committed to creating, organizing, and financing volunteer corps, such as the White Helmets, to work at the national level and, at the same time, to be available to other countries of the Hemisphere;

RECALLING ALSO that at the Fourth and Sixth Summits, held in Mar del Plata in 2005 and in Cartagena in 2012, the Heads of State and Government expressed their concern at the increased intensity of disasters and their effects on human lives, infrastructure, and economies, and they called for a strengthening of disaster management programs, reaffirming their commitment to combating poverty, inequality, hunger, and social exclusion, emphasizing that disaster risk management is a priority for national public policies and development strategies;


REAFFIRMING that disaster reduction and risk management must be one of the priorities of development policies and must be assumed as an integral process covering prevention, mitigation, planning, preparation, monitoring, response, recovery, rehabilitation, and reconstruction;

REASSERTING the need to expand and improve networks and mechanisms for cooperation and mutual assistance among member states and subregional, regional, and international agencies, and the importance of participation by communities and their organizations in the diagnostic assessment of their problems and in preparing tools for disaster prevention and response actions;

UNDERSCORING the importance of the international response to disasters, which should take place at the request of the affected state, in close coordination with its national authorities and in accordance with the guiding principles of emergency humanitarian assistance;

EMPHASIZING the increase in recent years in regional humanitarian assistance, of which the White Helmets Initiative is a part, and the efforts of the Initiative to coordinate with other international mechanisms for humanitarian assistance, in strengthening the subregional agencies involved with disaster risk management, in the creation of its Forum on Coordination and Cooperation, and in helping create coordination and response tools;
MINDFUL of the permanent assistance rendered by the Helmets Initiative to the Republic of Haiti and the missions deployed over the past two years in El Salvador, Honduras, and Nicaragua, following the passage of Tropical Depression Twelve-E; in Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, and Venezuela, as a result of the floods that affected their territories; and in Jamaica and Saint Lucia, on account of the damage caused by Tropical Storm Nicole and Hurricane Thomas, respectively; together with the projects for the development of risk management volunteers in Guatemala and for strengthening the emergency systems in El Salvador and the Dominican Republic;

RECOGNIZING that the actions undertaken by the White Helmets Initiative are in alignment with the principles of the Charter of the Organization of American States are carried out at the request of the affected state and in close collaboration with its relevant national authorities, and are governed by the principles of humanity, neutrality, and impartiality,
RESOLVES:

1.
To reiterate its support for the White Helmets Initiative as one of the valuable mechanisms in the Hemisphere for disaster prevention, mitigation, and response and for fighting hunger and poverty.

2.
To encourage the General Secretariat to continue strengthening and coordinating actions between the White Helmets Initiative and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI/OAS), and with other relevant OAS agencies and mechanisms, and also to continue encouraging other agencies and institutions in the region to enter into partnerships and working agreements.

3.
To encourage the White Helmets Initiative to continue promoting regional humanitarian cooperation as it expands and, within that framework, to continue sharing its experiences and best practices in responding to and preparing for disasters.

4.
To invite those member states that so wish to designate focal points for the White Helmets Initiative and to create, where appropriate, national volunteer corps to comprise the Regional Humanitarian Volunteer Corps Network.
5.
To invite those member states that so wish to make contributions to the OAS/White Helmets Special Fund, recalling that in recent years the fund has enabled the holding of national and international seminars and training workshops, the implementation of local capacity-building projects, and humanitarian assistance missions to countries of Latin America and the Caribbean.

6.
To request the General Secretariat to report to the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

FOOTNOTES
1. …to the contents approved by Ecuador in other negotiation contexts, as applicable.”
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2.
…during that Summit, the Heads of State and Government were not able to consider or approve the Political Declaration, which reflected the common will of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean to have the sister Republic of Cuba participate in that forum unconditionally and on the basis of equal sovereignty. We reaffirm that the “Summit of the Americas” cannot take place without the presence of Cuba. The mandates and operative aspects of the thematic areas were part of the Political Declaration and, as the latter was not adopted, the former were not adopted either. For that reason, Nicaragua is not in favor of referring to these documents and mandates, which were not adopted.”
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�. 	“The Republic of Ecuador formulates an express reservation regarding the references to the Sixth Summit of the Americas, held on April 14 and 15 in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, without prejudice…


�. 	“The Government of Nicaragua considers that the reference to the Summit in Cartagena, Colombia, and the appeal to strengthen the so-called “Summit of the Americas” are inappropriate since…
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