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DRAFT RESOLUTION

FOLLOW-UP ON THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION AGAINST CORRUPTION
AND ON THE INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM OF COOPERATION 
TO FIGHT CORRUPTION

(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 25, 2012)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the Annual Report of the Permanent Council to the General Assembly (----) as it pertains to this topic;  
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution AG/RES. 2655 (XLI-O/11); 
CONSIDERING the importance of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (IACC) and the fact that it has been ratified by 33 member states of the Organization of American States (OAS), and that 31 of those states participate in the Mechanism for Follow-Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC); 

BEARING IN MIND the mandates of the Summits of the Americas with respect to the fight against corruption, implementation of the IACC, and strengthening of its follow-up mechanism (MESICIC); as well as the support expressed by the XIX Ibero-American Summit of Heads of State and Government held in Portugal, in 2009;
RECOGNIZING the work of the Committee of Experts of the MESICIC, which has been supported by the General Secretariat and has made it possible to initiate, in September 2011, the Fourth Round of Review of the 31 states parties;
UNDERSCORING the developments in the Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Fight Corruption (MESICIC/CEP-II/doc.5/06 rev. 2), approved at the Second Meeting of the Conference of States Parties to the MESICIC, in November 2006, and adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session, in June 2007, noteworthy among which are continuity in the process of review by the member states of implementation of the MESICIC and the program of support for those states for implementation of the recommendations made to them by the Committee of Experts of the Mechanism;  
REITERATING the unswerving commitment of the states parties to the IACC to promote, encourage, and regulate cooperation among the states parties, in order to ensure that measures and efforts to promote, punish, and eradicate acts of corruption in the performance of public functions are effective,  
RESOLVES:

1.
To urge those states parties to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (IACC) that have not yet done so to participate in the Mechanism for Follow-Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption (MESICIC or “the Mechanism”); and to urge all states parties to the Mechanism to fund it through voluntary contributions.  

2.
To encourage those member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) that have not yet done so to consider ratifying or acceding to, as appropriate, the United Nations Convention against Corruption (Mérida Convention) and the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (Palermo Convention).  
3.
To urge states parties to the IACC to take the measures they deem necessary, within their own institutional systems, to adapt their domestic law and regulations in order to comply with the commitments they undertook upon ratification of or accession to the Convention and, in this regard, to continue working toward compliance with the recommendations of the Committee of Experts of the MESICIC corresponding to the first, second, and third rounds of review of implementation of the Convention.  
4.
To express its satisfaction with the adoption and effective implementation by many states parties to the IACC of national anti-corruption legislation or plans.  
5.
To express once again its support for strengthening the MESICIC and, in that regard: 

a.
To express its satisfaction with the progress made by the Committee of Experts of MESICIC, with support from the Department of Legal Cooperation of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs of the General Secretariat, which is reflected, inter alia, in the successful conclusion of the Third Review Round and in the approval of the country reports on Argentina, The Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela;

b.
To express its satisfaction with the adoption of the Hemispheric Report on the Third Round of Review (SG/MESICIC/doc.287/11 rev. 1) by the MESICIC Committee of Experts at its meeting in September 2011, which contains a broad and comprehensive analysis of the previous country reports, formulates recommendations of a collective nature, and presents a summary of the progress made by all the countries in implementing the recommendations offered to them in the previous two rounds; 

c.
To welcome with satisfaction the start of the MESICIC Fourth Round of Review, in which the Committee of Experts, with support from the Department of Legal Cooperation of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs of the General Secretariat, will analyze implementation of the Convention provision on “oversight bodies with a view to implementing modern mechanisms for preventing, detecting, punishing, and eradicating corrupt acts” and give attention to follow-up on recommendations made to states parties to the Mechanism in their respective reports from the First Round; 
d.
To celebrate the inclusion of the conduct of on-site visits, with the prior consent of the state concerned, as a step in the review process carried out by the MESICIC Committee of Experts, in the framework of this fourth round, in keeping with the methodology approved by the Committee (SG/MESICIC/doc.276/11 rev.2);


In that regard, to express its satisfaction with the on-site visits conducted thus far in the course of the MESICIC Fourth Round of Review, to Bolivia, Brazil, El Salvador, Mexico, and Paraguay, in addition to those that are to be conducted before the next regular session of the General Assembly, to Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Honduras, Panama, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, and Venezuela, enabling the Committee of Experts to familiarize itself with the way in which those countries are implementing the Convention, potential difficulties encountered in that process, good practices adopted by them, and any technical assistance that they might need or be able to offer in implementing the Convention; 

e.
To express its satisfaction with the holding of the Second Conference on Progress and Challenges in Hemispheric Cooperation against Corruption, which took place in Cali, Colombia, on June 21 and 22, 2011, in cooperation with the government of that country and will facilitate an exchange of good practices and experiences with the issues examined in the MESICIC framework and, thus, contribute to implementation of the Mechanism’s recommendations and strengthening of inter-American cooperation against corruption; 

f.
To express gratitude for the consideration given at the above conference to the “Draft Model Law to Facilitate and Encourage the Reporting of Acts of Corruption and to Protect Whistleblowers and Witnesses” and to the “Draft Model Law on the Declaration of Interests, Income, Assets and Liabilities of Persons Performing Public Functions,” which were drafted in the framework of the MESICIC technical cooperation project and will be submitted for analysis at the next meeting of the Committee of Experts in September 2012; 

g.
To express satisfaction at the approval by the MESICIC Committee of Experts, at the September 2011 meeting, of the Methodology for Consideration of the Topic of Collective Interest Concerning “The Responsibility of the Private Sector in Preventing and Combating Corruption” (SG/MESICIC/doc.302/11 rev. 1); 

In that regard and in keeping with the above methodology, to invite the MESICIC states parties to exchange, within the MESICIC framework, information on regulatory developments, experience, and good practice, and, on the strength of that exchange, to move forward with the analysis and identification of basic standards or principles that could be considered for inclusion in domestic legal frameworks or laws, in order to encourage, strengthen, or ensure private-sector responsibility in the prevention and combating of corruption. 

h.
To request the General Secretariat to continue identifying sources of funding within the OAS, such as the Regular Fund, as well as sources of external funding, such as international and regional financial institutions and national government agencies, among others, for the adequate functioning of the MESICIC and, when applicable, for the full and effective implementation of its recommendations and of the activities of the countries at which such recommendations are directed; 
i.
To invite the Conference of States Parties to the MESICIC to continue reporting to the Permanent Council on the implementation of concrete measures to strengthen the MESICIC, as well as on other topics submitted to it for consideration;  
j.
To request the General Secretariat to continue, through the Department of Legal Cooperation of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, to provide technical secretariat services to the Conference of States Parties to the MESICIC and to the Committee of Experts of the Mechanism; and  
k.
To request the General Secretariat to continue, through the Department of Legal Cooperation of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs and in accordance with the provisions of section I.2.g of the Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Fight Corruption, designing and conducting a training program for members of the Committee of Experts of the MESICIC, aimed at the implementation both of the methodology of the Mechanism and of the recommendations it has made regarding the provisions of the IACC.  
6. To recognize the importance of initiatives such as Open Government Partnership (OGP) to international cooperation in preventing and combating corruption, as well as its complementarity with the cooperation process that the countries of the Americas are pursuing to that end in the framework of the MESICIC, and, in that regard:

a. To hail the official launch of the OGP initiative in New York City, USA, on September 20, 2011, by Presidents Barack Obama of the United States and Dilma Rousseff of Brazil; 

b. To express its satisfaction at the holding in Mexico City, Mexico, on March 20, 2012, of the event “Regional Dialogue for Open Government,” which was jointly organized by the Government of Mexico, the OAS General Secretariat, and OGP; 

c. To express its satisfaction also at the holding in Brasilia, Brazil, from April 16 to 18, 2012, of the annual high-level meeting of the members of the OGP, which was co-chaired by the Governments of Brazil and the United States; and 
d. To request the OAS General Secretariat to continue, through the Department of Legal Cooperation of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, in its capacity as Technical Secretariat of the MESICIC, to support mutual cooperation between the MESICIC and OGP. 
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7.
To recognize the contributions made by civil society organizations in the implementation process of the MESICIC recommendations, in accordance with provision 8 of the Report of Buenos Aires and Article 34 of the Rules of Procedure of the Committee, as well as in the new opportunities for participation set out for these organizations in provisions 26 and 27 of the methodology adopted by the Committee for on-site visits, which advance the objectives of the pertinent recommendations of the Third Meeting of the Conference of States Parties to the MESICIC.

8.
To request the General Secretariat to continue providing, through the Department of Legal Cooperation of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs and pursuant to Chapter VIII of the Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Fight Corruption, the technical support needed to implement that program within the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.


9.
To encourage member states and other donors to consider contributing, in accordance with Article 74 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat, to the OAS specific fund “Inter-American Anti-Corruption Fund” to assist member states in implementing the IACC and the MESICIC country report recommendations and to support operations of the MESICIC itself, including on-site visits.
10.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.  
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